
 
 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA         1004 Melrose Ave. 

 

       October 2, 2014  
 

Proceedings of the Zoning Commission of University Heights, Iowa, held at the City Office, 1004 Melrose Avenue, subject 

to approval by the Commission at a subsequent meeting. ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE 

STATED. 

 
Council member Quezada called the October 2, 2014 meeting of the University Heights Zoning Commission to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 
Present: Council Member Quezada. Zoning Commission Members: Alice Haugen, Kris McLure, Larry Wilson and Pat Yeggy. 
Staff present: Attorney Ballard and Clerk Anderson. Also present were: Andy Dudler, Louise From and Dorothy Maher. 
 
Absent: Zoning Commission Member Stuart Rosebrook. 
 
The minutes of the October 17, 2013 meeting were approved by unanimous consent.  

 

Public Input: Dorothy Maher, 60 Marietta Avenue, addressed the commission with her concerns. 
 
Council member Quezada began the meeting with a review of the moratorium points and issues in Resolution No. 14-26, which 
was approved by the city council during their September 2014 meeting. Quezada summarized some of the issues she and the 
Building, Zoning and Sanitation (BZS) team have addressed since she was appointed to council. 
 
Quezada called for nominations to fill the vacant Zoning Commission chair; nominations for Larry Wilson, who declined the 
nomination, and for Pat Yeggy. 

 
MOTION by McLure, seconded by Yeggy, to appoint Pat Yeggy chairperson of the Zoning Commission. Carried. 
 

  Haugen - Aye  Wilson - Aye 
McLure - Aye   Yeggy - Aye 
Rosebrook – Absent 

 
Chairperson Yeggy addressed the following items for review with the commission and asked for input. All items would apply to 
R-1 zoning and are listed in order of importance: 
 

Height of Accessory Structures and Buildings: 
1) Define accessory structures, including garages and in-law apartments. 
2) Establish a new height for accessory structures. (lower than 35 feet) 
3) Create a visual graph of height calculation. 

4) Other. 
 

Building Permits: 
1) Notice requirements to neighbors for ALL building permits impacting size or accessory structures, other, zoning and 

Board of Adjustments requests. 
2) Other. 

 

New Definitions Needed: 

1) Accessory building.  
2) Accessory use. 
3) Lot line. 
4) Driveway. 
5) Projections. 
6) Sensitive slope. 
7) Protected species of flora/fauna. 
8) Other definitions. 

 

Expanding Definitions to address: 
1) Front yards – Providing administrative process for determining the front yard where the lot is landlocked; lot with Horn 

Elementary orientation issue. 
2) Projections – A visual calculation of how this works. 
3) Other. 



 

With Respect to Yards: 
1) New term “green space” to mean grass, ground cover, trees, shrubs or other living cover—PUD cross reference. 
2) “Open space” left to mean “projections” but not driveways and not green space. 
3) Set-back limits to projections. 

4) Other. 
 

Surface-Water Runoff and Drainage related to Proposed Construction: 
1) Presently, R-1 is excluded from pre and post construction run-off obligations. 
2) Other. 

 

Revisiting Uses Categories: 
1) Create new use category exclusive to church and civic-uses not coded as R-1. 

2) Create table with uses. 
3) Other. 

 

Regulating Floor-Area Ratio (the ratio of a building’s total area to the lot/land upon which it is constructed): 
1) Is this appropriate? 
2) Other. 

 

Preserving Access to Air and Sunlight: 

1) Revisit existing set-back. 
2) Other. 

 

Other matters that may improve the Zoning Ordinance and Protect and Preserve Property Owners’ reasonable 

expectations regarding use and development of property: 
1) Comprehensive Plan. 
2) Other. 

 

At this time, the commission has no interest in discussing rules pertaining to in-law apartments. Zoning Commission member 
McLure would like to empower and authorize the Board of Adjustment to grant variances at their meetings. Commission 
discussed limiting height to 20 feet for accessory buildings and had questions on what surrounding cities have for building height. 
Iowa City currently limits to 25 feet. 
 
The next Zoning Commission meeting will be held October 7, 2014, at City Hall, at 7:00 pm. Additional meetings have been 
scheduled for October 22nd and October 30th; all at 7:00 pm at City Hall.  
 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:37 p.m. 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Attest: Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Pat Yeggy, Chairperson 

 
 

 
 
 


