
 
 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA         1004 Melrose Ave. 

 

       October 30, 2014  

 

Proceedings of the Zoning Commission of University Heights, Iowa, held at the City Office, 1004 Melrose Avenue, subject 

to approval by the Commission at a subsequent meeting. ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE 

STATED. 

 

Chairperson Yeggy called the October 30, 2014 meeting of the University Heights Zoning Commission to order at 7:02 p.m.  

 

Present: Zoning Commission Members: Alice Haugen, Stuart Rosebrook, Larry Wilson and Pat Yeggy. Staff present: Attorney 

Ballard and Clerk Anderson. Also present were: Louise From, Stepheny Gahn, Silvia Quezada and Mary Mathew Wilson. 

 

Absent: Zoning Commission Member Kris McLure. 

 

Approval of the October 22, 2014 meeting minutes were tabled to the next Zoning Commission meeting.  

 

Public Input: None. 

 

Review Proposed Accessory Building Restrictions: Attorney Ballard distributed a document where he had drafted proposed 

zoning ordinance definitions for the commission’s review. An accessory building would be “a building that is incidental and 

subordinate to the principal building on the property” and could “not be used for human occupancy or living”. The height would 

not exceed 20 feet in height.  The commission discussed how the height for the 20 foot building would be measured. 

 

A shed is defined “as a portable structure that does not exceed 144 square feet in area and may not exceed 8 feet in height. The 

commission discussed where the sheds would be permitted and if there needed to be a limit on the number of sheds allowed on 

the property. 

 

A private garage is defined “as an accessory building that is used primarily for storing private or pleasure-type motor driven 

vehicles owned and used by the occupants of the main building”. 

 

Commission member Rosebrook would like definitions for 1) attached garage, 2) detached garage, and 3) accessory buildings. 

 

Rosebrook queried if the commission was not freezing the property owner’s rights on what could be built on their property and 

where it could be located. (i.e. setbacks and “buildable area”) Rosebrook asked why should the city start “limiting the private 

property rights” in University Heights beyond the buildable area. Commission member Haugen replied that University Heights 

has an “openness” to the city and to “formalizing current practice” and not limiting property owners. Chairperson Yeggy stated 

that “everything that has occurred has been lawfully done and now [the city] has to balance the property rights of the individual 

owner against the general good of the community”. Rosebrook cautioned the commission to “not go too far”. 

 

Yeggy asked the commission if they wanted to include definition for Floor Area Ratio (FAR) in the priority list. Haugen replied 

the previous group had “done a lot of work” on defining FAR and if there was agreement on FAR it would solve a lot of the 

issues being discussed. Rosebrook stated he would like to know how many properties would be limited to build by using the FAR 

and what the long-term ramifications would be. 

 

Commission member Wilson commented that a decision needs to be made to either 1) preserve how the city currently looks, 2) 

allow “erosion” of the current aesthetic or 3) allow radical change. If residents do not want McMansions rules need to be in place. 

Rosebrook suggested that if the city wants to preserve its unique character, then areas should be designated as historical 

neighborhoods. 

 

Based on the discussion and suggestions from the commission, Attorney Ballard will update the definitions for consideration at 

the next meeting. 

 

Discuss Neighbor Notification for Building Permit Process: The council felt that any building outside of the buildable area or 

if the property owner is asking for variance or zoning change, the suggestion was to notify property owners within 200 feet of the 

property.  

Definitions and Regulations Concerning Yards: The commission would like to see definitions for the different “types” of 

yards: 1) area that falls within the setbacks, 2) front yard, 3) side yard, 4) rear yard, 5) required yard, and 6) front yard setback. 

Also, to measure the yard width, the commission feels it should be measure to the main building and not the overhang or to the 

projections. 



Additional Public Input: Silvia Quezada reminded the commission that the original complaint to the city council centered on 

height and encouraged the commission to keep working on all the issues. Mary Mathew Wilson commented that the height issue 

is spurring the commission to be reactive and the issues are not known widely throughout the city. Wilson stated she would like 

the commission to take their time and “be very detail-oriented” so there are not more issues in the future. Stepheny Gahn asked 

the commission to address irregular lot lines and how to define how much is the front yard. 

 

The next Zoning Commission meetings will be held November 5, 2014, at 7:00 pm at City Hall.  

 

 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:03 p.m. 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Attest: Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Pat Yeggy, Chairperson 
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