
 
 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA         1004 Melrose Ave. 

 

       December 10, 2014  

 

Proceedings of the Zoning Commission of University Heights, Iowa, held at the City Office, 1004 Melrose Avenue, subject 

to approval by the Commission at a subsequent meeting. ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE 

STATED. 

 

Chairperson Yeggy called the December 10, 2014 meeting of the University Heights Zoning Commission to order at 7:08 p.m.  

 

Present: Zoning Commission Members: Alice Haugen, Kris McLure, Larry Wilson and Pat Yeggy. Staff present Attorney Steve 

Ballard. Also present was: none. 

 

Absent: Commission Member Stuart Rosebrook, Clerk Chris Anderson. 

 

The December 3, 2010, minutes were approved, as amended, by unanimous consent.  

 

Public Input: none. 

 

Discussion of Definitions: Commission discussed final revisions and thoughts about recommended changes to Zoning Ordinance 

“definitions”.   The Commission discussed and recommends use of diagrams to illustrate various Zoning Ordinance provisions, 

including those related to setbacks, measuring “height”, and other matters. 

 

Separation between buildings:  The Commission discussed fire code and other code requirements establishing minimum 

distance between buildings and between buildings and lot lines.  The Commission will seek input from Building Official Terry 

Goerdt on this question. 

 

Lot Coverage Ratio:  The Commission discussed “Lot Coverage Ratio” as a way to preserve green space, provide owners with 

flexibility in use of their private property, and maintain size and mass compatibility of structures in the same neighborhood.  The 

Commission discussed the ordinances and approaches of several other communities.  The Commission generally is in favor of 

approaching the issue by focusing on a lot coverage restriction as opposed to a “Floor Area Ratio”.  The Commission will 

continue to discuss this topic at upcoming meetings. 

 

Input from Building Official: The Commission will ask Building Official Goerdt to attend its next meeting to address various 

topics and questions, including these: 

 

 What are the code requirements (fire and other) for minimum distance between buildings and minimum distance 

between buildings and lot lines – particularly the distance measured from building roofs?  

 

 What is an advisable distance for permitting architectural projections (things like porches, awnings, eaves, etc.) to 

extend into yards and setbacks? 

 

 Where terraces, porches, and other ground-level building attachments are permitted, how high should such appurtances 

be permitted to extend above grade? 

 

Further Public Input: none. 

 

 

The next Zoning Commission meetings will be held December 16, 2014, at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall.  

 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:50 p.m. 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Attest: Steven E. Ballard, City Attorney   Approved:  Pat Yeggy, Chairperson 

 (substituting for City Clerk) 


