
 
 

            

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, January 11, 2011 
Horn School Media Center  
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 

Time  Topic Owner 

7:00 
 
7:05 

Call to Order Meeting 
 
Public Input 

Roll Call 
Approval of Minutes Dec. 14, 2010 
 
Public Comments 

Louise From 
 
 
Louise From 

                                                                          

 Administration   

7:15 -Mayor Mayor Report Louise From 

 -City Attorney Legal Report Steve Ballard 

 -City Clerk City Clerk Report Chris Anderson 

  Committee Reports:    

 Finance  Committee Report 
-Preliminary Discussion of 2011-12 Budget 
-Bridge loan and Sales Tax report 
Treasurer Report/Payment of Bills 
 
-Discuss Americorp environmental project     
assistance invitation 
  

Brennan McGrath 
 
 
Lori Kimura 
 
 

 Community Protection Committee Report  
Police Chief report 
 

Jim Lane/M.Haverkamp 
Ron Fort 

 Streets and Sidewalks Streets & Sidewalks Report 
Engineer Report 

Pat Yeggy 
Josiah Bilskemper 

 Building, Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 
Zoning Report 

Stan Laverman 
Pat Bauer 

 e-Government Committee Report  Mike Haverkamp 

 Johnson County Council of 
Governments (JCCOG) 

 
Committee Report 

 
Louise From 

8:55 Announcements  Anyone 

9:00 Adjournment  Louise From 

 
Next Regular Council Meeting:  Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2011. 



                                                        January 2011- Mayor Report 

Appointments were made with consideration that cities work toward gender balanced boards, 
commissions, committees and councils by January 1, 2012. 

Silvia Quezada,416  Ridgeview is appointed to Zoning Commission.  Silvia has 
lived here 4 years with her husband and son.  She is an attorney at Trans 
American which is a division of Aegon.  ***Special thanks to Wally Heitman for 
serving on the Zoning Commission for the past 10 years. 

Margaret Donnelly, 909 Melrose is appointed to Board of Adjustment.  
Margaret has lived here 22 years with her husband and is a retired Social 
Worker. ***Special thanks to Laura Bowers for serving on the Board of 
Adjustment for nearly 10 years. 

Mayor’s 2010 MVP’s 

The 75th Anniversary Chautauqua and Parade Committee and volunteers: 

Mike Haverkamp, Pat Yeggy,  Jim Lane, John McLure, Harold Plate, Jeri Irvine, 
David Duncan, Ron Fort, Paul Moore, Kevin Perez, Laurel Haverkamp, Mike Noel, 
Catherine Lane, Sharyn Reitz, Melissa Torres, Dell Richard, Mary Richard, Nancy 
Collins, Christine Anderson, Tam Bryk, Walter Robles, Bill Gay, Bob From, Merle 
Puhrman, Karla Schmidt, Ken Yeggy 

Special MVP honors:  to Shive-Hattery for their sponsorship of the Chautauqua 
and designing and arranging for the purchase and placement of the Melrose Ave. 
wide sidewalk dedication plaque. 

 

Disclosure Statement 

“In 1998, McKinley Place Properties L.C. bought four condominium units 
from Prime Ventures L. C., according to real estate records on file with the 
Johnson County Recorder’s Office. 

Members of McKinley Place Properties included Louise From and Dell 
Richard, and their respective spouses. Richard is the attorney for St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church. 

Members of Prime Ventures were Jeff Maxwell and Gary Watts. 

“I had no idea that Jeff Maxwell was part of Prime Ventures until January 3, 2011, 
when some of the real estate papers were shown to me.  When the 
condominiums were purchased, the real estate agent was Gary Watts, who I 
thought was the sole owner of Prime Ventures.   The 1998 purchases were the 
only business dealings I have had with Prime Ventures.  



“I am publicly outlining this transaction in the interests of full disclosure.  I have 
spoken with the city attorney, and he has indicated that the condominium 
purchase does not present a conflict of interest that would prevent me from 
acting in my official capacity as mayor during the consideration of the proposed 
rezoning or during the later consideration of a PUD Plan Application. If any 
council members  has questions about this, I will be happy to answer them.” 

 

 



City Clerk Report 
January 11, 2010 
 
 

• No new building permits received since the last meeting. 
 
• Spoke with the owner of 396 Koser regarding his outstanding rental 

permit. The owner wanted to know “what do I get out of that fee” for 
each year. It is his opinion that the rental fee should cover inspections 
and he mentioned he may challenge paying the fee when I informed him 
the rental fee is payable yearly. I electronically sent him the rental 
ordinance at his request. I plan on speaking with Norm regarding this 
issue when he returns from vacation. 

 
• I left my contact information with the people living at 306 Highland Drive 

for the owner to contact me. It appears the owner has moved from North 
Carolina to Houston. I was able to determine which universities/colleges 
the owner was/had been employed at but could not find an active e-mail 
address or phone number.  

   
• Five new rental permits received since last meeting: 
 
  1417 Oakcrest Avenue 
  1427 Oakcrest Avenue 
  208 Highland Drive 
  230 Marietta Avenue 
  426 Ridgeview Avenue 
   
• Updates from Norm Cate, Rental Inspector, from his inspections:  
 
Conducted 7 inspections, 2 were no shows, 2 had violations that I'll return 
for. 
 
425 Koser over-occupancy – The lawyer for the owners of 425 Koser has 
been notified that the property is not a duplex; therefore the occupancy 
must be reduced. The owners were given until the 31st of this month. Norm 
will follow-up when he returns from his vacation. 
 
Norm returns from his vacation on January 17th.  
  
   
 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report     December 2010 
 
Our total revenue for the month of December was $232,640.60 comprised of the following 
amounts: 
    
Property Taxes       $  6,899.48 
Local Option Sales Tax      $ 10,509.92 
Parking fines       $   1,780.00 
Traffic Fines from Clerk of Court    $   5,364.71 
Interest on bank accounts     $   175.49 
Road Use Funds      $  7,220.10 
Rental Permits       $  1,200.00 
Police Reports       $     52.00 
Governors Traffic Safety Grant     $   4,549.03 
Reimbursement from DOT for wide sidewalk project  $194,889.84 
 
Balances in the bank accounts as of 12/31/10: 
 
MidwestOne Checking Account   $386,731.25 
Hills Bank Money Market Account  $ 23,436.30  
CD at UICCU (due 2/28/11)*   $ 39,899.93 
Forfeiture Fund     $  2,284.95 
 
 
*There will be another quarterly interest deposit recorded for the cd at UICCU, but as of today I 
haven’t received a statement for the end of December.   
 
I filed the quarterly I-JOBS report that was due at the end of December. We haven’t spent any of 
the $9,556.19 (total for 2 years) that we have received.  These funds can be used for any road use-
related project including road maintenance activities.    
 
We got 3 reimbursement checks in December from the DOT for the wide sidewalk project.  The 
total amount that we’ve gotten from the DOT so far is $348,966.36.  Our budget calls for the total 
reimbursement amount to be approximately $396,800.00. 
 
There will be another interest payment due February 23rd on the loan from MidwestOne Bank.   
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



City of University Heights, Iowa

Warrants for Council Approval 01/10/2011

December 15, 2010 through January 11, 2011
Date Name Memo Amount

Dec 15, '10 - Jan 11, 11
12/15/2010 Fort, Matthew A -1,261.49
12/15/2010 Fort, Ronald R -1,168.80
12/15/2010 Lefler, Josh -257.32
12/15/2010 Lord, Benjamin M -766.45
12/15/2010 Reinhard, Brad -1,219.25
12/15/2010 Strong, Donald K. -1,147.20
12/15/2010 Noell Perry dispatch for 2010 football season 64.25 hours at $20/hour-1,285.00
12/19/2010 McLeod USA/PAETEC automatic phone service payment-133.58
12/20/2010 MidwestOne Bank auto pymt to Deluxe Business Systems for checks/envelopes-293.38
12/26/2010 Leff Client Trust Account deductible for O'Leary claim -1,500.00
12/27/2010 MidAmerican Energy 1301 Melrose stop light -34.85
12/27/2010 MidAmerican Energy 1011 Melrose stop light -30.75
12/27/2010 MidAmerican Energy street lights -613.86
12/27/2010 MidAmerican Energy City Hall electricity -71.66
12/30/2010 Fort, Matthew A -1,261.49
12/30/2010 Fort, Ronald R -1,112.93
12/30/2010 Lord, Benjamin M -726.67
12/30/2010 Reinhard, Brad -1,128.54
12/30/2010 Strong, Donald K. -1,221.04
12/30/2010 Anderson, Christine M. -236.72
12/30/2010 From, Louise A. -454.14
12/30/2010 Haverkamp, Michael J -175.70
12/30/2010 Kimura, Lori D. -251.76
12/30/2010 Lane, James -184.70
12/30/2010 Laverman, Stanley M -184.70
12/30/2010 McGrath, Brennan -184.70
12/30/2010 Yeggy, Patricia A -184.70
12/30/2010 Wellmark BC/BS monthly insurance payment -1,528.72
12/31/2010 IOWA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM -97.13
12/31/2010 IOWA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM -2,563.58
12/31/2010 IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 107319-6 -9.30
12/31/2010 MidwestOne Bank 42-1109342 -3,910.00
12/31/2010 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA 42-1109342-001 -2,216.00
01/01/2011 Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue Building City Hall Rent -867.00
01/11/2011 Aero Rental birthday banner/ribbons for Chautauqua-40.04
01/11/2011 Anderson, Christine M. reimbursement for usb cord -17.99
01/11/2011 City of Iowa City bus, hydrant maintenance, 3rd quarter library service-10,568.00
01/11/2011 ABC Solutions Monthly fee for city website/email service-24.95
01/11/2011 Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue Building Garage rent -35.00
01/11/2011 SEATS Seats Payment -703.66
01/11/2011 City of Coralville fire protection services 1/1/11-6/30/11-14,859.00
01/11/2011 Norm Cate inspection services for December-490.00
01/11/2011 Terry Goerdt inspection services for December-910.00
01/11/2011 Guardian ID Services, Inc. id badge for housing inspector -7.50
01/11/2011 Hollywood Graphics caps for officers to wear -125.00
01/11/2011 Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Associati Annual membership dues -30.00
01/11/2011 Johnson County Refuse, Inc. December recycling -1,738.50
01/11/2011 Mediacom online service 1/3/11-2/2/11 -69.95
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Date Name Memo Amount

01/11/2011 Pyramid Services Inc. 2 oil changes/change airfilter -123.73
01/11/2011 Nate Moore Wiring Service rpl bulbs in office -28.20
01/11/2011 Qualification Targets Police training - Targets -488.11
01/11/2011 O'Reilly Auto Parts battery jump pack for unit #2 -69.99
01/11/2011 Iowa City Press-Citizen December extra proof -4.20
01/11/2011 Racom Corporation Police computer access fee -79.60
01/11/2011 Shive Hattery engineering fees for 7/1/10-10/29/10-19,766.99
01/11/2011 Shive Hattery engineering fees for 11/1/10-12/31/10-11,907.65
01/11/2011 Staples 2 toners for printers/envelopes -399.77
01/11/2011 Ultramax ammunition as required by ILEA-476.00
01/11/2011 Verizon Wireless monthly wire service/cell phone for police car-120.73
01/11/2011 VISA stamps/postage -47.66
01/11/2011 Westport Touchless Autowash November vehicle washes -6.00
01/11/2011 MidAmerican Energy pedestrian lights at 113 Golfview-34.69
01/11/2011 Copyworks signs for Chautauqua -18.00

Dec 15, '10 - Jan 11, 11
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Project #111102-0 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Olive Court Property Owners 
 
FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. (Shive-Hattery, Inc.) 
 
DATE:   January 7, 2011 
 
RE:   Olive Court Tree Evaluation 
 
At the beginning of this year, the City of University Heights contacted Mark Vitosh, the DNR District 
Forester, about providing an evaluation of all the trees within the city right-of-way along Olive Court.  
The purpose of the request was to get an assessment of the condition of these trees, by a certified 
arborist, in advance of an expected reconstruction of Olive Court in the near future.  Mr. Vitosh made 
this evaluation in June 2010, and his report is attached for your review.  We have attached a drawing of 
Olive Court to help clarify the locations of the trees in the report.  
 
The City owned right-of-way for Olive Court is 50-feet wide, and in general, encompasses the area from 
the west sidewalk to the east sidewalk.  Therefore, all the trees evaluated by Mr. Vitosh were located 
between the street and the sidewalk. 
 
As you are certainly aware, there are many rough spots on this street, and have been for awhile.  The 
City has held off on rebuilding the street, due to the construction traffic that accompanied the grading 
and new utility and roadway construction that took place for the Iowa City residential development at the 
south end of Olive Court.  In October 2008, Jeff Hendrickson (the developer who is building these new 
homes) entered into agreement with the City of University Heights to contribute financially to the 
reconstruction of Olive Court.  At this time, no design work has taken place on this project, and no 
drawings have been prepared showing what a new street would look like.  
 
One of the main concerns of street reconstruction is the impact on the existing trees in the right-of-way.  
Would the trees need to be removed?  Can they be protected and remain in place?  Are there certain 
trees worth saving and others that should be removed?  Obtaining a report from an arborist on the 
existing tree conditions was identified as the first step in trying to address these questions. 
 
The report recommends removing two existing trees now as they are potentially hazardous.  Since the 
time of the report, a third tree has shown to be dead with no leaf growth.  These three trees were 
marked with ribbon, and the City obtained quotes from several tree services to get a handle on the costs 
associated with removal.  Mr. Vitosh concludes the report with his thoughts on addressing these trees 
during the reconstruction process. 
 
There will be an agenda item on the Tuesday, February 8, 2011 city council meeting (7:00 pm) to begin 
discussing aspects of an Olive Court reconstruction project, including issues related to the existing trees 
in the city right-of-way.  We invite you to attend the meeting if you are able, as we would like to get input 
from those living on Olive Court early on in the discussion.  If you are unable to attend, but still have 
comments, ideas, questions, etc., please feel free to e-mail or send them to myself, jbilskemper@shive-
hattery.com (mailing address below), or Chris Anderson, the city clerk at (uhclerk@yahoo.com) or 
University Heights City Hall, Attn: City Clerk, 1004 Melrose Avenue, University Heights, Iowa 52246. 
 
For your convenience, the City's website (www.university-heights.org) includes the agenda, minutes, 
and other information related to each city council meeting. 
 
JDB/bad 

mailto:jbilskemper@shive-hattery.com
mailto:jbilskemper@shive-hattery.com
mailto:uhclerk@yahoo.com
http://www.university-heights.org/
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