
AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 
Location: Horn School 
600 Koser Ave. 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 

Time  Topic Owner 

7:00 
 
 
 
 
7:01 
          
 
7:10 
 
 
7:20 

Call to Order Meeting Roll Call 
-Approval of Minutes September 13, 2011 
-Approval of Minutes-special meeting 
September 27, 2011 
 
-Amy Hospodarsky, Iowa City  
Chamber of Commerce 
 
-Consideration and discussion of upgrade to 
pedestrian signal and change to traffic light 
phasing at Melrose/Sunset intersection 
 
 
Public Input 

Louise From 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brennan McGrath 
Kent Ralston 

                                                              

7:45 Administration   

 -Mayor Mayor’s Report Louise From 

 -City Attorney Legal Report-Consideration of Resolution No. 
11-16 encouraging citizens to approve the 
public measure for a property tax levy to 
support library services. 

Steve Ballard 

 -City Clerk City Clerk Report 
-Consider changing the regular city council 
meeting from the election day of Nov. 8th. 
-Rental Inspection Report  

Chris Anderson 
 

 Finance  Committee Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills  

Brennan McGrath 
 
Lori Kimura 

    

 Community Protection Committee Report 
 
 
Police Chief report 
 
- Discussion of adding a community service 
committee: ex. clean-up day to broaden the 
community protection committee. 
 
- Neighborhood Watch program update 

Rosanne Hopson/ 
Mike Haverkamp 
 
Ron Fort 
 
Rosanne Hopson 
 



Time  Topic Owner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 
 

Streets and Sidewalks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Building, Zoning & Sanitation 
 
 
Egovernment 
 
MPO-JC 
formerly known as JCCOG 
 
Announcements 
 
Adjournment 
 

Committee Report 
-Updates of tree report   
 
- Discussion of lane markings north of 
Sunset/Melrose similar to those south of 
Sunset/Melrose. 
 
Engineer Report 
Committee Report 
Zoning Report 
 
 
Committee Report 
 
Committee Report 
 
 
Public Comment Report 

Pat Yeggy 
 
 
Rosanne Hopson 
 
 
 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 
 
Stan Laverman 
Pat Bauer 
 
 
Mike Haverkamp 
 
Louise From 
 
 
Anyone 
 
Louise From 
 

 
Next Regular Council Meeting:  TBA 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Date: September 8, 2011 
 
To: Brennan McGrath  
 
From: Kent Ralston; Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
Re: Melrose Avenue & Sunset Avenue / Koser Avenue Signalization 
 
Per your request, we investigated the use of „leading pedestrian interval‟ signal phasing at both 
the Sunset / Melrose intersection as well as the Koser / Melrose intersection.  The purpose of 
the analysis was to determine if the existing „all-red‟ signal phasing at these locations could be 
replaced with the leading pedestrian phase to reduce overall intersection delay while 
maintaining pedestrian safety. 
 
Existing Conditions 
 
Currently, when „called‟ by a pedestrian (using the existing push buttons), the traffic signals at 
each location provide approximately 27 seconds for pedestrians to cross the street. Motorists 
traveling in all directions are held with a red signal for the entire 27 second „all-red‟ phase.   
 
Leading Pedestrian Interval 
 
With a leading pedestrian interval, motorists and pedestrians traverse the intersection at the 
same time. However, the „walk‟ signal appears 3-5 seconds before the green traffic signal for 
motorists on the parallel street.  This leading pedestrian interval increases the visibility of 
pedestrians in the crosswalk and allows them to establish priority in the crosswalk before turning 
vehicles can interfere.  The purpose of this strategy is to reduce pedestrian conflict with right 
and left turning motorists as well as the incidence of pedestrians yielding the right-of-way to 
turning vehicles.   
 
Analysis 
 
Replacing the existing „all-red‟ pedestrian phasing at said intersections with „leading pedestrian 
interval‟ signal phasing would reduce overall intersection delay at either intersection by a 
minimum of 15 seconds per signal cycle when the pedestrian push button(s) are actuated. A 
peak hour analysis performed from 4:30 – 5:30 on August 31st at the Sunset/Melrose 
intersection revealed that 15 pedestrians actuated the push-button (which if utilizing a leading 
pedestrian interval would have reduced overall intersection delay by approximately 4 minutes or 
7% during the peak hour). Motorists delayed by the current all-red pedestrian phase will notice a 
decrease in delay; other motorists will see no change to current signal operations.  With regards 
to pedestrian safety, Iowa City has implemented leading pedestrian intervals at several 
locations and has not observed any significant issues.   
 
Related improvements that could be made to the intersections include installing “Turning Traffic 
Must Yield to Pedestrians” signage on signal mast arms, replacing the existing pedestrian push-
buttons with audible push-buttons, replacing the existing pedestrian signals with countdown 
timers, and installing battery back-up systems.  Each of these improvements are endorsed in 
the Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  Ballpark cost estimates for these improvements 
are as follows – the cost estimates are for each intersection.   
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Cost Estimates (per intersection) 
 
$300 - Installation of „Turning Traffic Must Yield to Pedestrians‟ signs ($75 each - quantity 4) 
$784 - Sunset/Melrose Audible pedestrian „push-buttons‟ ($98 each - quantity 8) 
$392 - Koser/Melrose Audible pedestrian „push-buttons‟ ($98 each - quantity 4) 
$2,800 - Installation of Count-down pedestrian signals ($350 each - quantity 8) 
$4,950 - Installation of battery back-up system ($4,950 each - quantity 1) 
$150 - Time to rewire for leading pedestrian interval ($50/hr. - quantity 3) 
 
To install leading pedestrian intervals at either intersection, the City would need to purchase the 
pedestrian push buttons and be responsible for the rewiring fee.  Total cost for installing the 
leading pedestrian interval at Sunset/Melrose is estimated at $934; total cost for Koser/Melrose 
is estimated at $542. 
 
 
 

Please contact me at kent-ralston@iowa-city.org or 356-5253 with any questions you may have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Louise From, Mayor, University Heights 
 John Yapp, Director, MPOJC 

mailto:kent-ralston@iowa-city.org


October 2011-     Mayor Report 

Sept. 28
th

- Special Meeting of MPO-JC Urbanized Area Policy Board- The Board was asked to consider a letter of support and 

staff assistance for the East Central Iowa Sustainable Initiative grant application.  The Board voted to support this.   The grant 

goal is to develop more of a regional framework and to identify regional projects and initiatives which benefit the region as a 

whole. 

Sept. 28
th

- Attended the Emergency Management Meeting- We toured the new Johnson County R-52 truck. Highlights: updates 

on grant applications and future meetings.  ICFD Battalion Chief Brian Platz is the new JC Hazmat Teamleader.  He replaced Ken 

Brown who retired. 

Oct. 4
th

 –Attended the Regional Trails and Bicycling Committee- The MPO-JC said they are willing to help University Heights 

with the Bike Friendly Community application.  I will work with them on it.   It was also suggested that in May 2012 during “Bike 

to Work Week” that University Heights organize a breakfast for the bicyclists.  I told the committee that I would work on 

organizing that event.  Please let me know if anyone else is interested in working on this. 

Oct. 6
th

 - I was contacted by Steve Smith of Johnson County Refuse about leaf dates. 

 Leaf vacuuming date is: Thursday, Nov. 10
th

   

 Free Leaf Bag pick up date is: Thursday, Nov. 17
th 

-Mike Haverkamp posted on the city website. 

-Ron Fort posted on the city hall door. 

-Sent dates to the Press-Citizen for publication. 

  



October ’11 – City Attorney's Report 

 

 

Library Levy.  A public measure will be on the City election ballot November 8, 

2011, asking whether the Council should adopt a levy to support library services.  At 

tomorrow’s meeting, you will be considering Resolution No. 11-16, which 

encourages voters to vote “Yes” on the measure. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Leff/SEB/UH/UH Atty Reports/UHAttyRept October ’11 legal report 



RESOLUTION NO. 11-16 
 

RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING RESIDENTS 

 TO VOTE “YES” ON LIBRARY LEVY. 
 

 

WHEREAS, residents of University Heights may obtain library cards at 
both the Iowa City and Coralville public libraries without individual charge,  
thanks in large part to an additional property tax levy that University Heights 
voters approved overwhelmingly (88% in favor) in November 2005; and 

 

WHEREAS, the library levy allows the City of University Heights to defray 
the costs of library services for its residents; and 

 

WHEREAS more than 600 library cards have been issued to University 
Heights residents from the Iowa City Public Library alone, with another 125 
issued by the Coralville Public Library, demonstrating the widespread use of this 
service,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of University Heights, 
Iowa, that the University Heights City Council encourages its residents to vote 
“YES” for the library levy which will be on the November 8, 2011 City Election 
Ballot. 

 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Hopson _____    _____     _______ 
Laverman _____   _____    _______ 
McGrath _____    _____   _______ 
Yeggy  _____    _____  _______ 

 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 
day of October, 2011. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 

 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 11-16 – 101111 encouraging support of library levy 



City Clerk Report 
October 11, 2011 
 
 

 Two new building permits were received since the last meeting: 
 
  28 George Street – Finish existing space under addition 
  28 Highland Drive – Install egress window 
 

 Two new rental permits were received since the last meeting: 
 
  11 Glencrest Drive 
  100 Highland Drive 
   

 Report from Norm: 
 

 August and September were lightly scheduled months for rental 
 inspections.  
 
 Initial inspections and re-inspections were conducted at 100 and 121 
 Highland and 32 Olive Ct. 25 Highland Drive was investigated for over-
 occupancy.  It was inspected for the 1st time as rental property, 
 resulting in the occupancy being reduced and now in compliance, and the 
 property owner stating his intentions to be a good neighbor. 
 
 An initial investigation of over-occupancy at 1236 Melrose has led to  a 
 notice of violation being issued to the owners, with the request that the 
 occupancy be reduced to the allowed limit by the end of this current 
 semester. 
 
 October appears to be a busy month for rental inspections with up to 
 15 properties on the schedule. 
 

 Tree trimming letters were mailed out the beginning of the month. The list 
 from Shive Hattery included non-existent address (listed below). I spoke 
 with Josiah to resend me the correct addresses but unfortunately the 
 interns are gone. Pat would you be able to help me with these non-existent 
 addresses?  I would really appreciate your assistance with this. Then I’ll 
 send out the notices to those corrected addresses. 
 
 337 Koser  
 104, 200, 202 and 205 George 
 504 Sunset 
 100, 300 and 400 Marietta 
 69 Olive Court 
 208 and 209 Ridgeview 
 

 I spoke with Amanda Stahle today regarding the upcoming city election. 
Early voting should be available early next week. The Auditors Office will 
send out a press release, per Amanda. 



University Heights

Building Permits

January 1, 2011 - October 11, 2011

Permit # Building Address

Date 

Issued Fee

Building 

Valuation Description of Remodeling

BLD11-001 209 Ridgeview 4/17/2011 $337.10 n/a Uncovered deck

BLD11-002 228 Highland Drive 4/17/2011 $565.90 n/a Replace foundation

BLD11-002a 36 Olive Court 2/8/2011 $50.00 n/a Receptacles and circuits added to feeder panel

BLD11-003 21 Prospect Place 5/4/2011 $1,123.50 $112,000.00 Addition/remodel

BLD11-004 220 Highland Drive 6/14/2011 $421.00 $25,000.00 Adding a bathroom and closet

BLD11-005 426 Koer Avenue 6/8/2011 $79.50 Uncovered wood deck

246 Koser Avenue 5/25/2011 $50.00 $600.00 Electrical permit - Changing service overhead and underground

BLD11-006 120 Koser Avenue 6/3/2011 $536.80 $35,000.00 24'x26' detached garage, new driveway and sidewalk

BLD11-007 316 Monroe Street 6/8/2011 $111.70 $4,000.00 Window enlargement and replacement

BLD11-008 216 Monroe Street 6/19/2011 $267.45 $18,013.00 Bathroom remodel

1237 Melrose Avenue 7/21/2011 $50.00 Electrical permit - install new overhead 100 amp service; wire AC unit and wire furnace

BLD11-010 1456 Grand Avenue 8/4/2011 $435.40 $21,742.00 3 season porch

BLD11-011 60 Marietta Avenue 8/10/2011 $2,311.95 $280,000.00 New single-family residence, finished basement,two-car garage and 4 season room

DEM-001 60 Marietta Avenue 8/11/2011 $50.00 Demolition permit

BLD11-013 23 George Street 9/26/2011 $526.53 $27,300.00 Finish existing space under addition

BLD11-014 28 Highland Drive 9/20/2011 $51.50 $1,200.00 Install egress window

Total $6,968.33 $524,855.00



Electrical permit - install new overhead 100 amp service; wire AC unit and wire furnace

New single-family residence, finished basement,two-car garage and 4 season room



Treasurer’s Report     September 2011 

 

Our total revenue for the month of September was $81,550.84 comprised of the following amounts: 

    

Property Taxes      $66,531.34 

Parking fines      $   85.00 

Traffic Fines from Clerk of Court    $ 3,873.87 

Interest on bank accounts     $   106.04 

Road Use Funds      $ 9,789.59 

Rental permits      $  700.00 

Police Reports      $   25.00 

Marietta parking permits     $  440.00  

 

Balances in the bank accounts as of  9/30/11: 

 

MidwestOne Bank Checking Account  $212,389.81 

Hills Bank Money Market Account   $ 23,499.85  

CD at UICCU (due 2/28/2014)   $ 40,593.46 

Forfeiture Fund     $  2,290.83 

 

 

You may recall that there were 2 deposits for Local Option Sales tax last month so there was not one in 

September.   

 

I finished up the corrections that Steve Kuhl directed me to make for the FY10-11 year.  There was nothing 

major, just a couple of  reclassifications of expenses due to bookkeeping errors and a couple of transfers 

between the different funds to help even things out.  I revised the Cash Receipts & Disbursement Reports 

for June, July and August so those numbers are all correct.  I also printed off revised financial reports for 

June 2011 and put all the updated copies in the financial book.  If anyone wants copies of the revised final 

reports let me know. 

 

The financial audit starts next week.  Thanks to Chris Anderson for helping me start to get things in order 

and to Josiah for getting all the wide sidewalk and stimulus fund reimbursement paperwork together.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of University Heights, Iowa

Warrants for Council Approval 10/10/2011

September 14 through October 11, 2011

Date Name Memo Amount

Sep 14 - Oct 11, 11

09/15/2011 Fort, Matthew A -1,622.63

09/15/2011 Fort, Ronald R -1,888.39

09/15/2011 Lord, Benjamin M -1,028.04

09/15/2011 Reinhard, Brad -1,962.28

09/15/2011 Strong, Donald K. -1,741.87

09/18/2011 McLeod USA/PAETEC automatic phone service payment -138.49

09/22/2011 MidAmerican Energy pedestrian lights at 113 Golfview -27.62

09/22/2011 MidAmerican Energy 1011 Melrose stop light -32.22

09/22/2011 MidAmerican Energy City Hall electricity -110.68

09/23/2011 MidAmerican Energy street lights -612.02

09/26/2011 MidAmerican Energy 1301 Melrose stop light -32.41

09/30/2011 Fort, Matthew A -1,622.62

09/30/2011 Fort, Ronald R -1,858.46

09/30/2011 Lord, Benjamin M -1,233.41

09/30/2011 Reinhard, Brad -1,631.76

09/30/2011 Strong, Donald K. -1,872.40

09/30/2011 Anderson, Christine M. -316.99

09/30/2011 Kimura, Lori D. -339.68

09/30/2011 From, Louise A. -463.97

09/30/2011 Haverkamp, Michael J -179.70

09/30/2011 Hopson, Rosanne C -188.70

09/30/2011 Laverman, Stanley M -188.70

09/30/2011 McGrath, Brennan -188.70

09/30/2011 Yeggy, Patricia A -188.70

09/30/2011 Wellmark BC/BS monthly insurance payment -1,614.92

09/30/2011 Internal Revenue Service federal payroll taxes for 42-1109342 -6,049.07

09/30/2011 IOWA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM -3,902.85

09/30/2011 IOWA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM -138.57

09/30/2011 IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT107319-6 -148.62

09/30/2011 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA 42-1109342-001 -2,450.00

10/01/2011 Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue BuildingCity Hall Rent -867.00

10/02/2011 Verizon Wireless monthly wire service/cell phone for police car autopayment-121.84

10/11/2011 SEATS Seats Payment -703.66

10/11/2011 Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue BuildingGarage rent -35.00

10/11/2011 City of Iowa City bus service September -2,741.00

10/11/2011 Galls Incorporated 3 boxes of rubber gloves/shears for first aid kits-85.93

10/11/2011 Iowa City Tire and Service 8 new snow tires -905.92

10/11/2011 Johnson County Refuse, Inc. September recycling -1,738.50

10/11/2011 Mediacom online service 10/2/11-11/2/11 -69.95

10/11/2011 Terry Goerdt inspection services for September -1,260.00

10/11/2011 Norm Cate inspection services for August & September-490.00

10/11/2011 Racom Corporation Police computer access fee -79.60

10/11/2011 Shive Hattery engineering services 7/1/11-9/2/11 -11,753.70

10/11/2011 Staples dvds to make copies of council meetings -22.99

10/11/2011 Westport Touchless Autowash August & September vehicle washes -66.00

10/11/2011 James P Glasgow Woodside Dr garage rent for all of 2011 -1,100.00
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Date Name Memo Amount

10/11/2011 Terry, Lockridge & Dunn Inc services related to TIF analysis/proposal,meetings/reports-12,875.00

10/11/2011 VISA water for water cooler/stamps/binder for treasurer/clerk-125.24

10/11/2011 O'Reilly Auto Parts windshield wiper blades/floor mats/brake fluid-71.96

10/11/2011 Iowa City Press-Citizen September publications -290.44

10/11/2011 Piper Jaffray & Co TIF analysis through end of September -6,000.00

10/11/2011 Dorsey & Whitney LLP legal services for TIF/2011 economic development project-5,828.00

10/11/2011 Kronlage & Olson PC progress billing for audit services through September-1,200.00

10/11/2011 Perdue Locksmithing replace lock/keys for city offices front door -290.00

10/11/2011 Pyramid Services Inc. 2 oil changes/rpl brakes 2009 car -485.95

10/11/2011 John McClure reimbursement for supplies for videotaping meetings-129.50

10/11/2011 ABC Solutions Monthly fee for city website/email service -24.95

Sep 14 - Oct 11, 11
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Project #111102-0 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   University Heights, Mayor, Council, and Staff 
FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. 
DATE:   October 10, 2011 
RE:   City Engineer’s Report 
 

(1) Melrose Avenue Wide Sidewalk 
 

a. The Office of Local Systems in Ames has notified us that final reimbursement request 
can be filed.  This will be submitted this week.  Retainage amount is $14,498.89. 

 
(2) Sunset Street Wide Sidewalk 

 
a. Iowa DOT Funding Request was submitted and received approval. 

 
b. Pat Yeggy submitted the City’s request to begin contract negotiation with the consultant 

selected by the council per the interview process.  The Office of Local Systems has 
approved this request, and the consultant will be drafting an agreement for design and 
construction services to be submitted for review by the City and the Iowa DOT. 

 
c. The “Concept Statement” for the project will be prepared by the city engineer and 

submitted to the DOT prior to the October 18
th
 deadline. 

 
(3) Intersection Reconstruction – George Street and Koser Avenue 

 
a. Plans complete, construction specs under review.  Will be provided this week to at least 

3 construction firms with recent street construction work in University Heights. 
 

(4) Melrose Avenue and Sunset Street Patching (ARRA Funds) 
 

a. Final documentation received from the contractor (L.L. Pelling) last week.  We have put 
together project documentation and materials forms in advance of the project audit to 
be handled by the District 6 engineering office. 

 
b. Upon completion of the audit process, final retainage can be released to the contractor, 

and final reimbursement request submitted to the DOT. 
 

(5) Work in Right-of-Way 
 

a. 220 Koser Avenue: New driveway/sidewalk in conjunction with garage construction. 
 

b. 309 Sunset Street: New sanitary force main installation in conjunction with new private 
pump station to replace existing home septic system. 

 
(6) MUTCD Sign Management Plan 

 
a. Drafting of the sign management plan document is underway, and a draft of this should 

be complete for the November council meeting (September meeting). 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these or any other items. 
JDB 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Date: October 6, 2011 
 
To: University Heights Mayor & City Council 
 
From: Kent Ralston; Assistant Transportation Planner 
 
Re: One University Place TIF – Public Comment 
 
 

At your request, MPO staff has been collecting public input related to the One University Place 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) for 1300 Melrose Avenue.  Staff received five emails (from 
one author) with written correspondence received between September 12th and September 26, 
2011 which are attached for your review.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments: 
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