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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
March 8, 2011 

Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, held at the University Club, 1360 Melrose Ave., 
subject to approval by the Council at a subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS 
OTHERWISE STATED.     
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FISCAL YEAR July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 BUDGET 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Yeggy called the public hearing on the budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 
to order at 7:05 p.m. Steve Kuhl, of Greenwood and Crim, gave an update on the changes made to the budget at the 
last meeting and highlighted several line items.   
 
Pat Bauer stated that a long-term perspective is needed for sound financial decisions. Using information he 
presented to the council in the fall, coupled with the FY12 budget figures, Bauer distributed reports to the council 
and audience.  He said that assessed property values have increased approximately $10 million in the past four years 
and the tax rollback has increased from 44 to 48% resulting in a 20% increase in property tax revenues. He projects 
that the city’s fund balance will be $446,775 at the end of FY12. 
 
Two areas of concern for Bauer, 1) He said that 50% of the Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) money has been 
allocated for certain expenses as opposed saving it, and 2) a significant percentage of the budget goes to the police 
department; far larger than other municipalities per capita. Bauer recommends that the FY12 budget be amended to 
spend $5,000 to $10,000 to hire a law enforcement consultant to review the police department.  Bauer proposed 
purchasing coverage from Johnson County Sheriff for overnight hours.  Bauer reiterated his respect for Police Chief 
Fort and the professionalism he has brought to the department. 

Jim Lane stated he was concerned where the LOST money was being used  It could be unavailable in several years 
and the council needs to look at contingencies that do not include using  the LOST funds for normal city operating 
expenses. Lane does not believe that using the Johnson County Sheriff for police protection will  reduce police 
expenses. He hopes that the remaining LOST funds can be used for a community center in the new development.  

Jerry Zimmerman suggested that the police department consider using cost effective measures such as video 
surveillance and red-light camera enforcement. 
 
Jane Swails wanted to know what the Council would do with Pat Bauer’s information.  Steve Kuhl commented that 
the council could decrease line items but a proposed budget cannot be increased above what was published. 

 
Kathy Belgum thinks that the Sunset Wide-Sidewalk project is unnecessary and the council should vote to reverse 
their decision.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Yeggy adjourned the public hearing at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Yeggy called the March 8, 2011 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:36 
p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor Pro Tem Yeggy.  Council Members Mike Haverkamp, Rosanne Hopson, Stan Laverman and 
Brennan McGrath.   Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Police Chief Fort, Treasurer Kimura, and 
Clerk Anderson.   Also present were Pat Bauer, Andrew Beg, Kathy Belgum, June Braverman, Andy Dudler, Ann 
Dudler, Linda Fincham, Alice Haugen, Rick Hopson, Eunice Hunzelman, Russ Hunzelman, Catherine Lane, Jim 
Lane, Jeff Maxwell, Rachel Prickman, Kent Ralston, Mary Schmidt, Rich Schmidt, Jane Swails, Mary Mathew 
Wilson, Larry Wilson, John Yapp and Jerry Zimmerman. 
 
Absent: Mayor From 
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The minutes of the February 8, 2011meeting of the Council were presented, amended and approved by unanimous 
consent.  The minutes of the March 1, 2011meeting of the Council were presented and approved by unanimous 
consent.   
 
Public Input: Members of the public addressed the council regarding the proposed development and the submission 
of the PUD. Comments in regard to finding common ground, that University Heights community needs should be 
addressed in the commercial development and the danger of committing all of the city’s borrowing limit to the TIF 
were mentioned.  Protecting the ravine, scaling down the project, and having a community space were also 
mentioned, as were the value of work sessions and the importance of a 3-D scale model.  There were many 
comments that the PUD process should be slowed down, and one comment that the process should move forward so 
that assumptions and pre-judgements about the project could be addressed.  Councilors were urged to respond to the 
needs of the community and do the right thing.  Others said that they thought Council should wait until the church 
sold the property to the developer before considering the PUD; it was mentioned that the church is currently 
evaluating the possibility of adding onto their existing building instead of moving. 
 
Jeff Maxwell was criticized for making “bad” promises and being quoted in a newspaper that he had back-up plans 
for the property that would not require city approval. 
 
Jeff Maxwell stated that the ravine will be protected and only one tree that he owns will be removed. He said that  
if the church decides to sell, he needs to be accommodating to them and they will be able to hold services in the 
existing building until their new church is built.  
 
Asked about a 3-D model, he said “yes”, but that it would not be completed by the time of the PUD submission.  He  
stated that it would be ludicrous to assume that he would put the city in a financial bind by asking for 100% of our 
bonding capability for TIF. He intends that the development include a community center and that the buildings be 
LEED certified. 
 
Asked about rental units in the development, Maxwell said that residential rentals would be limited to the mixed-use 
structure and only for visiting faculty and post graduate students. 

 
Mayor’s Report: A written report was presented.   
 
Legal Report: A written report was presented. Attorney Ballard commented that he does not 
believe Iowa law or University Heights ordinances require that a PUD applicant own a particular property before 
submitting an application.  The council could amend the Zoning Ordinance to require the developer own the 
property prior to a PUD submittal. 
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Laverman, to require that reports be submitted 24 hours before the council 
meeting or allow time in the meeting to review items. Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
Ballard addressed the statement in his legal report that council should not reach consensus on individual items they 
wanted in the PUD tonight but to wait until the application is received. He said that Council should be cautious and 
not risk a legal challenge by asking for something now, and later backtracking because they considered new 
information. He agreed that public work sessions are a good idea. He said if Council members had specific items 
they may want to see addressed in the PUD, now would be the time to say it. 
 
Council member Haverkamp wants a grocery market included; Council member Hopson wants the size scaled back 
to a 4-2, keep the ravine untouched, a dedicated community space and no rental properties. Council member 
McGrath also wants a 4-2 scale and no rental properties, a 3D model presented as soon sooner rather than later, and 
the highest level of LEED certification possible. Yeggy stated she also wants LEED certification and a grocery 
store. She would also like to see a cost/benefit analysis for the project. 
 
Ballard asked the council for input on the memo concerning procedures for considering the PUD application.  
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Council directed Ballard that, upon receipt of a PUD application, the application should be circulated to the Mayor, 
Council, and staff, published on the City website, and made available for inspection at the city office; in addition, 
public comment should be invited and staff should be asked to prepare reports in response to the application,  
 
Hopson feels there is no need to rush, especially if the church is considering an addition.  She feels that community 
relations will become further divided if the process moves forward now. 
 
Council member Haverkamp stated that University Heights has the oldest housing stock and population in the area. 
The PUD application is just the beginning of a long process and if the church does not sell, a lot of good work has 
happened for any future developments. He is looking forward to a process where the community is all working 
together. He does not like the idea of making sub-committees; everything should be done in public with everyone 
present. Haverkamp agreed that the council should hold public work sessions. 
 
Council member Hopson asked that Ordinance 180 be amended to include that the property be owned prior to a 
PUD submittal. Attorney Ballard will work on a draft for the next council meeting. 
  
Clerk’s Report:  A written report was presented. One rental permit and one building permit were received. Two 
properties on Melrose Avenue were cited for over-occupancy and they must be brought into compliance by the end 
of the semester.  Laverman wants a review of a policy that allows over-occupied rentals to remain in violation until 
the end of a semester. 
 
Finance Report: Steve Kuhl, accountant for University Heights, stated that the council could decrease line items 
but a proposed budget cannot be increased above what was published. Kuhl reminded the council the budget is not 
set in stone but rather is a planning tool. Line items can be amended as needed in the future. 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath, to approve the budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2011 through June 
30, 2012. 
 
Amendments were proposed to the FY12 budget. 
 
McGrath wanted to eliminate the Sunset wide-sidewalk funding.  Council member Laverman asked the MPOJC 
director John Yapp if there would be ramifications if the city returned the grant; Yapp stated that he could not speak 
to how the board would view previously awarded projects where the funds were turned back in, but the process is 
competitive. Returned funds would be reallocated within the urbanized area.  The application process occurs every 
two years. 
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Hopson, to eliminate the Sunset Street Wide-Sidewalk preliminary engineering 
phase from the FY12 budget in the amount of $37,500.  Not Carried. 
  
  Haverkamp - No  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - No 
  Laverman – No 
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Hopson, to eliminate the Golfview and Oakcrest storm intake projects from the 
FY12 budget. Carried. 
  
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - No 
  Laverman – No 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath, approving the budget, as published, for the fiscal year July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2012. Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 



 

4 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  A written report was presented.  All bills presented were approved, as amended, by 
unanimous consent. 
 

 
Warrants 

February 9, 2011 through March 8, 2011 
 

Name Amount  Name Amount 
MidwestOne Bank 151,543.74  Terry Goerdt 525.00 
City of Iowa City 14.61  Ahlers Law Firm 2,500.00 
Matthew Fort 1,349.78  Leff Law Firm, L.L.P. 21,531.00 
Ronald Fort 1,360.23  Communications Engineering Company 1,769.33 
Benjamin Lord 958.35  ABC Solutions 24.95 
Reinhard, Brad 1,310.96  SEATS 703.66 
Donald Strong 1,108.87  Paul Moore 35.00 
McLeod USA/PAETEC 134.57  City of Iowa City 3,893.67 
MidAmerican Energy 33.32  Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities 436.59 
MidAmerican Energy 29.38  Johnson County Refuse, Inc. 10,313.50 
MidAmerican Energy 87.20  Mediacom 69.95 
MidAmerican Energy 613.77  NAPA Auto Parts 24.96 
Matthew Fort 1,377.16  Racom Corporation 79.60 
Ronald Fort 1,367.54  Staples 57.97 
Lori Kimura 334.03  Ultramax 2,622.00 
Benjamin Lord 814.85  Verizon Wireless 120.91 
Brad Reinhard 1,248.00  Westport Touchless Autowash 40.00 
Donald Strong 1,104.23  VISA 195.81 
Wellmark BC/BS 1,528.72  Norm Cate 735.00 
Christine Anderson 186.42  John McClure 101.52 
IPERS 2,844.93  Hawkeye Community College 255.00 
IPERS 136.77  Benjamin Lord 10.66 
Internal Revenue Service 3,936.60  Johnson County Auditor 1,537.75 
Paul Moore 867.00    

 
 
Total Receipts             $ 39,854.00      Total Warrants                 $221,874.86 
 
Community Protection: A written report was submitted by Police Chief Fort. Council member Hopson placed 
orange cones near 116 Golfview to facilitate traffic turning onto Golfview.  Permanent signs and pavement markings 
will be placed later in the spring. 
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Hopson, to hire a consultant to review the police department, costs not to 
exceed $5,000.Not Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - No  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - No 
  Laverman – No 
 
Council member Laverman commented that he felt this should not be done for just the police department, but for all 
aspects of city services in comparison to other cities. 
 
Streets and Sidewalks:  Mayor Pro Tem Yeggy stated she had received a survey from Mark Vitosh of the DNR; he 
wants to know the city’s ordinances and policies regarding tree maintenance. 
 
Engineer Bilskemper stated that he received the data from Iowa State regarding the street mapping and he will 
forward the maps to the council. He is currently working on analyzing the data. The MS4 report is done.  
Bilskemper also noted that storm intake labels will need to be replaced. 
 
The city will need to interview 3 engineering consultants as the next step in the Sunset Wide-Sidewalk project. 
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Mary Mathew Wilson expressed concern that the stop sign at Koser and George, which was struck by a snowplow, 
has not been repaired.  The sign will be repaired as soon as conditions permit.   
 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Haverkamp, to contract with MSI for street sweeping and to send the $500 
deposit for the water meter to the City of Iowa City. Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
Building, Zoning & Sanitation: Council member Laverman requested that the webmaster add a link to the water 
quality report for the city. 
 
Council member Hopson inquired about a city-wide clean-up day. Hopson volunteered to serve on the committee; 
Larry Wilson also volunteered. 
 
Mary Mathew Wilson asked when the gravel would be removed from Paul Moore’s lot.  Laverman said he would 
make inquiries as to the schedule for re-sodding the lot. 
 
E-Government: Council member Haverkamp will be adding virus software to the police department and 
clerk/treasurer computers. 
 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPOJC):  The next meeting is March 30th. 
 
Announcements:  Attorney Ballard announced there is a Board of Adjustment meeting on March 9th. Dottie Maher, 
who owns 60 Marietta Street, is requesting a variance from the front setback. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 11:05 p.m.   
 
 
_________________________________    __________________________________ 
 Attest:   Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Pat Yeggy, Mayor Pro Tem 
 


