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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
December 13, 2011 

Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, held at Horn School, 600 Koser Ave., subject to 
approval by the Council at a subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE 
STATED.     
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
Mayor From called the December 13, 2011 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Mike Haverkamp, Rosanne Hopson, Stan Laverman (via telephone for 
two votes), Brennan McGrath, and Pat Yeggy.   Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Steve Ballard, Police 
Chief Fort, and Clerk Anderson.   Also present Pat Bauer, Kathie Belgum, Andy Dudler, Ann Dudler, Alice Haugen, 
Tom Haugen, Catherine Lane, Jim Lane, Al Leff, Jan Leff, Larry Wilson, Mary Mathew Wilson, and Ken Yeggy. 
 
Absent: Treasurer Kimura 
 
The minutes of the November 7, 2011 meeting of the Council were presented and amended to change “major” to 
“mayor” in three places. The minutes were approved, as amended, by unanimous consent.   
 
Public Input: None. 
 
Mayor’s Report A written report was presented. Mayor From thanked the staff at Horn Elementary School for 
allowing the city meeting to be held at the school and John McLure for videotaping the meeting. 
 
Mayor From updated the council on the first annual Severson Charity Challenge. It is a competition between cities 
with their full time city employees (FTE). Due to the low number of city FTEs and the short notice, the city would 
collect, at the city office, non-perishable food items for the Crisis Center and Hope Lodge. All University Heights 
residents may contribute non-perishable food items to the city office or Hedlund Dental Office during regular 
business hours. Contributions will be accepted through January 7, 2012. 
 
A special council meeting will be held specifically for an orientation on January 10, 2012, at 5:30pm-6:30pm at city 
hall.  The regular Jan. 10th city council meeting will follow at Horn School at 7:00pm.  There are openings for the 
Board of Adjustments and the Zoning Commission.  Any resident who is interested in serving should contact the 
mayor. 
 
Legal Report:  A written report was presented.  
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Yeggy, to approve Resolution No. 11-21, increasing the franchise fee for 
cable television, with MCC Iowa LLC, from 3% of gross revenues to 5%. Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Absent 
 
MOTION by Haverkamp, seconded by Yeggy, to approve Resolution No. 11-22 authorizing the Mayor to sign and 
the Clerk to attest an Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) Agreement for Transportation Enhancement 
Program Project- Sunset Street Wide Sidewalk. This project contemplated by this funding agreement has an 
estimated total cost of $292,500.00 Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - No 
  Hopson - No  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
MOTION by Haverkamp, seconded by Yeggy, to approve Resolution 11-23, authorizing the Mayor to sign 
Amendment No. 1 to the Professional Services Agreement for Sunset Street Wide Sidewalk Project with Shive- 
Hattery, Inc. (Consultant) to increase the scope of the project to include ADA-compliant sidewalk curb ramps on 
the east side of Sunset Street with additional Consultant fees of $3,175.40. Carried. 
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  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
Clerk’s Report:  A written report was presented. Two new building permits and five new rental permits were 
received since the last meeting.  
 
Discussion of 1236 Melrose Avenue over-occupancy violation was tabled until the next council meeting. 
 
Finance Report:  Council member McGrath gave an overview of the city’s financial position through November 
2011. 
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Hopson, to approve payment of the Terry, Lockridge & Dunn invoices. 
Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - No 
  Laverman – Absent 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  A written report was presented.  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent. 
 

Warrants 
November 8, 2011 through December 13, 2011 

 
Name Amount  Name Amount 
City of Iowa City 21.24  Hills Bank and Trust 3,419.55 
Matthew Fort 1,359.97  Dorsey & Whitney LLP 2,232.00 
Ronald Fort 1,962.74  Breese Plumbing & Heating 119.04 
Benjamin Lord 1,367.96  ABC Solutions 24.95 
Brad Reinhard 1,738.72  SEATS 703.66 
Donald Strong 1,376.00  Paul Moore 35.00 
McLeod USA/PAETEC 137.68  City of Iowa City 6,909.07 
MidAmerican Energy 30.18  Ed. Roehr Safety Products 891.08 
MidAmerican Energy 30.26  Fountain Transmission Specialists 125.00 
MidAmerican Energy 30.74  Terry Goerdt 630.00 
MidAmerican Energy 80.45  Norm Cate 350.00 
MidAmerican Energy 612.98  Guardian ID Services, Inc. 103.10 
Anderson, Christine M. 186.87  Iowa City Tire and Service 53.00 
Matthew Fort 1,426.62  Johnson County Refuse, Inc. 11,738.50 
Ronald Fort 1,682.69  Leff Law Firm, L.L.P. 20,547.14 
Lori Kimura 224.24  Benjamin Lord 10.69 
Benjamin Lord 1,089.95  Mediacom 69.95 
Brad Reinhard 1,414.72  Old Republic Surety Group 133.00 
Donald Strong 1,542.80  O'Reilly Auto Parts 32.71 
Wellmark BC/BS 1,614.92  Pyramid Services Inc. 221.21 
Internal Revenue Service 5,127.29  Racom Corporation 79.60 
IPERS 3,562.46  Reinhard, Brad 15.00 
IPERS 94.25  Shive Hattery 12,122.30 
Paul Moore 867.00  Ultramax 2,053.00 
Verizon Wireless 121.69  Westport Touchless Autowash 30.00 
MidAmerican Energy 32.81  VISA 598.10 
City of Iowa City 20.89  L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. 21,472.55 
Terry, Lockridge & Dunn 12,875.00    

 
 
Total Receipts             $ 43,550.27       Total Warrants                   $ 125,352.32 
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Community Protection: A written report was submitted by Police Chief Fort.  
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Haverkamp, to hire Chris Jones as a new reserve police officer for University 
Heights.  Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - Aye 
  Laverman – Absent 
 
Police Chief Fort inquired if the police department can sell out-dated police equipment on EBay with the proceeds 
deposited into a separate account. Attorney Ballard will further investigate if this can be done. 
 
Officer Brad Reinhardt accepted a position with the Iowa City Police Department. Fort commented he has begun the 
process to fill the vacancy as the police committee will conduct interviews soon and a special council meeting will 
be called to finalize the hiring of a new officer.  
 
Council member Hopson stated that the Neighborhood Watch meeting was very well attended.  She passed around a 
sample of the watch sign she would like to order. 
 
MOTION by Hopson, seconded by McGrath, to purchase Neighborhood Watch signs, not to exceed $300.  
Carried. 
 
  Haverkamp - Aye  McGrath - Aye  
  Hopson - Aye  Yeggy - No 
  Laverman – Absent 
 
Hopson stated there will be a meeting to discuss community relations projects shortly after the new year. Events to 
be considered will be a community-wide garage sale, the Chautauqua, a city-wide clean-up day (including the 
ravine), community picnics, possibly sponsoring a breakfast for Bike to Work Week, the community garden and 
pairing the elderly with young people for service projects. If anyone is interested in participating, they should 
contact Council member Hopson. 
 
Mayor From and Council member Hopson met with Jane Schildroth, Director, Corporate and Community Relations 
Director, with the University of Iowa Career Center regarding hiring interns. The city could hire two interns to assist 
with sustainability/event planning and one to assist with city website and newsletter. The interns would be able to 
work 10 hours a week and would receive a small stipend. Council member Hopson would supervise the intern 
responsible for event planning. 
 
Streets and Sidewalks: Engineer Bilskemper commented that the asphalt repairs for the corner of George Street 
and Koser Avenue and Olive Court have been completed. The city will apply I-Job funds to assist payment of these 
repairs. Council member Yeggy commented the total cost came in under budget. 
 
The sign management plan will be discussed at the January 2012 council meeting. Bilskemper noted that 
Neighborhood Watch signs would need to comply with the sign management program. 
 
Council member Yeggy stated that property owners who abut Benton Street will be responsible for removal of 
natural accumulations of snow. Yeggy commented she would notify the affected property owners. 
 
Yeggy commented that Mark Vitosh, District Forester, with the DNR has finished the inventory of all trees in the 
city. The report will be posted on the city website. 
 
Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  No report. 
 
E-government: No report. 
 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPOJC): The next meeting will be held December 14, 2011 at 4:30 pm. 
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Announcements:  Mayor From thanked council members Stan Laverman and Pat Yeggy for their years of service 
on the city council.  Each received a gift in appreciation. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:47 p.m.   
 
 
_________________________________    __________________________________ 
 Attest:   Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Louise From, Mayor  
 
 
 
 


