
 

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 
NOTE Location:  Horn School Library 
600 Koser Ave. 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 

Time  Topic Owner 

                                                                          

7:00 
 
 
 
7:15 

Call to Order Meeting 
 
Public Input 
 
 
 
 
Administration 

Roll Call 
-Approval of Minutes- Jan. 14, 2014 
 
Public Comments 
 
-Site plan presentation of St. Andrew Church  
Property 

Louise From 
 
 
Public 
 
Kevin Monson 

7:30 Mayor 
 
 
City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Clerk 
 

Mayor’s Report 
 
 
 
Legal Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-01 
ratifying the Mayor’s appointments to the 
University Heights Zoning Commission. 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14- 02 
ratifying the Mayor’s appointments to the 
University Heights Board of Adjustment. 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14- 03 
authorizing the Mayor to sign a proclamation 
making the weeks of February 17, 2014 
Sertoma’s Freedom Week in University 
Heights. 
 
City Clerk Report 

Louise From 
 
 
 
Steve Ballard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Anderson 

 Committee Reports:    

 Finance Committee Report 
-Budget Review 2014-15 
-Public Input guidelines 
 
Treasurer’s Report/Payments 
 

Jim Lane 
Steve Kuhl 
 
 
Lori Kimura 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Protection Committee Report 
 
 
Police Chief Report 

M. Haverkamp/Z. Nampala 
 
 
Ron Fort 
 



Time  Topic Owner 

 Streets and Sidewalks 
 
 
 
 

Committee Report 
-Discussion and consideration of No Parking 
signage on Koser Ave near Horn School. 
-Discussion of trees on city right-of-way and 
private property. 
-Emerald Ash Borer Report 
 
-Mark Phelps, Hawkeye Snow Removal, to 
discuss City’s snow/ice removal and answer 
questions. 
 
Engineer Report 
 
 
Community Relations Report 
 
 

Virginia Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 
 
Virginia Miller 
 
 
 

 Building. Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 
-Discussion of city’s participation with other 
Johnson County cities of a plastic bag ban. 
 

Silvia Quezada 

  
e-Government 

 
Committee Report  
  

 
Mike Haverkamp 

    

  Announcements  Anyone 

 8:30 Adjournment  Louise From 

 
Next Regular Council Meeting:  Tuesday, March 11, 2014 – Location: To be announced. 



February 2014- Mayor’s Report 

I attended the following meetings as the City’s representative. I have listed some highlights.  Please feel 
free to contact me if you want more information. 

January 22nd - Emergency Management Commission Meeting.  FY15 Budget discussed and approved.  A 
free Weather spotter training meeting will be held for interested public at Coralville Library, Feb. 27th 
6:00-8:00pm.  

January 24th- Special Meeting to discuss budget update.   There was a recent collective bargaining 
agreement with county communication dispatchers concerning health insurance coverage and the new 
agreement will save the county approximately $200,000.  

 January 27th – Joint Cities Meeting.  Reports from all cities and school boards about their projects.  Iowa 
City engineer, Rick Fosse, spoke about Iowa City city council currently researching working with 
Fiberight, a company that uses organic waste for ethanol.  That would help reduce what is going into the 
Iowa City landfill.   For more information go to: www.Fiberight.com     

January 28th – E911 Meeting.  FY15 Budget was discussed. Emergency radios were discussed for rural 
areas. 

January 29th – Metropolitan Planning Organization of Johnson County (MPO- JC) Urbanized Area Policy 
Board Meeting.   The 2013 Annual Report Activities of MPO-JC were outlined by director, John Yapp.  
FY15 Budget was submitted.  MPO FY15 assessment for University Heights: $1612. ECICOG budget FY15 
assessment for University Heights: $366.80. 

University Heights won the Severson Holiday Charity Challenge and I was presented the silver cup for 
the second year in a row at the meeting.  Our charity was the Ronald McDonald House of Iowa City.     

There was agreement by board members to encourage local governments to explore single use plastic 
bag programs in a 3-step process over a 6 -12 month period.  Step 1: Education & Encouragement 
campaign. (to focus on increasing recycling and encouraging reusable bag use) Step 2: Require a fee for 
plastic and paper bags.  Step 3: Ban plastic Bags & Continue a fee for paper bags.  MPO staff is preparing 
a memo for each entity to consider.  I will forward this memo when available.  Each entity is to report 
back to the March 26th MPO Urbanized Area Policy Board meeting. 

January 30th- East Central Iowa Council of Governments (ECICOG) Board Meeting.  This board meeting is 
held with representative from counties in central Iowa each month in Cedar Rapids.  The MPO-JC sends 
representatives from Johnson County and University Heights is one of the cities that will attend the 
monthly meeting in 2014 along with reps from Iowa City and Coralville for Johnson County.  FY15 Budget 
was discussed.  

January 31st- Special Meeting to discuss Johnson County’s possible LP gas shortage and LP gas prices 
with State Legislators: Sally Stutsman, Vicky Lensing, Mary Mascher and Dave Jacoby.   

http://www.fiberight.com/


February ‘14 – City Attorney's Report  
 

1. Ratifying Mayor’s Appointments.  The Council will consider resolutions ratifying 
Mayor From’s appointments of individuals to the City’s Zoning Commission and 
Board of Adjustment.  The proposed resolutions are attached.. 
 

2. Sertoma Proclamation.  You will be considering a resolution declaring the week of 
February 17, 2014, to be Sertoma’s Freedom Week in University Heights. I am 
attaching a copy of the proposed resolution and the proclamation that Mayor From 
will be signing if the resolution is approved. 
 

3. Zoning Commission.  My understanding is that the Zoning Commission will be 
meeting to orient new members to the City’s Zoning Ordinance and to the operation 
of the Commission.  I will be submitting materials for the Commission’s 
consideration to expand the authority of the Board of Adjustment to grant variances 
from certain provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.  This idea was discussed by the 
Commission last year, but action was deferred until the new members of the 
Commission were appointed, which has now occurred. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leff/SEB/UH/UH Atty Reports/UHAttyRept February ‘14 legal report 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-__ 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PROCLAIM 
THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 17, 2014 TO BE  

SERTOMA’S FREEDOM WEEK IN UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS. 
 
 
 

RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of University Heights Iowa, is 
authorized to sign the Proclamation attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Lane  _____    _____     _______ 
Miller  _____   _____    _______ 
Nampala _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada _____    _____   _______ 

 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 
day of February, 2014. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 14-__ authorizing Sertoma proclamation 021114 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-__ 
 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING APPOINTMENTS TO  
THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, that the 

appointment by the Mayor of the following individuals to the University Heights 
Board of Adjustment is hereby ratified and these individuals are duly appointed to 
that Board: 
 

Tom Breese (term ends 12/31/17) 
Randall Aitchison (term ends 12/31/18) 
Margaret Donnelly (term ends 12/31/15) 
Ann Dudler (term ends 12/31/16) 
Rachel Stewart (term ends 12/31/14) 
 
 
 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Lane  _____    _____     _______ 
Miller  _____   _____    _______ 
Nampala _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada _____    _____   _______ 

 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 
day of February, 2014. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 14-__ ratifying BOA 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-__ 
 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING APPOINTMENTS TO  
THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS ZONING COMMISSION 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, that the 

appointment by the Mayor of the following individuals to the University Heights 
Zoning Commission is hereby ratified and these individuals are duly appointed to 
that Commission: 
 

Alice Haugen (term ends 12/31/16) 
Kris McLure (term ends 12/31/14) 
Stuart Rosebrook (term ends 12/31/18) 
Larry Wilson (term ends 12/31/17) 
Patricia Yeggy (term ends 12/31/15) 
 
 
 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Lane  _____    _____     _______ 
Miller  _____   _____    _______ 
Nampala _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada _____    _____   _______ 

 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 
day of February, 2014. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 14-__ ratifying ZC 
 



City Clerk Report 
February 2014 
 

 
 
 

• One building permit received since the last meeting: 
 

507 Mahaska Court – Office remodel 
 

• Two rental permits received since the last meeting: 
 

241 Koser Avenue 
247 Koser Avenue 
 

• Received yearly renewal insurance paperwork from Welt Ambrisco.  
 
 







































PUBLIC INPUT GUIDELINES 

 

The City Council of University Heights wants to encourage input from residents and 
non-residents at our monthly city council meetings. There have not been any written 
guidelines for how the public input sessions should be conducted. I have contacted 
several large and small communities and other public organizations in the county to 
determine how each of them handles public input comments. Some have written 
guidelines and others have general rules which have evolved over time. I believe 
University Heights City Council should develop written guidelines for the following 
reasons. 

1. To help make our meetings run more efficiently. The previous city council 
adopted a motion that council meetings stop at 10 pm and continued at a later 
date. In addition we will be charged additional fees by some of our space 
providers when we exceed 9 o’clock. 

2. We are getting ready to enter a time of increased public input and it would be 
better to have new guidelines in place before this heavier input than to make 
changes in the middle of the increased public input periods. This will give 
individuals clear expectations of public input guidelines and allow them to 
prepare their comments accordingly. 

I have developed some suggested guidelines which I recommend we discuss at our 
February meeting and seek public comment. I think we should not make a decision at 
our February meetings on the guidelines. We should take a month to think about them 
and gather additional public input. If we can then reach consensus then we put the 
guidelines in a motion and vote at our March meeting. 

There are two types of public input covered in these guidelines- Agenda and Non-
Agenda items. These guidelines will be enforced by the Mayor, who also will have the 
ability to make adjustment if she/he deems it appropriate. 

1. Each meeting will normally start with public input section. 

 a. This section will be limited to 45 minutes and any comments on non-
agenda items will be made at this time.  

 b. Individuals will be limited to five minute speaking time on Non-Agenda 
items and can only speak once on all of their Non-Agenda items. 

 c. Input on Agenda items will be limited to three minutes and can be done 
at the initial public input session. Individuals can only speak once on all agenda items. 



 d. Council members may ask questions of speakers during public input but 
should avoid getting into drawn out discussions, The Mayor can decide if the speaker 
have more allotted time if questioning by council member causes the speaker to go over 
their time allotment. 

 e. After 45 minutes, Mayor will decide to move remaining public input to 
later in the meeting or allow it to continue up to one hour. 

2. Once council meeting has moved to agenda items, then mayor, staff or council 
member will decide if public input will be permitted during discussion of an agenda item. 
If public input is permitted, individuals who have not spoken previously in the meeting 
about the agenda item may speak for three minutes. Individuals who have spoken 
previously will only be permitted to answer from mayor, council member or staff. 

These guidelines cannot cover every circumstance and the mayor will use her/his 
judgment on a special circumstance. The council may need to schedule a work session 
when more time for public input or interaction is required for an agenda item. There are 
many options to provide input to council members beside the council meetings. Emails, 
phone calls, and personal meetings are all easily available if a citizen wants to provide 
input to council members on any subject. They are encouraged to utilize whatever 
means of communication are most comfortable to them. 

 My experience is that there is not a lot of input on a subject like this until something is 
put in writing.  Please read these guidelines and come to the meeting with questions or 
proposed changes. Look forward to our discussion. 

 

Jim Lane 

2/9/2014 

 



Community Protection Report February 2014 
 
We had our meeting with the Chief of Police and Lieutenant on February 3, 
2014. 
 
We would like to propose a motion that the police force salary be increased 
by $.75 per hour for the fiscal year 2015. 
 
The committee is in the process of reviewing the University Heights police 
operational manual and will be coming up with recommendations where 
necessary. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you all. 
 
Zadok Nampala 
Mike Haverkamp 
 



Feb 14 Streets and Sidewalks Report 
 

1) Horn School requests that a “No Parking Here to Corner” sign be changed to 
“No Parking Anytime” on the east side of Koser at the border of UH property 
and the school property.  Cars have been parking behind the sign and 
blocking exiting buses. 

 
Motion: ‘No parking here to corner’ sign be changed to ‘No parking anytime’ at the 
border of University Heights and Horn School on the east side of Koser. 
 

2) Met with Mark Vitosh, our district forester on 1/29/2014 to discuss possible 
tree planting sites within the city. 

3) Met with Ron Fort and Jan Leff on 2/6/2014 to discuss the city’s response to 
downed trees blocking the city streets or sidewalks. 

a. We all agree that the city should not expect our PD to be wielding chainsaws to deal 
with downed trees themselves.  Downed trees from private property are the 
responsibility of the homeowner.  If a tree on private property falls and blocks a city 
street or sidewalk and the homeowner cannot be reached, a tree service will be 
called on their behalf.  The PD will make attempts to clear the street but will allow 
any major chainsaw work to be done by a tree service.     
 

4) Am in the process of selecting properties to receive a new street tree as a 
part of our MidAmerican energy grant.  Please let me know if you’d like to 
receive one. 

5) Gathered info from other cities within the county about how boulevard tree 
care costs are handled, the list is attached. 
 

From what I gather, the status quo of how we deal with street trees is as follows:  
City pays for occasional pruning of dangerous branches, city pays for half of tree 
removal, city does not pay for stump grinding, city does not pay for replanting. 

 
We should revisit these and make sure they still fit the needs of the community. 

 
6) Emerald Ash Borer report is attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Feb 2014 Community Relations Report 
 
 
2014 Calendar of Events: 
 
April 19 or 27?th (tentative) – Arbor Day Tree Planting, Virginia Miller lead chair 
 
April 26th (tentative) – City-wide clean-up/trash amnesty, Mike Haverkamp lead 
chair 
 
May 4th – Ronald McDonald 5k water station, Louise From lead chair 
 
May 12-16th – Bike to Work Week Breakfast (date not yet determined), Louise From 
lead chair 
 
May 24th – Kids clothing and toy swap, Virginia Miller lead chair 
 
June 7th – City-wide garage sale, Virginia Miller lead chair 
 
June 22nd (tentative) - U. Heights Celebration, Louise From & Pat Yeggy co-chairs  
 
August 10th (tentative) – Neighborhood Night Out, Mike Haverkamp lead chair 
 
October 26th - Trunk or Treating, lead chair needed 
 
November – Sign Up for Leaf raking by students from the business school with 
donation to “Habitat for Humanity”- date to be determined based on leaf vacuuming 
schedule, lead chair needed 
 
 
4 of these events are new, so a more detailed explanation of the event is provided 
below.  Suggestions and improvements still welcome! 
 
Arbor Day Tree Planting: We will have about a dozen trees to plant on boulevards 
around town.  We need a group of volunteers to dig and plant, bring your own 
shovel.  Planting sites will be marked ahead of time.  We will need additional 
volunteers to help deliver and spread mulch.  Homeowners receiving trees are 
highly encouraged to help.  We can meet as a group in the morning around 9am 
(perhaps at the Moore lot across from Stella) for a quick lesson in how to plant a 
tree and then fan out to assigned areas around town. 
 
Kids Clothing and Toy Swap: This communal trade is a chance to find a new home 
for the items that your children have outgrown, and perhaps bring home a few ‘new 
to you’ things. Clothing and toys should be clean and sorted, toys should be bundled 
or bagged with all of their parts.  At the end of the event, leftover items can be 



brought back home to save for the U Heights Garage Sale, or else we’ll gather them 
up to be donated.  
 
U Heights Summer Celebration – An afternoon of fun for all ages – perhaps including 
face painting for kids, a bouncy house, sidewalk art contest at the wide sidewalk on 
Melrose, a Baking contest, a ‘volksmarch’ around the perimeter of town, perhaps 
some food vendors, other ideas welcome. 
 
Neighborhood Night Out – To go along with our Neighborhood Watch, this is a night 
out to meet and greet neighbors both new and well-established.  Volunteer 
households throughout town will be needed to host stands in their front yard or 
driveway where neighbors can stop by to visit.  Ideas include ice cream cups, drinks, 
sidewalk chalk or other games for kids. 
 
Pat Yeggy has also volunteered to chair a welcome committee – which will help 
orient new residents by giving them a garbage sticker, resident guide, etc. 
 



   Tree questions 2014 
  

Name: Street Tree 
Policies 
 
 
Date: Jan 14 

Who pays for street 
tree planting, 
removal, 
maintenance? 
 

What is the 
protocol for a 
downed tree on 
private property 
partially or fully 
blocking a street or 
sidewalk? 

 

Iowa City 

Coralville 

North Liberty 
 

City covers pruning, 
removal, stump 
grinding and 
replantingStreets 
department clears 
the street as soon as 
possible, homeowner 
is responsible for the 
rest. 

City crews clear the 
street as soon as 
possibleStreets 
department clears 
the street as soon as 
possible, homeowner 
is responsible for the 
rest. 

Street tree pruning, 
removal, stump 
grinding, and 
replanting are all the 
responsibility of the 
property owner, 
except in certain 
commercial areas. 
 

Streets department 
clears the street as 
soon as possible, 
homeowner is 
responsible for the 
rest. 
 

 

City covers pruning, 
removal.  Stump 
grinding is covered 
as the budget allows.  
Replanting is not 
allowed. 

City takes action to clear 
the street and helps the 
property owner remove 
the tree/limbs when 
possible. 
 
When there has been a 
bad windstorm and lots 
of limbs are down they 
will send around a 
chipper truck to do curb 
side pickup of limbs. 
 

 



 

Lone Tree 
City pays for removal, 
property owner pays 
for stump grinding, 
pruning, and 
replanting 
 

City representative 
clears the street and 
clean up is the 
responsibility of the 
property owner. 

Tiffin 
City pays for pruning, 
removal, stump 
grinding. 
 
No policy for 
replanting. 

City clears the 
street and removes 
downed limbs/tree 
and bills the 
homeowner. 

Oxford  
City pays for 
pruning, removal, 
stump grinding and 
replanting. 

City clears the 
street and 
homeowner is 
responsible for 
the rest of clean 
up. 



University Heights: Emerald Ash Borer Report, February 2014. 
Submitted by Virginia Miller 
 
Our situation in UH in regards to the EAB is not as dire as many larger towns in 
Iowa.  Our population of ash trees on the city ROW represents only about 10% of 
our canopy, or about 20 trees total.  Recommendations on what to do about the EAB 
are a little different for homeowners than they are for municipalities. 
 
City Trees: 
 
For University Heights in particular, our best course of action will be to maintain a 
low threshold for removal of ash trees over the next few years, and remove them as 
they become infested, and begin to lose limbs and die.  Prophylactic removal of ash 
trees is probably not necessary in most cases, because even if all of our trees all die 
at once, it is still a relatively small number.  Cities that have tens of thousands of ash 
trees have often decided to remove them in advance of the EAB infestation, to 
spread the work out over as many years as possible.  However, currently and over 
the next few years here in University Heights, if an ash tree loses a limb, needs major 
pruning, or is just not an attractive specimen, removal and re-planting of a different 
species should be considered.   
 
Some municipalities with large ash tree populations are choosing treatments for 
EAB as a stop-gap measure to slow the loss of trees while the dying ash tree 
population is removed and replaced.  University Heights should not likely consider 
treating for EAB for any ash trees on the city ROW, as our ash trees are fairly well 
dispersed around town, and not of a great quantity.  Our best plan for dealing with 
EAB as a city is to commence planting additional street trees of a variety of species 
and genera now, and anticipate a budget for removal of up to $15,000-$20,000 in 
the coming years.   
 
 
Trees on private property: 
 
Homeowners with ash trees on their property may wish to save their trees by 
treating with insecticides.  Homeowners need to compare the cost of yearly 
treatment against the cost of possible eventual removal and replacement, as well as 
consider how much they value the shade and beauty their ash trees provide. Trees 
have real benefits, see the link below. It is recommended that anyone with ash tree 
on their property consider planting additional trees from a variety of genera as soon 
as possible, so that if they lose their ash tree(s) to EAB they will have replacements 
already growing.  
 
Treatment should be started once the EAB is found within 15 miles of University 
Heights.  Currently, the closest EAB reports come from Mechanicsville, 31 miles 
away.  That may be too close for comfort for some homeowners who will want to 
treat this spring.  Insecticide treatment should be done once a year in April or May.  



Depending on the size of the tree, homeowners may be able to apply the insecticide 
themselves, but larger trees will need professional application.  Yearly insecticide 
treatment will be about 95% effective in saving the tree, so a small number of 
treated trees will still die.  Treatment will have to continue indefinitely. 
 
Safety: 
 
One important consideration for homeowners is that removal of trees once they 
have died from EAB can be more expensive than removing healthy trees.  EAB 
infested trees turn brittle quickly and dead limbs may have to be lowered with 
ropes rather than allowed to drop, as they shatter when they hit the ground.  
Households with limited funds may find it more affordable to remove their ash trees 
early. Another consideration is that tree removal companies are fairly busy at 
present, and it can already take 2-3 months to schedule a tree removal.  Once EAB 
hits fully, the delay in removal could be longer.  If a homeowner has an ash tree that 
hangs over a house or garage, they may want to look into pruning or early removal 
to keep their house safe.  
 
Will the recent cold slow the spread of the EAB? 
 
There have been some reports recently that the extremely cold snap of weather we 
experienced recently killed all the EAB larvae – which may be true in some parts of 
Minnesota where these reports were originating (MPR did a few stories on the 
radio) but arborists in Iowa say that we did not receive low enough temps for a 
prolonged enough period of time.  Surely some larvae did die across the Midwest, 
hopefully enough to slow the progression of the infestation, but not enough to stop 
it. 
 
What to do just now? 
 
The big question to start with is: Do I have an ash tree in my yard?  Ash trees are 
fairly easy to spot in the winter when they are not in leaf, as they have a distinctive 
bark pattern and branching pattern.  The bark often breaks in diamond shaped 
patterns, and sometimes has a greenish coating on the outside.  The branch pattern 
is opposite – the stems join at the branch opposite from each other.   
 
If you need help with tree identification in your yard, you may be able to schedule a 
consultation with either the DNR district forester or with a private tree care 
company.  I would be happy to visit your house myself to help, with the caveat that 
you get what you pay for, and my opinion is free. 
 
 
Online identification guides: 
 
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/files/e2892ash.pdf 
 

http://www.emeraldashborer.info/files/e2892ash.pdf


http://treedoctor.anr.msu.edu/ash/ashtree_id.html 
 
 
Resources and recommended reading: 
 
Iowatreepests.com  
 
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/2014/01-17/eab_consumer.html 
 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/pme/emeraldashborer.html 
 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/home/ctl/detail/mid/2822/itemid/1592 
 
http://www.kwwl.com/story/24399660/2014/01/08/cold-snap-will-not-kill-
emerald-ash-borer-larvae-in-iowa 
 
http://www.npr.org/2014/01/10/261435111/the-upside-of-the-bitter-cold-it-
kills-bugs-that-kill-trees 
 
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/index.cfm#sthash.m81LthO5.dpbs 
 
A very thorough report on EAB done for a small town in Wisconsin, lots of helpful 
information and ideas: 
 
http://www.littlechutewi.org/DocumentCenter/View/1732 
 
 
Tree replacement list: 
 
http://www.iowatreepests.com/documents/Recommended_Trees_Iowa.pdf 
 
Trees have benefits: 
 
http://www.treebenefits.com 
 
 
Tree care companies in the Iowa City area recommended by Terry Robinson, Iowa 
City forestry department: 
 
Total Tree Care – ISA certified 
Noels Tree and Crane Service 
Black Squirrel Tree Care 
Quality Care 
Tree Care LLC 
Dalton Tree Service 
TreeSavers – does EAB insecticide treatment 

http://treedoctor.anr.msu.edu/ash/ashtree_id.html
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/2014/01-17/eab_consumer.html
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/pme/emeraldashborer.html
http://www.iowadnr.gov/home/ctl/detail/mid/2822/itemid/1592
http://www.kwwl.com/story/24399660/2014/01/08/cold-snap-will-not-kill-emerald-ash-borer-larvae-in-iowa
http://www.kwwl.com/story/24399660/2014/01/08/cold-snap-will-not-kill-emerald-ash-borer-larvae-in-iowa
http://www.npr.org/2014/01/10/261435111/the-upside-of-the-bitter-cold-it-kills-bugs-that-kill-trees
http://www.npr.org/2014/01/10/261435111/the-upside-of-the-bitter-cold-it-kills-bugs-that-kill-trees
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/index.cfm#sthash.m81LthO5.dpbs
http://www.littlechutewi.org/DocumentCenter/View/1732
http://www.iowatreepests.com/documents/Recommended_Trees_Iowa.pdf
http://www.treebenefits.com/


 

Project #114102-0 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:   University Heights, Mayor, Council, and Staff 
FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. 
DATE:   February 7, 2014 
RE:   City Engineer’s Report 
 
 

(1) Sunset Street Wide Sidewalk [STP-E-7855(607)—8V-52] 
 

a. We learned from the DOT this week that one of the final forms submitted needed to be 
mailed as a signed hard copy.  The signed form was mailed to the DOT today, and 
expect final reimbursement to be issued now that this is submitted. 

 
b. Reimbursement Request #7 ($20,448.96) was submitted today, January 10

th
.  This is 

the final reimbursement request, and included release of the retainage that the DOT 
was withholding pending final completion of the project.  It seems like the anticipated 
timeframe to receive this final check from the DOT is about 4 weeks.  (January Mtg.) 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these or any other items. 
 
JDB 



 1 

Building Zoning & Sanitation (“BZS”) 
February 2014 Report 
By Silvia Quezada 
 
1.   City Building Inspector’s Report (Terry Goerdt) 
 

(a) Permits Issued:  one (1) business remodeling permit issued. 
 
(b) Complaint(s):   none for this period. 

 
(c) Investigation(s): none for this period. 

 
2.   City Housing Inspector’s Report (Norm Cate) 
 

(a) Complaint(s).   During this reporting period, the City housing inspector responded 
to a resident-initiated complaint for over-occupancy and improper vehicle parking 
on a city sidewalk.  The City housing inspector performed an on-site house 
inspection, spoke with the property owner and determined that the house was 
occupied as permitted by City Ordinance 110.  Parking on the city sidewalk by the 
occupants was confirmed and the matter managed by City Police via a citation.  

 
(b) Investigation(s).   During this reporting period, the City Clerk forwarded to the 

City housing inspector for review a potential unregistered rental home.  After 
inquiring with the property owner, the City housing inspector determined the 
property was not properly registered as a rental and informed the property owner 
to obtain a rental permit. 

 
(c) Scheduled Inspection(s).  City housing inspector performed one (1) scheduled 

rental inspection performed. 
 

(d) Open Matter(s).   Seven (7) properties under active review by City housing 
inspector to determine whether these are owner-occupied or possible rentals.  

 
3.     Rental Statistics. 
 

(a) Total rental permits in-force during this reporting period 
   

• Residential Rental Permits:                 90 
• Grandview Condo Rentals Permits:  48 

                                                                                               Total:  138 
 
4.   Other Assignment(s).  
 
(a) Good Neighbor Outreach.  The Highland Drive North-East neighbors raised safety and 
beautification issues with a certain dirt pile located on Leamer Court and in Iowa City limits.  
The dirt pile is within Iowa City code regulations and located on a former construction staging 



 2 

area.  The property belongs to Hendrickson Development (Jeff Hendrickson).  I met with 
Hendrickson Development to discuss considerations surrounding this matter. Hendrickson 
Development is mutually interested in safety and beautification and will address this matter in 
2014.  
 
(b) BZS Policy and Procedures.  Concluded meeting with City staff supporting the BZS 
administration and preparing report on changes and/or recommendations.  
 
(c) Open Records Request.   Residents interested in obtaining the City’s records for any of 
these reported matters, please contact the City clerk to place an Open Records Request.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

*  *  *  * 
 
 



University Heights February 2014 eGovernment Report 
U-H Website Updates/Statistics January 1- 31, 2014 
• January 28, 2014 

o Mid American Energy street light audit 

• January 26, 2014 
o January 14 council meeting webstream, 2014 rental inspection schedule 

• January 16, 2014 
o Mayor Louise From recognizes outstanding volunteers 

• January 14, 2014 
o U-Heights twitter feed 

• January 13, 2014 
o January 14 council meeting agenda & attachments 

• January 9, 2014 
o January 14 council meeting at Horn Elementary Library 

• January 7, 2014 
o Severson charity challenge update 

• January 6, 2014 
o January 7 council orientation meeting agenda 

• January 4, 2014 
o December council meeting webcast 

• January 3, 2014 
o Water main break on Golfview 

• January 1, 2014 
o 2014 council meeting schedule, new council members 
 
Monthly Statistics from Stat Counter 
Page Views Unique Visits 1st Time Visits Returning Visits  

1172 804 561 243 Total 

38 26 18 8 Average 

Monthly Statistics from Webalyzer 
Total Hits 33471 
Total Files 20714 
Total Pages 10541 
Total Visits 5230 
Total Unique User Agents 669 

Average Visits Per Day 168 
 

U-H Website Twitter Statistics January 1- 31, 2014 
  

Tweets 10 
Re-tweets 8 
Followers 21 

  

http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-13-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-10-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-7-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html


University Heights City Council Meeting Webcasts Viewing Statistics From EarthChannel 
 

January Council Meeting statistics from 1/24/14 to 1/31/14 
 
December Council Meeting statistics from 1/4/14 to 1/31/14 
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