
 

 

7:00pm PUBLIC HEARING concerning a moratorium on issuing building permits in the 
City to allow the City Council time to consider certain changes to the City’s zoning 
ordinance. 

            

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014 
Horn School Library room 
600 Koser Ave. 
Note: Start time for 
“Kid’s council” is 6:30 pm 
 
Regular council meeting 
7:00-9:00 pm 
 
Meeting called by Louise From 
 

Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

6:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 

Call to Order “Kid’s Council 
Meeting” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Order Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

Call to Order Public Hearing 

Roll Call 
 
 
“Kid’s Council Meeting”  
 
Kid’s Tower Ct. Park discussion and suggestions 
for playground equipment and other ideas. 
 
Kid’s new & old business 
 
 
Roll Call 
-Approval of Minutes-August 13, 2014 
-Approval of Special Meeting Minutes-August 26, 
2014 
 
 
-Public Hearing concerning a moratorium on 
issuing building permits in the City to allow the 
City Council time to consider certain changes to 
the City’s zoning ordinance. 
 

Close public hearing 
 
-Discussion of Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) on 
the Nov. 4th ballot  
 
-G.G. Land Group presentation of property 
development. 

Louise From 
 
 
 
 
Virginia Miller/Silvia Quezada 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louise From 
 
 
 
 
Public 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Terrence Neuzil, Board of 
Supervisor 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Public Input 

 
Public 



 

 

Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

Administration 

 

 -Mayor 

 

-City Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

-City Clerk 

Mayor’s Report 
 
Legal Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-24 enacting 
a moratorium on issuing building permits in the 
City of University Heights to allow the City Council 
time to consider certain changes to the City’s 
zoning ordinance. 
 
City Clerk Report    

Louise From 
 
Steve Ballard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Anderson 

 Committee Reports:   

  Finance  Committee Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-23 Approving 
& Adopting the IDOT Annual City Street Financial 
Report 7/1/13-6/30/14. 
 
Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills  

Jim Lane 
Steve Kuhl 
 
 
 
Lori Kimura 
 

 Community Protection Police Chief Report 
Committee Report 
-Possible closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 
Sec. 21.5(1)(i) to evaluate the professional 
competency of individuals whose hiring is being 
considered.  A closed session is necessary to 
prevent needless and irreparable injury to the 
individuals’ reputations and at least one individual 
requests a closed session. 
 
-Reconvening of open session 
 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-25 authorizing 
offer of employment to successful candidate to 
become Chief of Police of the City of University 
Heights. 
 

Ron Fort 
Carla Aldrich/M. Haverkamp 
 
 

 Streets and Sidewalks Committee Report 
 
Community Relations Report 
 
Engineer Report 
 

Virginia Miller 
 
 
 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 

 Building, Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 
 

Silvia Quezada 

 e-Government Committee Report  Mike Haverkamp 

 Announcements   

9 :00 Adjournment  Louise From 

    

    

Next Regular Council Meeting: Tuesday, Oct.14, 2014- Location to be announced. 



September ‘14 – City Attorney's Report 

 

 

1. Police Chief Search – Hiring Recommendation.  The Police Chief Search Committee 

will make a hiring recommendation to the Council at the September meeting and 

discuss the Committee’s work in reaching that recommendation. 

 

 The Council has authority to meet in closed session to evaluate the 

professional competency of individuals whose hiring is being considered 

where a closed session is necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury 

to the individuals’ reputations and at least one individual requests a closed 

session. Iowa Code § 21.5(1)(i).  At least one of the candidates has made a 

request for a closed session, and I think a closed session is advisable. 

 

 I am attaching a motion to that effect in the event a Council Member desires 

to take such action. 

 

 The Council will be considering Resolution No. 14-25 concerning the 

Committee’s recommendation.  I am not attaching a copy of the Resolution 

but will distribute it at the meeting. 

 

2. Moratorium on Building Permits.  Council Member Quezada will present a proposal 

for enacting a moratorium on the issuance of building permits in the City for a period 

of about three months – through December 9 – to permit the Council to consider 

changes to the Zoning Ordinance.  

 

 The Council may desire to evaluate the following zoning matters, perhaps 

among others: 

 Height of accessory structures and buildings 

 Ascertaining and regulating the amount of surface-water runoff and 

drainage related to proposed construction 

 Regulating floor-area ratio (the ratio of a building’s total area to the 

lot/land upon which it is constructed) 

 Defining “open space” and “green space” and requiring such space in 

certain circumstances 

 Preserving access to air and sunlight 

 

 The Council will consider Resolution No. 14-24 (copy attached), which enacts 

and imposes a moratorium on the issuance of building permits in the City until 

December 9.  The resolution provides exceptions for permits needed to repair 

damage to buildings.  The Resolution provides that it may be rescinded in the 

event the Council desires to end the moratorium earlier than December 9, and 

that it may be extended if the Council is in the process of considering the 

required three-readings of an amending ordinance. 
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3. LOSST.  The Johnson County Auditor has acknowledged receipt of the City’s Revenue 

Purpose Statement (Resolution No. 14-22) for the Local Option Sales Tax (LOST).  

That language, which the Council adopted at its special meeting August 26,  will appear 

on the City ballot November 4. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Leff/SEB/UH/UH Atty Reports/UHAttyRept Sept ‘14 legal report 

  



RESOLUTION NO. 14-24 
 

RESOLUTION ENACTING A MORATORIUM ON ISSUING BUILDING 
PERMITS IN THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS TO ALLOW THE CITY 

COUNCIL TIME TO CONSIDER CERTAIN CHANGES TO THE CITY’S 
ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
WHEREAS, the University Heights City Council intends to undertake a 

comprehensive review of its Zoning Ordinance, No. 79, and to solicit public 
opinion, input, and comment regarding ordinance provisions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council intends to evaluate and consider changes to the 

Zoning Ordinance provisions particularly related to the following matters, perhaps 
among others: 

 

 Height of accessory structures and buildings 

 Ascertaining and regulating the amount of surface-water runoff and 
drainage related to proposed construction 

 Regulating floor-area ratio (the ratio of a building’s total area to the 
lot/land upon which it is constructed) 

 Defining “open space” and “green space” and requiring such space 
in certain circumstances 

 Preserving access to air and sunlight 

 Other matters that may improve the Zoning Ordinance and protect 
and preserve property owners’ reasonable expectations regarding 
use and development of property; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Council intends to complete its review and consider 

changes to the Zoning Ordinance such that proposed revisions could be 
considered for the first time at its regular meeting December 9, 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, any Zoning Ordinance amendments would take effect only 

after an amending ordinance had been considered and approved at three 
Council meetings; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the time the Council is undertaking this review and 

considering possible Zoning Ordinance amendments the Council finds and 
concludes that building permits should not be issued except when needed to 
allow construction related to the repair or reconstruction of damaged buildings; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, if the Council concludes that Zoning Ordinance amendments 

will be considered as a result of its review process, the Council may extend the 
duration of this moratorium to permit three readings of an amending ordinance; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council held a public hearing on its intention to consider a 

moratorium on issuance of building permits at its meeting September 9, 2014, 
after notice of such hearing was published, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 

of University Heights, Iowa, hereby adopts and imposes a moratorium on the 
issuance of building permits in the City until the December 9, 2014, or until the 
Council rescinds this Resolution No. 14-24, whichever occurs first.  During the 
time period this moratorium is in effect, no building permits shall be issued by the 
City except those that relate to the repair or reconstruction of damaged buildings. 
 

Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 
________________, the vote was as follows: 
 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Aldrich _____    _____   _______ 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Lane  _____    _____     _______ 
Miller  _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada _____    _____   _______ 

 
 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 9th 
day of September, 2014. 
 
 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 14-24 building permit moratorium 
 
 
 
 
  



City Clerk Report 
September 2014 
 

 
 
 

 Four building permits received since the last meeting: 
 

231 Golfview Avenue – Install CSST gas pipe for gas grill 
335 Koser Avenue – Screened porch addition 
600 Koser Avenue – Site work/concrete for temporary classrooms 
16 Olive Court – 24-26 detached garage with screened porch 

 

 155 rental permits received for FY15 fiscal year (132 last month): 
 

63 for Grandview Court (57 last month) 
92 for rest of University Heights (75 last month)          

            

 6 outstanding rental permits. Late rental fees received for 14 properties. 
 

 Processed and approved SEATS application for resident at 319 Koser 
Avenue. 
 

 Submitted “examination” paperwork to the State Auditors’ Office. We will 
send Doug Kronlage a RFP to conduct the examination; Steve Kuhl will 
provide that to me. 
 

 Submitted annual debit report to the State. 
 

 
Report from Norm Cate – Rental Inspector: 
 
Rental properties inspected in the month of August were; 
 
121 Grandview Court....new rental 
106 Grandview Court 
111 Grandview Court 
214 Grandview Court 
501 Grandview Court....new rental 
408 Grandview Court 
512 Grandview Court 
327 Highland Drive 
37 Highland Drive.......re-inspection 
41 Highland Drive.......re-inspection 
100 Highland Drive....re-inspection 
21 Highland Drive 
140 Highland Drive 
215 Highland Drive 
237 Highland Drive....new rental 
245 Highland Drive....new rental 
14 Leamer Avenue 
27 Leamer Avenue.....new rental 
230 Koser Avenue 
255 Koser Avenue 



322 Koser Avenue 
1145 Melrose Avenue....new rental 
 
1) Tree complaints were investigated at 210 Koser Ave and 327 Highland Dr.  
327 Highland Dr owner was contacted regarding dead limbs in ash tree in front 
yard. Limbs were removed from the tree. Follow up work for dead tree removal in 
rear yard will be needed. 
 
2) 210 Koser Ave tree complaint was unfounded. 
 
3) A nuisance complaint regarding parking in yard and spilled oil in yard of 322 
Koser was investigated. Tenants were contacted and issue has been resolved. 



University Heights

Building Permits

January 1, 2014 - September 7, 2014

Permit # Building Address

Date 

Issued Fee

Building 

Valuation Description of Remodeling

BLD14-001 104 Birkdale Court 1/23/2014 $145.60 Finish bedroom in basement (bldg. and electrical permits)

BLD14-002 1212 Melrose Avenue 2/20/2014 $308.30 $12,000.00 Bedroom and bath installation in basement (bldg., elec, plumbing permits)

BLD14-003 1145 Melrose Avenue 4/8/2014 $310.00 Convert part of garage to habitable space (bldg., mechanical, electrical 

BLD14-004 102 Birkdale Court 4/8/2014 $277.00 $34,000.00 Finish basement (bedroom, office and rec room)

BLD14-005 114 Highland Avenue 5/12/2014 $989.55 $93,000.00 2nd floor garage art studio (bldg., electrical and plumbing permits)

BLD14-006 507 Mahaska Court 5/9/2014 $127.80 $5,000.00 Bathroom remodel (bldg., electrical and plumbing permits)

BLD14-007 35 Olive Court 5/19/2014 $95.60 $3,000.00 12x20 low-level deck on front of house

BLD14-008 31 Leamer Court 5/29/2014 $85.00 $1,000.00 Kitchen remodel/repair (bldg., electrical)

BLD14-008 (2) 31 Leamer Court 6/16/2014 $50.00 $1,750.00 10 x 12 uncovered wood deck

909 Melrose Avenue 6/25/2014 $50.00 $2,555.00 Installation of basement shower (Plumbing permit)

1145 Melrose Avenue 6/13/2014 $50.00 Upgrade electrical service from 100 to 200 amp

BLD14-009 16 Olive Court 7/25/2014 $673.95 $40,000.00 24x26 detached garage with screened porch (building and electrical permits)

BLD14-010 600 Koser Avenue 8/13/2014 $707.84 $47,200.00 Site work/concrete for temporary class rooms

231 Golfview Avenue 8/7/2014 $50.00 Install CSST gas pipe for gas grill

BLD14-011 335 Koser Avenue 8/14/2014 $248.06 $11,600.00 Screened porch addition

Total $4,168.70 $251,105.00

















































 
 

Community Protection Committee August 2014 Report 

 

 

Internet connections for the University Heights city office and police staff are functioning. Carla 

spent several hours over the month riding along with current police officers and speaking with 

officers to familiarize herself with the committee appointment.  

 

The rest of information will be included on the agenda regarding our recommendation for hiring 

our new police chief.  

 

From Carla 

 

 
 



September 14 report 
 
Tower Court Park renovation progress – First meeting was held August 23rd, in 
which Mike Moran from the Iowa City Parks Dept met with us and community 
members to help define the scope of the project and how we should proceed with 
our requests.  We split into two committees, playground committee and landscaping 
and amenities committee.  Playground met again on September 7th to pick out 
playground pieces.  We made a list of wanted items that surely exceeds our space 
and budget, but we will submit it to Mike Moran who can provide us with cost 
estimates, and then we will meet again to edit our list down.  Landscaping and 
amenities will meet on September 13th. 
 
Neighborhood Open Spaces ordinance – Iowa City has an ordinance called the 
Neighborhood Open Spaces program that sets aside land and money whenever new 
development takes places that ensures adequate public space is preserved.  I’d like 
University Heights to model something after this so that if we experience any 
increases in density at any point in the future there are resources made available to 
develop, preserve and maintain public space.  Anyone interested in being on a 
committee to develop these guidelines should contact me.   
 
Leaf pick up 2014 
Dates for leaf pick up will be Monday, October 27th, and Thursday November 13th.  
Bags will be picked up November 20th.  Christmas trees will be picked up January 6th 
and 13th. 
 
Resident Guide – the new resident guide is nearly complete and will be distributed 
later in September.  One of the last pieces of information that we are waiting on is 
whether or not University Heights will be adopting the new, more stringent 
guidelines for sidewalk repair put out in 2014.  Josiah is investigating this and will 
provide recommendations soon. 
 
 



 

Project #114102-0 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   University Heights, Mayor, Council, and Staff 
FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. 
DATE:   September 5, 2014 
RE:   City Engineer’s Report 
 

(1) ADA Curb Ramp Replacements 
 

a. Restoration of grass areas (sod) around new curb ramps will be coordinated for next 
week or two.  Crosswalk markings and stop bars were completed by L.L. Pelling. 

 
b. J&L Construction is substantially complete with new curb ramps at Oakcrest and Koser 

intersection.  The sidewalk and curb ramps are open for use.  General site clean-up and 
restoration of disturbed grass areas still need to be completed.  We will coordinate with 
the contractor the timing of the installation of sod in these areas.  The current thought is 
to wait about 3-weeks to get past September 1 for the sod placement.  (August Mtg.) 

 
c. The pavement markings for crosswalk blocks and stop bars at this location will be 

completed by L.L. Pelling when they repaint other pavement markings throughout the 
city in the next few weeks.  (August Mtg.) 

 
(2) Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue – Tree Watering 

 
a. Country Landscapes completed two additional tree watering visits in for new trees along 

the west side of Sunset Street and the new trees on the north side of Melrose Avenue. 
 

(3) Sunset Street – Tree Replacements 
 

a. Country Landscapes plans to replant trees in October along Sunset Street.  Several 
trees did not survive the last winter and were removed earlier this spring.  These trees 
will be replanted at no cost to the city as they were covered by a 1-year warranty.  A 
final review of the remaining trees will be conducted this month, and if there are any 
others that are not surviving, they will be marked for replacement as well. 

 
(4) Sidewalk Repair 

 
a. Per discussion with Mayor From and Council Member Miller, we will review all 

sidewalks in the SE quadrant of the city (east of Sunset; south of Melrose) this fall, 
providing inspection sheets to property owners noting required repairs.  The last time 
sidewalks were inspected was in 2005. 

 
b. Anticipate providing property owners with repair reports this fall and requiring a yet to 

be determined deadline date in summer 2015 for completion of repairs. 
 

(5) 2014 Pavement Markings 
 

a. Most of the pavement markings have been completed.  We will contact Pelling with 
remaining areas and get schedule from them for completion of the work. 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these or any other items. 
JDB 
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Building Zoning & Sanitation Committee 
August 2014 Report   By Silvia Quezada 
Prepared: September 8, 2014 
 

1. See also July City Clerk Report for committee administration support details.  
 

2. City Building Inspection Policy Considerations and/or Program Changes.  
 

One (1) public record request received for the issuance of building permit. 
 

3. City Housing Inspection Policy Considerations and/or Program Changes.   
 

Complaints received for (a) delayed deposit to ex-tenants, (b) rental property 
conditions (c) nuisance (d) front yard paving and (e) parking in yards (e.g., back, 
front).  
 
Proposal:  develop a Q&A flyer for nuisance application and enforcement. 
 
To Follow-Up:  (1) Considering the merits of having prominent disclosures identify 
rental property as having had prior water damage or not and identifying remedial 
measures (e.g., sump pump, beaver system, other) Landlord has implemented to 
combat water damage.  

 
4.   Other Assignment(s).  

 

(a) Annual Rental Permit Mailing. 

 See City Clerk report.  

(b) Grandview Condo Complex Recycling.   

 Met with Agent and ABC Disposal Systems, Inc.  

 Request for volunteer(s) to assist in rollout implementation plan. 

(c) Plastic Bag Ordinance.  

 Met with 2/3 UH businesses potentially impacted by ordinance. 

(d) Ordinance 79 (Buildings and Land Use) Review 

 Actively reviewing O79 for improvement based on prior recommendations 

from prior Zoning commission bodies 

(e) Tower Court Park 

 See Virginia’s report for details 

 Park Equipment and Landscape/Amenities committees 

 



University Heights September 2014 eGovernment Report 

U-H Website Updates/Statistics August 1- 31, 2014 

August 24, 2014  

 August 26 special meeting agenda and attachments  

 Tower Court Park meeting notes 

August 21, 2014  

 August City Council meeting webstream posted 

August 13, 2014  

 National Development Council presentation to City Council 

 4th Room Theatre to present Much Ado About Nothing 

 Updated rental contact spreadsheet 

August 11, 2014  

 City Council Meeting Agenda and attachments 

August 10, 2014  

 City Council Meeting Agenda 

August 8, 2014  

 New One University Place PUD submittal 

  

  Monthly Statistics from Stat Counter  
Page Views  Unique Visits  1st Time Visits  Returning Visits    

1191  881  602  279  Total  

39  29  20  9  Average  

 

Monthly Statistics from Webalyzer  

Total Hits  55124  

Total Files  23950  

Total Pages  10962  

Total Visits  6076  

Total Unique User Agents  956  

Average Visits Per Day  196  

  
U-H Website Twitter Statistics August 1- 30, 2014  

  

Tweets  1  

Re-tweets  0  

Followers  42 

University Heights City Council Meeting Webcasts Viewing Statistics From EarthChannel  
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August Council Meeting 

Statistics from 8/21/14 to 8/31/14 
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