
 

            

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, November 11, 2014 
Horn School Library 
600 Koser Ave. 
7:00-9:00pm 
Meeting called by Louise From 
 
 

Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

7:00 

 

 

 

 

7:15 

 

Call to Order  

 

 

 

 

 

Roll Call 
Approval Minutes- Oct. 14, 2014 
 
-Discussion of GG Land Group proposal. 
-Update of One University Place project. 
 
Public Input 
 

Louise From 
 
 
City Council 
 
 
Public 

 Administration 

 

  

 -Mayor 

 

-City Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-City Clerk 

 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 
Legal Report 
-Discussion of maintenance and upkeep of 
properties in University Heights that abut 
streets in Iowa City, and the request from 
Iowa City to enter into a 28E Agreement 
permitting Iowa City to enforce its 
ordinances regarding lawn care and snow 
removal against property owners in 
University Heights.  
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-28  
authorizing the Mayor to sign and the Clerk 
to attest a Snow Removal and Sanding 
Contract with Mark Phelps, Hawkeye 
Construction and Snow Removal. 
-Consideration of request from property 
owner for reimbursement of legal fees in 
responding to zoning compliance 
inquiry in 2009. 
-Discussion of a proposed ordinance 
establishing a City Tree Board. 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-29 
accepting Chief Ron Fort’s retirement from 
the University Heights Police Department. 
 
City Clerk Report 
-City Audit update 

Louise From 

 
Steve Ballard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Anderson 



Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

 

 Committee Reports:   

  Finance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building, Zoning & Sanitation 

Committee Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-30  
establishing official City depositories and 
specifying the maximum amount that may 
be kept on deposit in each depository.  
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-33 to 
approve FY14 Annual Finance Report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills  
 
Committee Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-31 
extending building permit moratorium. 
 
Zoning Commission Report 

Jim Lane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lori Kimura 
 
 
Silvia Quezada 
 
 
Pat Yeggy, chair 

  

Community Protection 

 
Police Chief Report 
 
Committee Report 
 

 
Ken Stanley 
 
Carla Aldrich/M. 
Haverkamp 
 

 Streets and Sidewalks Committee Report 
 
Community Relations Report 
 
Engineer Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-32 
Authorizing the Mayor to sign and submit 
the Iowa DNR MS4 (Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System) 5 year permit 
renewal application and $1,250 permit fee 
for the years 2015 to 2020. 

Virginia Miller 
 
 
 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 

    

 e-Government Committee Report  Mike Haverkamp 

 Announcements  
 
Recommendation of City Attorney to meet 
in closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 
Sec. 21.5(1) to discuss strategy with 
counsel in matters where litigation is 
imminent where its disclosure would be 
likely to prejudice or disadvantage the 
position of the City.   

Anyone 
 
Steve Ballard 

 

 

9 :00 

 

 
 
 
Adjournment 

 
Reconvening of Open Session  

 
 
 
Louise From 
 

    

    

Next Regular Council Meeting: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014- Horn School Library @ 7:00pm. 
 



Mayor’s Report -November 2014 

 

As we come to the end of the year, I will be reviewing appointments to city committees- Zoning 

Commission & Board of Adjustments.  Residents who are interested please contact me:  354-1433 or 

email: Louise@university-heights.org  

Tom Breese resigned his position as a member and chairman of the Board of Adjustment due to a 

medical problem.  I want to sincerely thank Tom for his many years of dedicated service to the City and 

send him best wishes for a full recovery. 

 

Oct. 20th-Joint Cities Meeting.  The need for more safe, decent, affordable housing in the greater 

community was discussed.   All cities are to report back about affordable housing ideas/solutions to the 

next joint cities meeting - Jan. 29th.* 

*I have communicated with Tracey Achenbach, executive director of the Housing Trust Fund of Johnson 

County and discussed scheduling a work session with the city council in early to mid-January with the 

staff from the Housing Trust Fund and the Johnson County Affordable Homes Coalition to share 

affordable housing ideas in University Heights with the city council.   

Oct. 28th -Attended RTBC -MPO (Regional Trails and Bicycle Committee)- Highlights - Reviewed a 

community Complete Streets policy. 

Nov. 2nd- Open House was held to welcome new Police Chief, Ken Stanley. 

Nov. 3rd-Meeting with MPO transportation planner Kristopher Ackerson with council member Virginia 

Miller, city engineer, Josiah Bilskemper, Police Chief Ken Stanley & myself to discuss possible ideas and 

options for bicycle lanes on Melrose as well as possible projects for future MPO and federal funding 

applications. 

Nov.4th Attended TTAC-MPO (Transportation Technical Advisory Committee).  The committee reviewed 

the MPO Complete Streets policy. Many changes were added, it was suggested to bring back to the 

TTAC January meeting for a second review.  There was a presentation and discussion of Complete 

Streets Best Practices.  Examples of good streets practices were given in all five contiguous cities. 

Nov. 6th Meeting with Mark Phelps, city snow contractor and Police Chief Stanley,  Virginia & I to discuss 

snow/ice clearing process in the city and renewal of contract.  Mark Phelps will attend the city council 

meeting to answer any questions about the contract and snow removal. 

mailto:Louise@university-heights.org


 
 

November ‘14 – City Attorney's Report 

 

 

1. Proposed Development – GG Land Group.  My understanding is the Council will 

discuss GG Land Group’s development proposal.  To clarify, there has been nothing 

submitted formally to the City concerning this development.  Until something is 

submitted, there’s really nothing for the Council to decide, vote on, etc.  Of course, 

there’s nothing inappropriate about the Council discussing the proposed development 

generally.  But at this point, there has been no request that the Council take action, and 

there is nothing on which to take action. 

 

2. City of Iowa City – Shared Boundary Issues.  Mayor From, Council Member Miller, 

and I met with representatives of the City of Iowa City on October 13, 2014.  We 

discussed issues related to ordinance and code enforcement across the City boundary 

line.  The purpose of the meeting was to identify issues and discuss possible solutions.  

One suggestion was a 28E Agreement that would permit either City to enforce that 

City’s ordinances across the boundary line. 

 

 Included in the discussion was maintenance of Koser Avenue properties near 

Emerald Street, and snow removal along the north side of Benton Street. 

These issues have come up several times over the years in one form or another.  

 

 Iowa City has for many years cleared the snow off the Benton Street 

sidewalk.  Iowa City recognizes an obligation to continue doing so 

when the snow is not a “natural accumulation” – that is, when the snow 

doesn’t drop from the sky but rather is deposited by the plows 

whisking past.  Iowa City contends that adjacent property owners 

should be required to remove “natural accumulations” of snow – 

whether the property is in Iowa City (where the sidewalk is) or 

University Heights (where the properties are). 

 

 Iowa City receives complaints fairly consistently about certain 

property owners in University Heights not mowing or otherwise 

landscaping the area behind their homes on Koser Avenue from the lot 

line westward to Emerald Street.  Iowa City seeks a mechanism to 

require the property owners (in University Heights) to maintain this 

area (in Iowa City). 

 

 I have sent a letter to the owners of the Koser Avenue and Mahaska Court 

properties indicating that the Council will be discussing this issue at the 

November meeting. 

 

 The Council has several options with respect to the issue presented, including 

these: 
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 Do nothing.  In this event, I believe the City of Iowa City will move 

forward with its effort to enforce its ordinances against property 

owners in University Heights.  The University Heights City Council 

may object to that action by taking action (legal or otherwise) to 

prevent it.  The Council may leave it to individual property owners to 

defend Iowa City’s actions. 

 

 Direct further discussions.  If there is additional information the 

Council desires or courses of action the Council would like to explore, 

I believe Iowa City representatives are willing to discuss them. 

 

 Authorize discussion of a 28E Agreement.  If the Council wants to 

facilitate a mechanism to permit Iowa City to enforce its ordinances 

against property in University Heights, work may commence to draft 

a 28E Agreement. 

 

 Other options may be available.  My hope is the Council will be able to 

provide some guidance or position on this issue before snowfall this winter.  

 

3. Snow removal Contract.  The Council will consider Resolution No. 14-28 authorizing 

the Mayor to sign a snow removal and sanding contract with Hawkeye Construction 

and Snow Removal. The proposed resolution (with referenced contract and map 

showing sand barrel locations) is attached. 

 

4. Request for Legal Fee Reimbursement.  The Council will receive a request from the 

owner of 399 Mahaska Drive for reimbursement of legal fees.  The fees were incurred 

in 2009 after I wrote to the citizen about reports that a business was being conducted in 

the R-1 Zone in violation of the Zoning Ordinance.  I have assembled my file regarding 

this matter into a single PDF, which is attached.  I do not have much to add to the 

communication from 2009.  I will be happy to entertain any questions the Council may 

have, of course. 

 

5. Discussion of Establishing Tree Board and Adopting Tree Ordinance.  Council 

Member Miller has researched some possibilities for the City to adopt a Tree Ordinance 

and establish a Tree Board to handle tree-related issues.  A very rough draft of an 

ordinance is attached.  I believe the Council will discuss the ideas set forth in the draft 

ordinance and provide guidance regarding a strategy for moving forward with the 

ordinance, if that’s the Council’s desire. 

 

6. Police Chief – Ron Fort Retirement.  The Council will consider Resolution No. 14-

29 approving Chief Ron Fort’s retirement as University Heights Administrative Police 

Chief effective October 26, 2014.  This is a formality, of course; Chief Fort has retired.  

The proposed resolution is attached.  

 

7. Resolution Establishing Depositories and Deposit Limits.  The Council will consider 

Resolution No. 14-30 that identifies the financial institutions where the City will 
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deposit money and specifies the maximum amount that may be deposited at these 

institutions. The resolution, as proposed, specifies the maximum amount that can be 

deposited at each institution to be $500,000.00.  (The usual FDIC limitation on 

insurable amounts does not apply to municipal deposits.).  The proposed resolution is 

attached. 

 

8. Resolution Extending Building Permit Moratorium.  The Zoning Commission has 

met five times since the Council adopted a moratorium on issuing building permits 

September 19, 2014.  The Commission has two additional meetings scheduled with 

more likely to follow.  My understanding is that Council Member Quezada will request 

that the Council extend the current moratorium (set to expire December 9) to permit 

additional time for the Commission and Council to complete their work on considering 

amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.   I have prepared a draft Resolution No. 14-31 – 

attached.  The draft resolution does not specify a new expiration date, which will need 

to be added if the resolution is adopted.  Also, the Council may desire to change the 

language of the resolution. 

 

9. Parking on Yards.   My understanding is that the Council will hear a request that 

vehicles be permitted to park on a vacant lot on Melrose Avenue.  The request is made 

to accommodate the need for parking by construction workers at UIHC Children’s 

Hospital.  The City’s Traffic Ordinance (No. 120) prohibits parking on vacant lots 

except on game days.  If the Council desired to permit such parking on other days, the 

Council would be required to change the Traffic Ordinance.  That would require 3 

readings unless the Council suspended the requirement for those readings.  I have not 

prepared an amendment to the Traffic Ordinance because the Council has not requested 

it.  If the Council desires to change the Traffic Ordinance, I will prepare an amendment 

for consideration in December. 

 

10. Mediacom – Interest on Franchise Fee Paymetn.  Mediacom has paid the interest on 

the franchise fee amounts that were not remitted on time. As requested, check in the 

amount of $389.52 was received. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Leff/SEB/UH/UH Atty Reports/UHAttyRept November ‘14 legal report 
  























































ORDINANCE NO. XYZ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO TREES AND ESTABLISHING AND 

EMPOWERING THE “TREE BOARD OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY 

HEIGHTS, JOHNSON COUNTY, IOWA: 

 

Section 1. Creation and Establishment of Tree Board. 

There is hereby created and established the Tree Board 

of University Heights, Iowa, which shall consist of three 

(3) members of the public and one (1) City Council 

representative.  All members shall be appointed by the 

Mayor and confirmed by the City Council. 

The term of Tree Board members shall be three years, 

except that the term of one member appointed to the first 

board shall be only one year and the term for one member of 

the first board shall be for two years. In the event that a 

vacancy shall occur during the term of any member, the 

member’s successor shall be appointed for the unexpired 

portion of the term. 

Section 2. Compensation. 

Members of the Tree Board shall serve without 

compensation. 

Section 3. Duties and Responsibilities. 

The Tree Board shall be responsible to study, 

investigate, counsel, and develop a written plan for the 

care, preservation, trimming, planting, replanting, 

removal, or disposition of trees and shrubs in public 

areas. Such public areas shall include but not be limited 

to the area between the lot lines of private property and 

the street rights-of-way.  The Tree Board’s plan will be 

presented to the City Council and upon its acceptance and 

approval shall constitute the official Comprehensive Tree 

Plan for the City. The board shall review annually and 

update if needed the Comprehensive Tree Plan. The Tree 

Board, when requested by the City Council, shall consider, 

investigate, make findings, report, and recommend upon any 

special matter or question within the scope of its work. 

The tree board will advise the City Council in the 
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development of a comprehensive plan related to trees for 

the City, including planning, tree planting, and 

maintenance programs for all public trees. The board will 

promote the goals of the tree program. 

Section 4. Operation. 

The Tree Board shall choose its own officers, make its 

own rules and regulations, and keep a journal of its 

proceedings. A majority of the members shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business. 

 

Section 5. Community Tree Ordinance. 

A. Purpose. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to promote and 

protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of 

residents of the City by providing for the regulation of 

the planting, maintenance, and removal of trees, shrubs, 

and other plants within City. 

B. Definitions. 

i. Large trees—Those trees attaining a height of 35 

feet or more.  

 

ii. Park—All public parks having individual names.  

 

iii. Tree lawn—That part of a street or highway, not 

covered by sidewalk or other paving, lying between 

the property line and that portion of the street or 

highway usually used for vehicular traffic. 

C. Permits. 

No person shall plant, spray, fertilize, prune, 

remove, cut above or below ground, or otherwise disturb any 

tree on any public property without first filing an 

application and procuring a permit from the Tree Board. The 

person receiving the permit shall abide by the 

arboricultural specifications and standards of practice 

adopted by the Tree Board. 

The urban forester shall have the authority to require 

posting of a bond adequate to fully repay the city of 
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___________________ for any and all costs attendant to the 

completion of the work under the permit. In addition, the 
contractor is required to show adequate insurance coverage 

from potential damages during the execution of the work. 

D. Maintenance. 

All trees planted shall have trunks not less than one 

half-inch (1/2“) diameter measured at six inches (6”) above 

the ground. No tree shall be planted closer than 3 feet 

from the curb line or outer line of the sidewalk. Parkings 

must be at least 8 feet in width for large tree plantings 

and at least 6 feet wide for medium and small trees. All 

trees shall be planted  in line with each other and at a 
spacing of the expected width of the trees at maturity. No 

street tree shall be planted under or within 10 lateral 

feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within 5 

lateral feet of any under- ground utility wire. No trees 

shall be planted within 25 lateral feet from corners or 

intersections. 

All trees and shrubs on public or private property, 

which have branches overhanging a public street or 

sidewalk, shall have said branches trimmed to a clearance 

height of 13 feet on the street side and 8 feet on the 

sidewalk side. 

All public trees designated for removal shall be 

completely removed from the growing site and disposed of in 

an authorized manner. 

E. Species, Cultivars, and Varieties. 

The tree board develops and maintains a list of desirable 

trees for planting along streets in three size classes: 

small, medium, and large. A list of tree species not 

suitable for planting as street trees will also be created 

and enforced by the tree board. 

F. Obstruction. 

Any person owning or occupying real property bordering 

on any street upon which property there may be trees to 

prune shall have the duty to prune such trees in such a  

manner that they will not obstruct or shade the street 

lights, obstruct the passage of pedestrians on sidewalks, 

obstruct vision of traffic signs, or obstruct view of any 

street or alley intersection. The minimum clearance of any 
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overhanging portion thereof shall be 8 feet over sidewalks 

and 13 feet over all streets. 

When a person to whom an order is directed shall fail 

to comply within the specified time, it shall be lawful for 

the city to prune such trees with the cost assessed to the 

owner as provided by law in special assessments. 

G. Nuisance and Condemnation. 

All street trees planted in violation of, or not 

maintained in strict compliance with the provisions of this 

ordinance, or that are dead or dangerous are declared to 

constitute a public nuisance. The tree board shall cause 

written notice to be served on the property owner requiring 

such nuisances to be corrected within 30 days or the cost 

of correction will be assessed against the property owner. 

H. Protection of Trees. 

During development, redevelopment, razing, or 

renovating, no more than 50 percent of the trees shall be 

cut, damaged, or removed except by specific permit. No 

person shall excavate any ditches, tunnels, trenches, or 

lay any drive within a radius of 20 feet from any tree. 

No person shall intentionally damage, cut, carve, 

attach any rope, wire, nails, advertising posters, or other 

contrivance to any tree; allow any gaseous, liquid, 

chemical, or solid substance that is harmful to such trees 
to come in contact with them; or set fire or permit fire to 

burn when such fire or the heat will injure any portion of 

any tree. 

Tree topping is not allowed on any publicly owned 

tree. 

I. Appeals. 

Any person who receives an order from the urban 

forester and objects to all or a part thereof, may, within 

eight days of receipt thereof, notify the tree board and 

city council, in writing, of the nature of the objection 

and request a hearing thereon. The hearing shall be held 

within thirty days of notice to the appellant. Within eight 

days after such hearing, the mayor shall notify the 

appellant and the tree board of the final decision. 
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J. Penalties. 

Any person or firm, or corporation violating or 

failing to comply with any of the provisions of this 

ordinance shall be guilty of a simple misdemeanor, and upon 

conviction thereof shall be fined a sum no less than $1, 

nor more than $100.00, or may be imprisoned for a term not 

exceeding 30 days, or both. 

SAVING CLAUSE. 

 

In the event any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or 

section contained in this ordinance shall be held to be 

invalid, unlawful, or unconstitutional for any reason, then 

it is hereby declared that the remaining such portions and 

provisions of this ordinance would have been enacted and 

remain in full force and effect. 

 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage 

and publication as provided by law. 

 

 

REPEALER. 

  

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with 

the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.  

 

 

Adopted by the University Heights City Council this ____ day 

of _____, 2015, and approved this _____ day of _____, 2015. 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Louise From, Mayor 

 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

ATTEST:  

 

__________________________________ 

Christine Anderson, City Clerk 
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STATE OF IOWA  ) 

    ) SS: 

COUNTY OF JOHNSON ) 

 

 On this ____ day of _____, 2013, before me, a notary 

public in and for the state of Iowa, personally appeared 

Louise From and Christine Anderson, to me personally known, 

and who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the 

Mayor and City Clerk of the City of University Heights, Iowa; 

that the seal affixed to this instrument is the corporate 

seal of the city; and that said instrument was signed and 

sealed on behalf of the city, and that Louise From and 

Christine Anderson acknowledged the execution of said 

instrument to be their voluntary act and deed and the 

voluntary act and deed of the city, by it and by them 

voluntarily executed. 

 

     

 __________________________________  

 Notary Public in and for 

  the State of Iowa 

   



RESOLUTION NO. 14-29 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CHIEF RON FORT’S   
RETIREMENT AS ADMINISTRATIVE POLICE CHIEF  

 
 

RESOLVED, that the University Heights City Council hereby approves 

and accepts Chief Ron Fort’s retirement as Administrative Police Chief effective 

October 26, 2014.  The Council thanks Chief Fort for his outstanding service to 

the City and its citizens.  

 
 
 

 
 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 

   AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Aldrich  _____   _____   _______ 
Haverkamp  _____   _____   _______ 
Lane   _____    _____     _______ 
Miller   _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada  _____    _____   _______ 

 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 

day of November, 2014. 

 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
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City Clerk Report 
November 2014 
 

 
 
 

 One building permit received since the last meeting: 
 

59 Olive Court – Finish basement 
 

 161 rental permits received for FY15 fiscal year (158 last month): 
 

63 for Grandview Court (63 last month) 
98 for rest of University Heights (95 last month)          

            

 Verifying with Rental Inspector all rental permits, that we are aware of, have 
been received. No late fees received this month. Researching one property 
to see if it is a rental property.  
 

 City examination (audit) has been scheduled for December 17th. Kronlage 
and Olson have sent us a preliminary list of items they will be reviewing. I 
have forwarded the list to Lori, Jim, Louise and Steve Kuhl. 
 

 Yearly request from Press Citizen for salary information. Thank you Lori for 
sending in the information. 
 
 
 

 
Report from Norm Cate – Rental Inspector: 
 
Two rental properties were inspected in October. 

220 Sunset Street; owner will update smoke alarms in bedrooms. 

52 Olive Court; owner will be required to reinforce carrying beam on rear deck. 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-30 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

AS OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES AND SPECIFYING LIMITS ON THE 

 MAXIMUM AMOUNT THAT MAY BE DEPOSITED AT EACH INSTITUTION. 
 

RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of University Heights Iowa, 
approves the following financial institutions to be official depositories of the City 
in the maximum amounts specified: 

 
A. Hills Bank and Trust Company, or its successor in interest, not 

more than $500,000.00. 
 
B. MidWestOne Bank, or its successor in interest, not more than 

$500,000.00. 
 
C. Wells Fargo Bank, or its successor in interest, not more than 

$500,000.00. 
 
D. West Bank, or its successor in interest, not more than $500,000.00. 
 
 
E. University of Iowa Community Credit Union, or its successor in 

interest, not more than $500,000.00 
 
 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Aldrich _____    _____   _______ 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Lane  _____    _____     _______ 
Miller  _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada _____    _____   _______ 

 
 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 
day of November, 2014. 
 
 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
 



ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
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Form F-66 (IA-2)
(6-11-2014)

STATE OF IOWA

2014

FINANCIAL REPORT 16205201000000

FISCAL YEAR ENDED

JUNE 30, 2014

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS

CITY   OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS , IOWA

 DUE: December 1, 2014 (Please correct any error in name, address, and ZIP Code)

WHEN   Mary Mosiman, CPA

COMPLETED,   Auditor of State      NOTE - The information supplied in this report will be shared by the Iowa State

PLEASE   State Capitol Building      Auditor's Office, the  U.S. Census Bureau, various public interest groups, and State

RETURN TO   Des Moines, IA 50319-0004      and federal agencies.

                     ALL FUNDS

Item description Governmental Proprietary     Total actual Budget

(a) (b) (c) (d)

Revenues and Other Financing Sources

     Taxes levied on property

     Less: Uncollected property taxes-levy year

        Net current property taxes

     Delinquent property taxes

     TIF revenues

     Other city taxes 0

     Licenses and permits 0

     Use of money and property 0

     Intergovernmental 0

     Charges for fees and service 0

     Special assessments 0

     Miscellaneous 0

     Other financing sources 0

        Total revenues and other sources 0

 Expenditures and Other Financing Uses

     Public safety 0

     Public works 0

     Health and social services 0

     Culture and recreation 0

     Community and economic development 0

     General government 0

     Debt service 0

     Capital projects 0

        Total governmental activities 

        expenditures

     Business type activities 0

        Total ALL expenditures 0

     Other financing uses, including transfers out 0

        Total ALL expenditures/And

        other financing uses

        Excess revenues and other sources over 

        (Under) Expenditures/And other 

        financing uses

Beginning fund balance July 1, 2013 0

Ending fund balance June 30, 2014 0

              Note - These balances do not include  $ held in non-budgeted internal service funds; $ 0

                                held in Pension Trust Funds;    $ held in Private Purpose Trust funds and  $

held in agency funds which were not budgeted and are not available for city operations.

Amount - Omit cents Amount - Omit cents

General obligation debt
$ 89,000 Other long-term debt $ 0

Revenue debt
$ 0 Short-term debt $ 0

TIF Revenue debt
$ 0

General obligation debt limit $ 5,393,800

   CERTIFICATION

THE FOREGOING REPORT IS CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF

 Mark (x) one

x   Date Published

  Date Posted

Printed name of city clerk Area Code Number Extension

Telephone  319

Signature of Mayor or other City official (Name and Title) Date signed

71,384

 Signature of city clerk

579,298

507,914

Date Published/Posted

579,298

1,041,788

95,002

1,136,790

2,813

139,277

32,692

170,953

1,041,788

0

551,405

43,491

438,985

216,018

1,198,626

507,914

0

41,050

2,813

0

0 71,384

507,914

0

1,041,788

95,002

0

4,700

23,890

38,888

0

170,953

1,041,788

1,242,117

116,000

138,500

41,993

628,824

0

0

40,175

26,300

438,985

4,649 4,649

278,594

178,175

1,082,626

41,050

139,277

32,692

432,069

233,225

0

216,018

0

615

95,002

1,208,174

278,594

615

0

134,015

631,551

0

0

95,002

1,208,174

628,824

0

0

5,000

159,479

Indebtedness at June 30, 2014

40,175

26,300

0

1,000

287,588

1,082,626

0

134,015

32,685

0

116,000

0

1,136,790

   PLEASE PUBLISH THIS PAGE ONLY 

0

337-6900Christine Anderson

0

0

Indebtedness at June 30, 2014

City Clerk

1004 Melrose Avenue

Iowa City, IA  52246

631,551628,824628,824

0



















































 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-31 
 
 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING A MORATORIUM ON ISSUING BUILDING 
PERMITS IN THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS TO ALLOW THE CITY 

COUNCIL TIME TO CONSIDER CERTAIN CHANGES TO THE CITY’S 
ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

WHEREAS, the University Heights City Council is undertaking a 
comprehensive review of its Zoning Ordinance, No. 79, and to solicit public 
opinion, input, and comment regarding ordinance provisions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council intends to evaluate and consider changes to the 

Zoning Ordinance provisions particularly related to the following matters, perhaps 
among others: 

 

 Height of accessory structures and buildings 

 Ascertaining and regulating the amount of surface-water runoff and 
drainage related to proposed construction 

 Regulating floor-area ratio (the ratio of a building’s total area to the 
lot/land upon which it is constructed) 

 Defining “open space” and “green space” and requiring such space 
in certain circumstances 

 Preserving access to air and sunlight 

 Other matters that may improve the Zoning Ordinance and protect 
and preserve property owners’ reasonable expectations regarding 
use and development of property; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Council adopted Resolution No. 14-26 on September 19, 

2014, adopting and imposing a moratorium on the issuance of building permits in 
the City until December 9, 2014, to permit the Council to undertake this review 
and consider possible Zoning Ordinance amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the University Heights Zoning Commission has been meeting 

at the Council’s direction and will present recommended Zoning Ordinance 
changes to the Council as soon as the Commission’s work is complete; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that the review of the Zoning 

Ordinance will not be complete by December 9, 2014, when the current 
moratorium expires; and 

 
WHEREAS, the initial moratorium set forth in Resolution No. 14-26 

specifically contemplated that the period of the moratorium might be extended by 
further resolution of the Council; and 
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WHEREAS, the Council is informed by the City Building Official that no 
building permit applications have been received and rejected as a result of the 
present moratorium; and 

 
WHEREAS, if the Council concludes that Zoning Ordinance amendments 

will be considered as a result of its review process, the Council may further 
extend the duration of this moratorium to permit three readings of an amending 
ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council reserves the opportunity to extend further or 

otherwise modify the moratorium if circumstances warrant, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 

of University Heights, Iowa, hereby adopts and imposes a moratorium on the 
issuance of building permits in the City until ___________ ___, 20__, or until the 
Council rescinds this Resolution No. 14-31, whichever occurs first.  During the 
time period that this moratorium is in effect, no building permits shall be issued 
by the City except when the proposed construction will not cause or result in any 
increase in or enlargement of any of the exterior dimensions or components of an 
existing building or in the exterior dimensions or components of a damaged or 
destroyed building as they existed immediately before it was damaged or 
destroyed.  Furthermore, during the time period that this moratorium is in effect, 
no building permits shall be issued by the City for any new buildings.  In the 
event the Council determines that the moratorium should be extended or 
otherwise modified, the Council may make such changes by further resolution.  
 
 
 

Upon motion by _______________, and seconded by 
_________________, the vote was as follows: 
 
 
 

   AYES:  NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Aldrich  _____   _____   _______ 
Haverkamp  _____   _____   _______ 
Lane   _____    _____   _______ 
Miller   _____    _____    _______ 
Quezada  _____     _____   _______ 

 
 
 
 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 11th 
day of November, 2014. 
 
 



3 
 

 
 _________________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 14-31 extending building permit moratorium 111114  



1) Zebra striping pedestrian crossing at Olive Court and Melrose – Received a 
reply from MPO’s Kris Ackerson, which was forwarded to council.  

2) Tower Court Park – Mike Moran will present plans to the neighborhood on 
Sunday, November 16th 

3) Leaf pickup is this week Thursday 11/13.  Bags picked up for free next week, 
11/20. 

4) Snow Removal contract needs to be renewed, met with Louise and Mark 
Phelps to do so last week. 

5) Tree ordinance to set up a tree advisory board is with Steve Ballard for 
review. 

6) Preserving Open Spaces ordinance is on hold until after zoning work is 
finished. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   University Heights, Mayor, Council, and Staff 
FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. 
DATE:   November 7, 2014 
RE:   City Engineer’s Report 
 

(1) Repair Damaged Curb – Melrose Avenue 
 

a. There is a damaged section of curb on the north side of Melrose Avenue, adjacent the 
on-street parking stalls in front of the dental office.  We have contacted J&L 
Construction to remove and replace this short section of curb as they are doing work to 
remove and replace several panels of Paul Moore’s east parking lot, which is right next 
to this section of curb. 

 
(2) Sunset Street – Tree Replacements 

 
a. Replacement trees were planted on Friday, November 7

th
.  There are still two lilac trees 

that Country Landscapes did not have available.  We have requested a day when these 
will be planted. 
 

b. A request has been made for the date when available trees will be planted, so that one 
tree doesn’t hold up the others from being planted in good weather.  The DOT fall 
planting dates for deciduous plants are between Oct. 1 and Nov. 30. (Oct. Mtg.) 

 
c. Country Landscapes plans to replant trees in October along Sunset Street.  Several 

trees did not survive last winter and were removed earlier this spring.  These trees will 
be replanted at no cost to the city as they are covered by 1-year warranty. (Sept. Mtg.) 

 
(3) Sidewalk Inspections 

 
a. Inspections of SE quadrant sidewalks have been completed, and sidewalks have been 

painted.  We are completing the documentation report for each property, as well as 
gathering property owner information and addresses for sending out the reports. 

 
b. Per discussion with Mayor From and Council Member Miller, we will review all 

sidewalks in the SE quadrant of the city (east of Sunset; south of Melrose) this fall, 
providing inspection sheets to property owners noting required repairs. (Sept. Mtg.) 
 

(4) Permit Renewal – Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
 

a. The City of University Heights has a permit from the Iowa DNR to own and maintain the 
system of storm sewer intakes in the city.  The duration of each permit is 5-years, and 
the current permit will expire in May 2015.  The renewal application, as well as the 
permit fee for the new permit ($1,250) is required to be submitted by November 20, 
2014.  I anticipate the check for the permit fee will be included in the monthly warrants 
list for your consideration at the meeting.  We will submit the application next week, and 
DNR will write the new 5-year permit and send back to the City beginning of next year. 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these or any other items. 
 
JDB 



 
 
November 2014 Community Protection Report 
 
-The Police Force held a departmental meeting on October 26th.  Mayor From 
and Community Protection Committee members Aldrich and Haverkamp were 
present for the first portion of the meeting. Regular departmental meeting will be 
held twice monthly. 
 
-November 2nd an open house was held welcoming new Police Chief Ken 
Stanley who was sworn in by Mayor From. Following the ceremony Chief Stanley 
gave comments to those assembled.  Read Chief Stanley's remarks here. 
 
-Applications for the position of reserve police officer are being accepted through 
12/1/14. To receive application materials, stop in the City Office, 1004 Melrose 
Ave, between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM weekdays. Or you may email Police Chief 
Ken Stanley. 

http://university-heights.org/CommunityProtect/Chief/StanleyRemarks11-2-14.pdf
mailto:ken.stanley@uhpolice.org
mailto:ken.stanley@uhpolice.org


University Heights November 2014 eGovernment Report 

 

 

U-H Website Updates/Statistics October 1- 31, 2014 

 October 29, 2014 

o Zoning Commission agenda, Open House for Chief Ken Stanley 

 October 26, 2014 

o Rental contact info update 

 October 22, 2014 

o October council meeting webstream, leaf vacuuming schedule 

 October 19, 2014 

o Zoning Commission minutes 

 October 13, 2014 

o Council meeting agenda and attachments 

 October 12, 2014 

o Council meeting agenda, September minutes 

 October 8, 2014 

o Chief Ron Fort retirement reception, city council meeting 

 October 6, 2014 

o Zoning Commission agenda, resident guide 

 October 1, 2014 

o Zoning Commission Meetings, Nov. 4 election Info 

 

Monthly Statistics from Stat Counter 

Page Views Unique Visits 1st Time Visits Returning Visits  

1,775 1,242 850 392 Total 

58 41 28 13 Average 

 

Monthly Statistics from Webalyzer 

 

 

 

 

 

U-H Website Twitter Statistics October 1- 31, 2014 

  

Tweets 1 

Re-tweets 0 

Followers 48 

 

 

Hits per Hour 78 

Hits per Day 1877 

Pages per Day 485 

Total Visits 7298 

Total Unique User 

Agents 
1055 

Average Visits Per Day 235 

http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-13-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-10-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-7-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html


 

 

University Heights City Council Meeting Webcasts Viewing Statistics From EarthChannel 

 

 

 

October Council Meeting statistics 

10/20/14 to 10/31/14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Council Meeting statistics 

9/15/14 to 10/31/14 
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Building Zoning & Sanitation Committee 
November 2014 Report   By Silvia Quezada 
 

1. See also November City Clerk Report for committee support details.  
 

2. City Building Inspection Policy Considerations and/or Program Changes.  
None for this period.  

 
3. City Housing Inspection Policy Considerations and/or Program Changes.   

None for this period.  
 

4.   Other Assignment(s).  
 

(a) Moratorium Review Update 

 Update from Pat Yeggy, Chair, report provided below  

 Extension requested to complete last few items; anticipate end date would 

be sooner than extended moratorium date.  

(b) Grandview Recycling 

 Pending implementation    

(c) Plastic Bag Ordinance.  

 Met with 2/3 UH businesses potentially impacted by ordinance. 

(d) Tower Court Park 

 See Streets & Side Walks (Virginia M.) report for details 

(e) Unpaid Internship  

 Pursuing options to have a student intern for the Spring semester 

 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
Zoning Commission Report 
November 10, 2014 

Pat Yeggy, Chair 

 

At the request of the City Council the Zoning Commission is meeting to review issues raised 

regarding Ordinance 79, the city’s zoning ordinance.  The commission has met five times since the 

building moratorium was approved, and more meetings are scheduled.  

The commission plans to recommend that Council amend the zoning ordinance to limit the height 

of an accessory building to 20’.  We will also recommend that the way building height is calculated be 

changed so as to conform to the way height is measured in surrounding cities and we’ll propose some new 

“Definitions” to the ordinance.  

We are now discussing other issues we were asked to review and our next substantive topic is 

“Yards”.  This means conversations about setbacks, open space, buildable areas, paving, and parking, to 

name several, as we consider everything the ordinance permits, prohibits, and requires in regard to yards.  

The next issue we will take up is floor-area-ratio (FAR) limitations. 
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