
 

 

 

            

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, December 9, 2014 
Horn School Library Room 
600 Koser Ave. 
7:00-9:00pm 
Meeting called by Louise From 
 
 

Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

7:00 

 

 

7:01 

 

 

 

 

7:15 

Call to Order  

 

 

 

 

 

Roll Call 
Approval Minutes- Nov. 11, 2014 
 
-Discussion about banning plastic bags- by 
representative of “100 Grannies for a 
Livable Future.” 
  
-Update of One University Place project. 
 
 
Public Input 
 

Louise From 
 
 
Becky Ross 
 
 
 
Jim Lane 
 
 
Public 

 Administration 

 

  

 -Mayor 

 

-City Attorney 

 

-City Clerk 

 

 

Mayor’s Report 
 
Legal Report 
  
 
City Clerk Report 
-City Audit update 

Louise From 
 
Steve Ballard 
 
 
Chris Anderson 

 Committee Reports:   

  Finance  

 

 

 

 

 

Building, Zoning & Sanitation 

Committee Report 
-Budget Summary of 2013-2014 
-Review 2015-2016 Budget Timeline 
  
Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills  
 
 
Committee Report 
Zoning Commission Report 

Jim Lane 
 
 
 
Lori Kimura 
 
 
Silvia Quezada 
Pat Yeggy, chair 

  

Community Protection 

 
 
Police Chief Report 
 
Committee Report 
 

 
 
Ken Stanley 
 
Carla Aldrich/M. 
Haverkamp 



 

 

Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

 

 Streets and Sidewalks Committee Report 
-Consider approval for Trees Forever doing 
structural pruning for all newly planted city 
trees in Feb. 2015. 
 
Community Relations Report 
 
Engineer Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 14-34 
Requiring Repairs of Sidewalks by Abutting 
Property Owners. 

Virginia Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 

    

 e-Government Committee Report  Mike Haverkamp 

 Announcements  
 
 
Recommendation of City Attorney to meet 
in closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 
Sec. 21.5(1) to discuss strategy with 
counsel in matters where litigation is 
imminent where its disclosure would be 
likely to prejudice or disadvantage the 
position of the City.   

Anyone 
 
 
Steve Ballard 

 

 

 

9 :00 

 
 
 
 
Adjournment 

 
Reconvening of Open Session  

 
 
 
 
Louise From 
 

    

    

Next Regular Council Meeting: Tuesday, January 13, 2015- Location to be announced.  



 

Mayor Report - December 2014 

***I will be reviewing appointments to city committees- Zoning Commission & Board of Adjustments.  

Citizens who are interested please contact me. 

Nov. 13th- Attended the ESGR program (Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve) at the new Iowa 

City Amory to provide work managers and supervisors of employees who serve in the Guard and 

Reserve information about what they do.  It is an amazing program and I learned so much about our 

Iowa guard.  I also rode in the Iowa City National Guard Chinook helicopter!  UH Resident Kip Sheldon 

(bio-med chief) invited me to attend along with other area mayors. 

Nov. 19th - Attended the MPO-Urbanized Area Policy Board Meeting.  Highlights: Affordable Housing in 

the urbanized cities was discussed as well as updates on single use plastic bags.  I will be serving on the 

nomination committee for recommending a chair person and vice -chair person along with IC and 

Coralville representatives.  

  Dec. 3rd -Attended the EMA- Emergency Management Board Meeting.   Highlights:  The preliminary 

budget was discussed.   

MidAmerican Energy  community grant.  I applied for this $250 grant to be used for community and/or 

city projects.   

The Fourth Annual Severson Charity Challenge is being sponsored by MPO-JC. 

Linda Severson was the Human Services Coordinator for the MPO-JC. Linda 
passed away of cancer four years ago and in her spirit-the City of Iowa City is 
challenging other municipalities and entities in JC to have a charity drive in 

Linda’s honor.  Each entity that wants to participate will designate a charity for 
their Holiday Charity Drive. The entity that collects the most donations (based on 

the ratio of full-time employees plus city council members to quantity of donations), 
will be awarded the engraved traveling Severson Cup. City of Coralville won the 
first challenge and University Heights won the last two years.  All City employees 

part time and full time, city council members/ mayor can participate.  However, no 
donation will be turned down.  The University Heights charity will again be: 
“The Ronald McDonald House of Iowa City.” 
I checked the Ronald McDonald House website about their “wish list” and they can 
always use paper towels, laundry detergent and cleaning supplies as well as common 
food items that most people like. 
I have listed some examples: Baking mixes, frosting mixes, variety of canned soups, 
canned fruits and vegetables, Sugar, flour, chocolate chips, cereal both individual and 
large boxes, snacks such as granola bars or fruit snacks. The collection boxes are at our 
city office.  Gifts of cash/checks are also appreciated so they can purchase necessary 
items.  Police Chief Ken Stanley is usually at the city office M-F from 9am-5:00pm, unless 
called out.   If no one is at the office my phone numbers are: 354-1433 or 321-5525. The 
last day for collection will be Jan. 2, 2015. 

 



 
 

December ‘14 – City Attorney's Report 

 

 

1. City of Iowa City – Shared Boundary Issues.  I have had some additional 

communication with representatives of the City of Iowa City, but I do not have anything 

further to report this month.  I expect a further meeting with Iowa City representatives 

will be scheduled for later this month. 

 

2. Resolution Requiring Sidewalk Repairs.  The Council will consider Resolution No. 

14-__ requiring abutting property owners to repair sidewalks identified and marked by 

the City Engineer.  The proposed resolution permits property owners to complete 

repairs by July 15, 2015; it further provides that after this deadline, the City may 

perform the repairs and assess the costs to the property as additional property tax.  The 

proposed resolution is attached.  I believe Council Member Miller and Engineer 

Bilskemper will report further concerning the sidewalk repair project. 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leff/SEB/UH/UH Atty Reports/UHAttyRept December ‘14 legal report 

  



City Clerk Report 
December 2014 
 

 
 
 

 Two building permits received since the last meeting: 
 

120 Golfview Avenue – Add electrical panel and 6 outlets in garage 
1250 Melrose Avenue – Replace deck facing 
 

 164 rental permits received for FY15 fiscal year (161 last month): 
 

63 for Grandview Court (63 last month) 
101 for rest of University Heights (98 last month)          

            

 Two rental permits outstanding and notification from property owner that 
he may rent out his Grandview Court condo. One late fee received this 
month.  
 

 Sent updated building permit spreadsheet to Gary Krob, Coordinator for 
the State of Iowa Data Center Program per his request (in coordination with 
US Census Bureau). 
 
 
 

 
Report from Norm Cate – Rental Inspector: 
 

 121 Grandview Court 
 209 Grandview Court 
 414 Grandview Court  
 624 Grandview Court 
 265 Koser Avenue 
 19 Leamer Court 

 1263 Melrose Avenue 

At 19 Leamer Court, a 9 volt smoke alarm battery was replaced during the 
inspection; at 265 Koser Avenue, a new fire extinguisher was installed during the 
inspection. No violations noted at the other properties. 
 



University Heights

Building Permits

January 1, 2014 - December 7, 2014

Permit # Building Address

Date 

Issued Fee

Building 

Valuation Description of Remodeling

BLD14-001 104 Birkdale Court 1/23/2014 $145.60 Finish bedroom in basement (bldg. and electrical permits)

BLD14-002 1212 Melrose Avenue 2/20/2014 $308.30 $12,000.00 Bedroom and bath installation in basement (bldg., electrical and plumbing permits)

BLD14-003 1145 Melrose Avenue 4/8/2014 $310.00 Convert part of garage to habitable space (bldg., mechanical, electrical and plumbing permits)

BLD14-004 102 Birkdale Court 4/8/2014 $277.00 $34,000.00 Finish basement (bedroom, office and rec room)

BLD14-005 114 Highland Avenue 5/12/2014 $989.55 $93,000.00 2nd floor garage art studio (bldg., electrical and plumbing permits)

BLD14-006 507 Mahaska Court 5/9/2014 $127.80 $5,000.00 Bathroom remodel (bldg., electrical and plumbing permits)

BLD14-007 35 Olive Court 5/19/2014 $95.60 $3,000.00 12x20 low-level deck on front of house

BLD14-008 31 Leamer Court 5/29/2014 $85.00 $1,000.00 Kitchen remodel/repair (bldg., electrical)

BLD14-008 (2)31 Leamer Court 6/16/2014 $50.00 $1,750.00 10 x 12 uncovered wood deck

909 Melrose Avenue 6/25/2014 $50.00 $2,555.00 Installation of basement shower (Plumbing permit)

1145 Melrose Avenue 6/13/2014 $50.00 Upgrade electrical service from 100 to 200 amp

BLD14-009 16 Olive Court 7/25/2014 $673.95 $40,000.00 24x26 detached garage with screened porch (building and electrical permits)

BLD14-010 600 Koser Avenue 8/13/2014 $707.84 $47,200.00 Site work/concrete for temporary class rooms

231 Golfview Avenue 8/7/2014 $50.00 Install CSST gas pipe for gas grill

BLD14-011 335 Koser Avenue 8/14/2014 $248.06 $11,600.00 Screened porch addition

600 Koser Avenue 9/19/2014 $125.00 Electrical wiring of 2 temporary classrooms

306 Ridgeview Avenue 10/6/2014 $50.00 Electrical service upgrade ( 100 to 200 amp)

BLD14-012 59 Olive Court 9/18/2014 $85.00 Finishing the basement

BLD14-013 1250 Melrose Avenue 12/1/2014 $44.50 Replace deck facing 

120 Golfview Avenue 8/24/2014 $50.00 Add panel and 6 outlets in the garage (electrical permit)

Total $4,523.20 $251,105.00



University Heights Budget Timeline 

The 2015-2016 budget for University Heights needs to be submitted to the State by March 15, 2015. 

Here is our basic timeline: 

January 13 Council Meeting- Budgets for all departments are submitted to Steve Kuhl. 

February 10 Council Meeting- Steve presents preliminary budget to the Council for input and changes. 

March 10 Council Meeting- Steve presents final budget and council makes any final changes and 

approves the budget. 

Budget Responsibilities- 

Each of us has responsibilities for our specific departments and I just list those to make sure we are in 

agreement. I have also listed some individual items that we will make sure someone is responsible to get 

the information.  

1. Public Safety- Mike, Carla and Ken- Ken handles the police budget. Mike and Carla will need to get a 

budget estimate from the Coralville Fire Department and Hydrant Flush service from City of Iowa City. 

2. Public Works- Silvia, Virginia and Josiah-Virginia and Josiah will provide budget for roads, bridges and 

sidewalks. You will also need to provide Tree Trimming/Management Budget.  Josiah will provide 

engineering fees budget. Virginia will need to get cost for Iowa City Bus Service and Johnson County 

Seats Service. 

Silvia and Josiah will provide budget for Sanitation. If Grandview Recycling looks possible then it should 

be included.  

3. Culture and Recreation- I will get cost of library services from Iowa City Public Library. Virginia- Will 

we have any community support projects to budget.  

4. General Government- I will work with the mayor to review salaries of all non-police personnel.  

Steve Ballard to look at Legal Services budget and insure we have right estimate. 

Mike Haverkamp to report on E-government budget 

Mayor to get MPOJC assessment figure and IA League of Cities fees. 

Virginia to get Chamber of Commerce fees. 

Steve and Lori will be looking at expenditures in the 2014-2015 budget to see if any areas are not 

tracking properly. For information we must submit a revised 2014-2015 budget by May 15, 2015 to the 

State, so there is a number of budgeting items for the council in the first five months of the year.  



I think this gets most of the major items. Would appreciate any input at our December 11 meeting on 

any items that need to be addressed or upcoming changes. 

 

Jim Lane 

11/10/14 



















































 
 
 

December 2014 Community Protection Report 
 
-Mayor From, Mike and Carla attended a Community protection meeting with Chief 
Stanley mid November 
 
-The University Heights Police Department now has facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/uhpolice and twitter webpages  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/uhpolice


Streets and Sidewalks Report December 2014 
 
 
1) Trees Forever has offered to do a round of structural pruning for all newly 

planted street trees this coming February.  Winter is the best time for this 
type of pruning because trees are least susceptible to pest and disease 
infiltration at the cut site.  I recommend we take them up on this offer and 
schedule it for late February. 

2) Jim and I met to work on the Tree Ordinance and a draft is attached. 
3) Community Fund seeking donations to fund future projects – please consider 

making a donation. 
4) Tower Court Park – meeting in November was productive, Mike Moran 

presented pictures of possible spray pad and playgrounds.  Based on 
feedback he is moving forward with the playground design that included the 
monkey bars.  Some residents provided more specific feedback on this plan 
to improve it further, and Mike Moran will have pictures of these changes 
incorporated by late December.  We plan to have another neighborhood 
meeting in late January where Mr. Moran will have a more fully developed 
plan of the whole park, including where the new water fountain, benches, 
and freestanding play items included swings will be placed. 

5) I’m still working on a plan for banners as requested by residents last year. 



 

 

ORDINANCE NO. XYZ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO TREES AND ESTABLISHING AND 

EMPOWERING THE “TREE BOARD OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY 

HEIGHTS, JOHNSON COUNTY, IOWA: 

 

Section 1. Creation and Establishment of Tree Board. 

There is hereby created and established the Tree Board 

of University Heights, Iowa, which shall consist of three 

(3) members of the public and one (1) City Council 

representative.  All members shall be appointed by the 

Mayor and confirmed by the City Council. 

The term of Tree Board members shall be three years, 

except that the term of one member appointed to the first 

board shall be only one year and the term for one member of 

the first board shall be for two years. In the event that a 

vacancy shall occur during the term of any member, the 

member’s successor shall be appointed for the unexpired 

portion of the term. 

Section 2. Compensation. 

Members of the Tree Board shall serve without 

compensation. 

Section 3. Duties and Responsibilities. 

The Tree Board shall be responsible to study, 

investigate, counsel, and develop a written plan for the 

care, preservation, trimming, planting, replanting, 

removal, or disposition of trees and shrubs in public 

areas. Such public areas shall include but not be limited 

to the area between the lot lines of private property and 

the street rights-of-way.  The Tree Board’s plan will be 

presented to the City Council and upon its acceptance and 

approval shall constitute the official Comprehensive Tree 

Plan for the City. The board shall review annually and 

update if needed the Comprehensive Tree Plan. The Tree 

Board, when requested by the City Council, shall consider, 

investigate, make findings, report, and recommend upon any 

special matter or question within the scope of its work. 

The tree board will advise the City Council in the 
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development of a comprehensive plan related to trees for 

the City, including planning, tree planting, and 

maintenance programs for all public trees. The board will 

promote the goals of the tree program. 

Section 4. Operation. 

The Tree Board shall choose its own officers, make its 

own rules and regulations, and keep a journal of its 

proceedings. A majority of the members shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business. 

 



 

Project #114102-0 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:   University Heights, Mayor, Council, and Staff 
FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. 
DATE:   December 5, 2014 
RE:   City Engineer’s Report 
 
 

(1) Repair Damaged Curb – Melrose Avenue 
 

a. J&L Construction satisfactorily completed the curb repair on Melrose.  The invoice is 
included in the monthly warrants and is recommended for approval. 
 

b. There is a damaged section of curb on the north side of Melrose Avenue, adjacent the 
on-street parking stalls in front of the dental office.  We have contacted J&L 
Construction to remove and replace this short section of curb as they are doing work to 
remove and replace several panels of Paul Moore’s east parking lot, which is right next 
to this section of curb. (Nov. Mtg.) 

 
 

(2) Sunset Street – Tree Replacements 
 

a. The two remaining lilac trees were not able to be planted due to the change in weather 
by the time the trees became available.  After consultation with the DNR district forester 
regarding the temperatures, we requested that Country Landscapes plant these two 
trees next spring.  The four trees that were planted have had their trunks wrapped for 
the winter.  Russ has applied the additional mulch to each of the trees as discussed at 
the October council meeting. 
 

b. Included in the warrants list is the final pay application for landscape and tree work 
completed by Country Landscapes this year.  This pay application covers the last three 
watering visits completed in November, and concludes their 2014 scope of work (the 
two lilac trees that are to be planted next spring are a warranty item from the Sunset 
sidewalk project).  At this time, there is no additional watering or landscaping work 
identified for 2015.  If council desires to continue with any of these types of services 
next year, new quotes will need to be obtained.  
 

c. Replacement trees were planted on Friday, November 7
th
.  There are still two lilac trees 

that Country Landscapes did not have available.  We have requested a day when these 
will be planted. (Nov. Mtg.) 

 
 

(3) Sidewalk Inspections 
 

a. The individual property reports are completed, along with the resident notification letter, 
sidewalk repair specifications, and “Frequently Asked Questions” document to be 
placed on the city website.  Steve has prepared a resolution setting forth the council’s 
intention to have the sidewalks inspected, and setting the date for property owners to 
complete their sidewalk repairs (July 15, 2015).  This type of resolution is consistent 
with the process identified in City Ordinance #47.  If this resolution is approved, we will 
send out the reports, letters and other documentation by certified mail next week. 
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b. Inspections of SE quadrant sidewalks are complete, and sidewalks have been painted.  

We are completing the documentation report for each property, as well as gathering 
property owner information and addresses for sending out the reports. (Nov. Mtg.) 

 
c. Per discussion with Mayor From and Council Member Miller, we will review all 

sidewalks in the SE quadrant of the city (east of Sunset; south of Melrose) this fall, 
providing inspection sheets to property owners noting required repairs. (Sept. Mtg.) 
 
 

(4) Permit Renewal – Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
 

a. The permit renewal application and fee were submitted to Iowa DNR on November 12
th
.  

We will receive the new 5-year permit at the beginning of next year. 
 

b. The City has a permit from the Iowa DNR to own and maintain the system of storm 
sewer intakes in the city.  The duration of each permit is 5-years, and the current permit 
will expire in May 2015.  The renewal application, as well as the permit fee for the new 
permit ($1,250) is required to be submitted by November 20, 2014. (Nov. Mtg.) 
 
 

(5) Melrose Avenue – Water Main Break 
 

a. There was a water main break on the south side of Melrose Avenue, right in front of the 
George Street intersection, within the parking lane.  The City of Iowa City fixed the main 
break, and today had a contractor replace the concrete street panels that had to be 
removed to complete the repair.  Due to the cold weather, this new concrete will be 
covered with “blankets” through the weekend to keep the concrete warm during the 
curing process.  There will be one lane access to George Street during this time. 

 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these or any other items. 
 
JDB 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-__ 
 

RESOLUTION REQUIRING OWNERS TO REPAIR  
SIDEWALKS ABUTTING THEIR PROPERTY. 

 
 

 RESOLVED by the Council of the City of University Heights, Iowa, as 

follows: 

1. That certain sidewalks and/or portions of sidewalks in the City needing 

repair, replacement, or reconstruction have been or shall be identified by a 

survey of sidewalks within the City; and 

2. That all such sidewalks or portions of sidewalks so identified shall be 

repaired, replaced, or reconstructed to the satisfaction of the City Engineer, 

in accordance with City standards, on or before July 15, 2015; and 

3. That notice to affected property owners of their obligation to repair, replace, 

or reconstruct sidewalks shall be sent by certified mail; and 

4.  That the City may perform the sidewalk repairs, replacement, or 

reconstruction after July 15, 2015, if property owners fail to do so or fail to 

do so properly and assess the costs of such repairs, replacement, or 

reconstruction against the abutting property for collection in the same 

manner as a property tax pursuant to  Iowa Code § 364.12(2)(d) (2013) and 

City Ordinance No. 47. 

 
 
Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 

________________, the vote was as follows: 
 
 

  AYES:    NAYS    ABSENT 
 
Aldrich _____    _____   _______ 
Haverkamp _____   _____   _______ 
Lane  _____    _____     _______ 
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Miller  _____   _____    _______ 
Quezada _____    _____   _______ 

 
 
 Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 9th 
day of December, 2014. 
 
 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Louise From, Mayor 
 City of University Heights 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
Steve/UH Resolutions/Resolution 14-__ requiring sidewalk repairs 120914 



University Heights December 2014 eGovernment Report 

 

 

U-H Website Updates/Statistics November 1- 30, 2014 

 November 25, 2014 

o November council meeting webstream, Tower Court Park plans 

 November 23, 2014 

o Zoning Commission meetings 

 November 19, 2014 

o Zoning Commission agenda 

 November 18, 2014 

o Winter Sidewalk reminders 

 November 14, 2014 

o Zoning Commission minutes, Tower Court Park meeting 

 November 12, 2014 

o Building permit moratorium extension 

 November 11, 2014 

o Leaf vacuuming, zoning commission, finance info, Tower Court Park update 

 November 10, 2014 

o Zoning Commission agenda, city council meeting info 

 November 3, 2014 

o Safety info, Nov. 4 election info, Chief Stanley’s swearing in ceremony 

 

Monthly Statistics from Stat Counter 

Page Views Unique Visits 1st Time Visits Returning Visits  

1,410 1,022 719 303 Total 

47 35 24 11 Average 

 

Monthly Statistics from Webalyzer 

 

 

 

 

 

U-H Website Twitter Statistics November 1- 31, 2014 

  

Tweets 5 

Re-tweets 1 

Followers 49 

 

 

Hits per Hour 69 

Hits per Day 1665 

Pages per Day 462 

Total Visits 6980 

Total Unique User 

Agents 
925 

Average Visits Per Day 232 

http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-10-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-7-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html


 

 

University Heights City Council Meeting Webcasts Viewing Statistics From EarthChannel 

 

 

 

November Council Meeting statistics 

11/21/14 to 11/30/14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Council Meeting statistics 

10/20/14 to 11/30/14 
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