
  

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 
University Club 
  1360 Melrose Avenue 
7:00-9:00pm. 
 
Meeting called by Mayor Wally Heitman 
 

Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

7:00 

 

Call to Order Meeting Roll Call 
-Approval of Minutes-June 14th and Special 
Council meeting June 27th.  

Wally Heitman 

  -Presentation by Maggie Burger with Speer 

Financial, Inc. (independent financial 
consultant) and discussion by council 
concerning financing options for street 
infrastructure improvements adjacent to 
One University Place and Community Space 
acquisition at One University Place. 

Jim Lane 

7:15  Public Input  Public Comments 

  -One University Place (OUP) construction 
report and updates.  

Jeff Maxwell 

  

Administration 

 

  

 -Mayor Mayor’s Report 
-Update on sign relocation. 
-Update on storm clean-up in city. 

Wally Heitman 
 

 -City Attorney Legal Report 
-Consideration of Resolution No. 16-39, 
concerning city parking and other 
regulations for “The Back Porch Revival”, 
hosted by the University of Iowa, at Kinnick 
Stadium on August 27, 2016. 

Steve Ballard 

 -City Clerk City Clerk Report Chris Anderson 

 Committee Reports:   

  Finance  Committee Report 
 

Jim Lane 

  Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills Lori Kimura 

 Community Protection Police Chief Report 
-Consideration to hire two part-time police 
officers. 
Committee Report 

Chief Ken Stanley 
 
 
Dotti Maher/Jerry 
Zimmermann 

 Streets and Sidewalks Committee Report 
 
 

Dotti Maher/Jerry 
Zimmermann 
 



Time 

               

 Topic 

 

 

Owner 

Engineer Report Josiah Bilskemper 

 Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 

 
Zoning Commission report 
 

Silvia Quezada 

 
Pat Bauer 

 e-Government Committee Report  
-Update on technology infrastructure for 
Community Center space. 
-Bike Friendly City grant update. 
-Consider Resolution No. 16-40, granting 
a permit pursuant to Ordinance 159(2)(c) 
allowing residents to produce sound audible 
across property lines at or near the Stella 
parking lot of 1006 Melrose Avenue to host 
an event from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. July 
21, 2016 to benefit Neighborhood Centers 
of Johnson County. 

Mike Haverkamp 

 Announcements  
 

Anyone 

9:00 Adjournment  Wally Heitman 
 

    

 
Next Regular City Council Meeting is August 9, 2016:  University Club – Iowa Room 

 

  
  
  
  

  



Siders Development Monthly Report 

June 9, 2016-July 8,2016 

An important issue 1 need to point out at the beginning of this report is the fact there was 
some significant tree damage in the east ravine caused by the high winds the morning of July 
6'*". Much of the debris surrounding the area has been cleaned up however further resolution 
to damaged trees in the ravine area needs achieved. Mr. Maxwell has contacted me 
indicating that he has asked Judith Joyce to assess the damage and prepare 
recommendations on the best resolve to the damaged. This resolve ranges from possible tree 
removal to simple pruning. I will keep the Council updated on this matter. 

To finalize comments on the ravine I would like to let you know how impressed I am with the 
grading and seeding done in that area. With several heavy rains and some very hot weather 
in June the ravine has withstood erosion and generated a nice stand of temporary vegetation. 

During the past month numerous things have been accomplished that were not visible to the 
public eye. Some items that were visible are the absence of the church structure and the solid 
construction fence along Melrose. I was very pleased to discover that the soil underneath the 
church slab was relatively clean and uncontaminated. With the age of the building and 
knowing some of the history of this property I had my doubts about what may exist. I am 
very comfortable today with the conditions and have no concerns of a good base for the 
parking area and building number 2 which will be starting soon. 

The storm sewer along the south end of the structure is being placed as I write this report. It 
should be completed prior to the July 12**̂  Council meeting. This is the last underground piece 
of infrastructure to go in place. The contractor can now focus on sidewalks, finish grading, 
seeding and landscaping. This will greatly enhance the appearance of the site and building. It 
is remarkable the detail involved to get to this point. The completion of north Sunset will also 
improve the appearance and relieve much of the traffic congestion. 

If you have questions or need clarification on any item I plan on attending the July 12*̂  
meeting. 

Glenn Siders 



 
 

July ‘16 – City Attorney's Report  
 

1. City Regulations During “The Back Porch Revival” – August 27.  The University 
of Iowa Hosts “The Back Porch Revival” August 27, 2016, in Kinnick Stadium 
(http://www.thebackporchrevival.com/). The event features Blake Shelton, among 
other musicians, and benefits The Native Fund, a nonprofit organization that describes 
itself as “Iowans Helping Iowans”.  The Council will consider Resolution No. 16-39, 
which permits parking on yards August 27, restricts sales from residential property, and 
provides the Chief of Police with authority and discretion to regulate traffic and parking 
on streets.  The Resolution is attached. 
 

2. Permit for Sound Associated with Block Party.  Certain community residents request 
a permit pursuant to Ordinance 159(2)(c) to produce sound that will or may be audible 
across property lines during an event at or near the Stella parking lot to benefit 
Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County.  The event is July 21, 2016 from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. The Council will consider Resolution No. 16-40 granting such a permit. 
The Resolution is attached. 
 

3. OUP – Community Space Acquisition, Parking Spaces.  At a future meeting (not 
July 12), the Council will consider a purchase agreement concerning the community 
space at One University Place. The Agreement will include the finish details approved 
by the Council and will address the right of first refusal for parking spaces approved by 
the Council (unless that matter is addressed in another document). These items will not 
be on the Council’s July 12 agenda, but I wanted to mention them so the Council is 
aware that they will be addressed. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leff/SEB/UH/UH Atty Reports/UHAttyRept July ‘16 legal report  

http://www.thebackporchrevival.com/
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-39 
 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING PARKING, TRAFFIC, AND  

OTHER REGULATIONS DURING THE BACK PORCH REVIVAL AT KINNICK 

STADIUM AUGUST 27, 2016  

 
WHEREAS, the University of Iowa hosts “The Back Porch Revival” at Kinnick 

Stadium August 27, 2016, featuring various country music performers to benefit The 
Native Fund, a nonprofit organization that styles its mission as “Iowans Helping Iowans”; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the University Heights City Council desires to welcome The Back 

Porch Revival performers and attendees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the University Heights City Council desires to establish certain 

regulations in the City for August 27, 2016, the day of The Back Porch Revival,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
University Heights, Iowa that the following regulations shall be in effect in the City on 
August 27, 2016: 

 
1. Parking of motor vehicles will be permitted on yards with the 

permission of the property owner and/or property residents. 
 

2. Parking on streets shall be at the discretion and direction of the 
University Heights Chief of Police. 
 

3. Traffic regulation shall be at the discretion and direction of the 
University Heights Chief of Police to protect and promote the health, 
safety, and welfare of all concerned. 
 

4. Sales of goods, merchandise, or services from property within a 
residential zone shall remain restricted as provided in Ordinance No. 
81, which permits only sales from home occupations (defined to allow 
those living at the property to sell items that they prepare on the 
premises). 
 

5. Signs, banners, and flags are permitted to be displayed with the 
permission of the property owner and/or property residents. 
 

6. These regulations shall be in effect from 8:00 a.m. August 27, 2016, 
until 12:01 a.m. August 28, 2016. 
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Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 
________________, the vote was as follows: 
 
   AYE  NAY     ABSENT ABSTAIN 
 
Haverkamp  _____   _____   _______ _______  
Lane   _____    _____     _______ _______ 
Maher   _____    _____   _______ _______ 
Quezada  _____    _____   _______ _______ 
Zimmermann  _____   _____    _______ _______ 
 

Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 12th day of 
July, 2016. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Weldon E. Heitman (Wally), Mayor  
 City of University Heights 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UH - Resolution 16-39 re Back Porch Revival  07 12 16 



City Clerk Report 
July 2016 
 

 
 
 

 One new building permit received since the last meeting: 
 

231 Golfview Avenue – Upgrade service 
 

 The rental permit mailing was sent out on June 27th. I will have an updated rental 
permit spreadsheet with permits received for you at the August council meeting. 
Property owners have 30 days from notification to submit the rental permit form 
and fee before a late fee is incurred. 
 
For the benefit of the new council members, the spreadsheet “starts over” each 
fiscal year. Stan and I have received several e-mails on properties that have been 
sold and will not be rental properties. 
 

 Submitted payroll information to our new insurance company for the yearly 
payroll audit. Thank you Lori for your assistance. 
 

 The University Heights Community Fund would like to thank all who attend the 
fundraising event at Stella on June 12th. It was a great success. 
 
We would also like to thank the owners and staff at Stella for hosting this event. 
We plan on having this as a yearly fundraiser for the University Heights 
Community Fund. 

 
 
Report from Stan Laverman: 
 
Completed the exterior surveys of all rental properties in University Heights and have 
sent notices to properties requiring corrections.   
 
For single family properties I plan on doing this on a yearly basis.   
 
I've been stressing that properties need to remain in compliance at all times not just at 
the time of the systematic rental inspection. 
 
Working with the Carlson’s to get the lot at the end of Highland cleaned up.  They agree 
that they will do it and they are working on getting a contractor to do the work.  The 
windstorm has slowed this process up also. 
 



University Heights     

Building Permits     

January 1, 2016 - July 10, 2016     

      

Permit # Building Address 
Date 

Issued Fee 
Building 
Valuation Description of Remodeling 

BLD16-001 11 Leamer Court 1/22/2016 $519.30 $30,000.00 
Kitchen and bathroom remodel (bldg., mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing permits) 

BLD16-002 1007 Melrose Avenue 2/29/2016 $79.50 $2,500.00 Replace patio door; install 3 egress windows. 
BLD16-004 328 Koser Avenue 3/7/2016 $258.30 $25,000.00 Installation of solar panels on roof 
 1300 Melrose Avenue 5/26/2016 $50.00  Demolition permit for St. Andrews Church 
 231 Golfview Avenue 6/14/2016 $50.00 $1,892.00 Electrical permit - upgrade service 

 





















































 

Project #116102-0 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:   University Heights, Mayor, Council, and Staff 

FROM:   Josiah Bilskemper, P.E. 

DATE:   July 9, 2016 

RE:   City Engineer’s Report – July 2016 

 
(1) One University Place – Public Improvements Project 

 
a. Most of the new street paving for the north side of the intersection has been completed.  

There is still a gap near Melrose that will be finished once the overhead utility pole and 
existing traffic signal poles are removed.  MidAmerican indicated the existing utility pole 
would be removed mid-July, and the Contractor indicated that the new traffic signal 
poles would be available end of July. 

 
b. Currently, the north sidewalk along Melrose Avenue is open to pedestrian traffic.  As 

work around the intersection continues, this will require closing the walkway and using 
the pedestrian detour to the south side of Melrose over to Birkdale.  There will also be a 
time when access to the east side curb ramp is completely closed so they can rebuild 
the curb ramp and build the sidewalk connection to the new street.  Detour signs will be 
posted back at the Melrose and Golfview intersection to notify pedestrians of the 
closure so they can cross the street at that signal. 

 
c. We are anticipating work on new traffic signals, handrail installation on the retaining wall 

west of OUP, and completion of the remaining paving within the intersection occurring 
in the next few weeks.  The project should be substantially completed by the August 
council meeting, but there will still be some smaller items to finish up on the site.  
Depending on the weather, some of the sodding work (and sodding repair from earlier 
in the project) may need to wait until the weather conditions are favorable. 

 
(2) Melrose/Sunset Intersection – Overhead to Underground Rebuild - MidAmerican Energy  

 
a. MidAmerican has completed their installation of underground conduit to the new pole 

location on Sunset Street south of Melrose.  The installation of the new pole, and 
removal of the existing pole on the north side, is still planned for mid-July. 

 
(3) 2016 Sidewalk Repair Project (SW Quadrant) 

 
a. The Contractor for the 2016 sidewalk project started work on July 1st.  As of today, most 

of the panels scheduled for replacement have been replaced, and all the work should 
be done by the end of next week. 

 
(4) 2017 Sidewalk Repair Project (North Quadrant) 

 
a. Inspection was completed this week for the last remaining quadrant of the city 

(sidewalks north of Melrose Avenue).  There are 16 properties with required repairs.  
Property reports and letters will be put together for sending to property owners for next 
year’s project. 

 



Page 2 of 2 

Project # 116102-0  |  July 8, 2016 
 

(5) Excavation Permits (Work in Right-of-Way) 
 

a. We are coordinating with CenturyLink as they have requested a work in the right-of-way 
permit to provide a new underground service to the One University Place development. 

 
(6) Street Signs 

 
a. An order has been placed to have new parking signs for users of Tower Court Park.  

There will be two signs, on one each end of the five angled parking stalls on the east 
end of Marietta Avenue. 

 
b. Russ Boyer went through the City and documented the types and quantity of the worst 

condition “Parking” signs.  Some of these are “No Parking” and some others have 
specific dates, times and durations of allowable parking.  An order has been placed for 
new versions of these signs.  Please note the “allowable” parking signs (the ones with 
specific hours and allowable durations of parking) will now be MUTCD compliant with 
green lettering on white signs, which is different from the parking prohibition signs (red 
lettering on white signs). 

 
c. There was a request at the June 14th council meeting to research the possibility of 

adding a “children at play” sign on Koser Avenue near its intersection with Highland 
Drive (west of Sunset Street). 

 
i. A visit of this area shows that there is already an older sign of this type just a 

few houses away from the intersection. 
 

ii. Research shows that the “children at play” signs are not MUTCD compliant, 
and therefore are not appropriate to install.  Further studies have shown these 
signs have no effect on driver behavior, speeds, or rates of incidents.  
Documentation from many states and cities show these signs are not installed 
for many of these reasons, including providing a false sense of security and 
inference that the street is an appropriate place for children to play. 

 
iii. Sometimes it is appropriate to install another type of MUTCD compliant warning 

sign, such as the “playground” sign, but there is no designated park or 
playground adjacent to the street. 

 
iv. The MPOJC concurs with these documented findings that the signs are not 

MUTCD compliant and does not recommend their use. 
 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these or any other items. 
 
JDB 



University Heights July 2016 eGovernment Report 

 
U-H Website Updates/Statistics June 1-31, 2016 

 June 26, 2015 
o Special council meeting agenda 

 June 23, 2015 
o Early construction start 

 June 21, 2015 

o City tree data 
 June 17, 2015 

o Construction update 8, community visioning 
 June 14, 2015 

o Council meeting agenda & attachments 
 June 12, 2015 

o Council meeting agenda 
 June 11, 2015 

o Council meeting and Zoning commission minutes 
 June 7, 2015 

o Community fund information  
 June 6, 2015 

o Zoning Commission meeting agenda 
 June 3, 2015 

o City wide garage sale map 
 

Monthly Statistics from Stat Counter 
 

Page Views Unique Visits 1st Time Visits Returning Visits  
1,640 1144 798 346 Total 

55    39 27 12 Average 

 
Monthly Statistics from Webalyzer 

Hits per Hour 84 

Hits per Day 2025 
Pages per Day 461 
Total Visits 7250 
Total Unique User Agents 1014 

Average Visits Per Day 241 

 

 
 

Twitter 

Tweets 0 

Re-tweets 0 
Followers 87 

 

  

http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html
http://university-heights.blogspot.com/2013/02/february-5-2013.html


University Heights City Council Meeting Webcasts Viewing Statistics From EarthChannel 

 

May Council Meeting statistics 5/12/16 to 6/30/16 

 
June Council Meeting statistics 

 

June council meeting was not posted until July 5, 2016 

 

Google Domain Update 

 

No change from last month. 

 

  



Community Room Technology  
 
Attached is the initial map designed by Brock Shymansky of Reference Audio. I shared this 
with council prior to the 6/27 special meeting.  
 
Council meeting technology:  
The items listed on this map along with associated in-wall conduit and wiring would give as a 
good usable space that would allow for easy recording of meetings. Please note that this 
design recommends a system rack placed inside the back office for use during council 
meetings by the video technician. 
 
Some portions of this set up that we as a city already own, or that would be donated by John 
McLure include: 
 

 12 desktop XLR microphones 
 Audio mixer 
 Audio amplifier 
 Video camera 
 Video mixer 

 
Of the items listed on the map I would recommend a manual rather than motorized screen. 
 
For community use of the room I would recommend we purchase two wireless audio 
microphones which would allow for flexible community use. 
 
As a council we need to decide if whether or not to purchase entirely new equipment or use 
the bulleted items above. 
 
I would expect that purchase of equipment and installation would be at least a $20,000 
outlay, and likely higher. 
 
  
Sound Permit for Concert at Stella on 7/19/2016 
 
As mentioned at the June meeting, UH resident Pete Damiano and his band will play a 
benefit for the Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County at Stella on Thursday 7/21/16. 
Concert will be from 7:30 to 9 PM.  The concert will take place in Stella’s parking lot. Stella 
has contacted the Iowa ABD (Alcoholic Beverage Division) and a "Privilege" has been added to their 
current license for Temporary Outdoor Service on this date. Their insurance company has been 
contacted and all is covered. Attached is a map of the layout for the night. 
 
Police Chief Stanley has reviewed this layout and approves of it. Paul Moore requests that we allow 
patrons to park in his grass lot on that evening only. Also attached is a draft resolution that council will 
need to approve on Tuesday night. 

 
Bike Friendly City Application Update 
 
I have been meeting with MPO’s Sarah Walz to continue to update our Bike Friendly City re-
application. We will submit the grant in August. I will share a copy with council when it is 
completed.  



 





RESOLUTION NO. 16-40 
 

RESOLUTION GRANTING A PERMIT FOR AUDIBLE SOUNDS  
ASSOCIATED WITH A BENEFIT EVENT   

 
WHEREAS, certain community residents desire to hold an event to benefit 

Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County; and 
 
WHEREAS, these residents have secured a private property location at or near 

the parking lot of Stella restaurant, 1006 Melrose Avenue to host the benefit and desire 
permission to exceed the City’s restriction on sound/noise pollution; and 

 
WHEREAS, residents intend to take all measures reasonably required so that 

the sound produced is no louder than necessary for their event, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 

University Heights, Iowa, that the requesting residents are permitted to create sound 
that may be audible to the general public across property boundaries during their benefit 
event within the City of University Heights, on July 21, 2016, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m., all pursuant to University Heights Ordinance No. 159(2)(c).   
 

Upon motion by _____________________, and seconded by 
________________, the vote was as follows: 
 
   AYE  NAY     ABSENT ABSTAIN 
 
Haverkamp  _____   _____   _______ _______  
Lane   _____    _____     _______ _______ 
Maher   _____    _____   _______ _______ 
Quezada  _____    _____   _______ _______ 
Zimmermann  _____   _____    _______ _______ 
 
Upon Roll Call thus recorded, the Resolution is declared adopted this 12th day of July, 
2016. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Weldon E. Heitman (Wally), Mayor  
 City of University Heights 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk 
 
UH - Resolution 16-40 granting permit to exceed noise limits 07 12 16 
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