
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA   1004 MELROSE AVE. 
January 24, 2007 

 
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Zoning Commission Chair, Pat Bauer, called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  Chairperson Bauer, Commissioners Andrew Dudler, Wally Heitman,  Mary 
Richard, Karl Robertson. City Attorney Ballard, Clerk Musser and City Engineer 
Bilskemper. The petitioners, University Athletic Club Investors, L.C. were represented by 
Ed Humpleby and Bill Rose.  The attached page lists the residents of University Heights 
present at the meeting.    
 
Chair Bauer gave an overview of the activities of the Zoning Commission over the past 
few years.  He then introduced Ed Humpleby and Bill Rose.  Rose distributed preliminary 
architectural sketches of the building proposed, necessitating this meeting.  Rose 
explained their proposal of 50 residential and commercial, service based condominiums 
to be located on the present site of the University Athletic Club. He outlined their 
timetable for the project.   
 
Bauer then asked City staff present for their questions, followed by questions from the 
Zoning Commission members.  The floor was opened to questions and comments from 
the University Heights residents present, under direction from the Chair that one person 
present their comments at a time and with a goal of hearing all comments within the 
time frame presented on the agenda.   
Most of the residents present had comments.  Those comments covered concern with 
increased traffic and access to Melrose Ave., the apparent massive size and scale of the 
project, light pollution from the area, the appearance that the project would not meet 
the “character” of the community, obstruction of  the view from some properties, lack of 
information from the developers, concerns that the developers were from “out-of-town”, 
and concerns that the development of such a large project could be the beginning of the 
end of University Heights as it is known today.  Other comments questioned any 
connection between the proposal and possible future redevelopment of the remaining 
property, the extent of actual net gain in city revenues, and any possible ripple effect on 
widening and/or rezoning of the Melrose corridor.    
 
When the entire assembled group had been given a chance to speak, Chair Bauer 
informally polled the Zoning Commission who unanimously agreed that no further action 
was deemed necessary on their part and that the project was not acceptable as 
presented.  No formal action was taken on the proposal at this meeting.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.     
 
 
Attest_________________    Approved_______________ 
Jerry B. Musser, City Clerk    Patrick B. Bauer, Chair 
       Zoning Commission 
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Chris Luzzie      338 Koser 
Michael Tharp      Representing Iowa City Airport 
John Lavely      Representing St. Andrew   
       Presbyterian Church 
Doug Moore      77 Olive Ct. 
Jane Swails      333 Koser 
Jerry Zimmerman     1434 Grand Ave.  
Carolyn Brown      1434 Grand Ave.  
Jerry Black      333 Koser 
Jinx Tracy      105 Birkdale Ct.  
Rich Schmidt      207 Mahaska Dr.  
Del Richard      1250 Melrose Ave   
 
The above group signed in at the meeting.   
 
The following residents were also in attendance and were listed by persons who were at 
the meeting.   
 
Carol Rajagopal     343 Koser 
Robert and Patricia Williams     1517 Oakcrest 
Karen and David Drake    322 Koser 
Larry Wilson      308 Koser 
Joe Frankel      323 Koser 
Jolene Sobotka     334 Koser 
Roger Tracy      105 Birkdale Ct 
Chris Anderson     22 Leamer Ct. 
Patricia Yeggy      305 Ridgeview Ave.  
Louise From      207 Monroe      
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