
 
 
 

  UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY  February 10, 2004 
 St. Andrew Presbyterian Church                                   

1300 MELROSE AVENUE 
 

7:00 P.M.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER AMENDMENTS TO  ZONING ORDINANCE No. 79 
 

1. Consideration of Amendments  to the Zoning Ordinance of University Heights, Iowa as 
published.   

 
  Proposal from the Applicant 
  Report from the Zoning Commission 
  Public Input 
 
 Adjourn to regular meeting.    
 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 

 
8:00 P.M. (Approximate) 

Call to order.  
 
Business 1.  First consideration of Ordinance No. 133 adopting amendments to the  
       University Heights Zoning Ordinance No. 79 as published and posted.  
  2.  Budget discussion.               
            3.  Report of auditor, Steve Kohl. 

4. Discussion of commercial vehicle ordinance and restrictions.  
5. Leaf burning survey, David Wood.       

Minutes of January meeting.           
Public Input   

Treasurer’s Report.  Payment of bills. 
Mayor’s Report.        Legal Report 
Clerk’s Report      Engineer’s Report 
Police Report 
Committee reports: Finance  Community protection   E-government 
   Building, zoning & sanitation.     JCCOG 
   Streets and Sidewalks.   
 
 
  Next Meeting:  March 9, 2004  Gloria Jacobson, Mayor    Ph. 338-3489 
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
 
 
 
 

February 10, 2004 
 
Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the Council at a subsequent 
meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.   
 
The University Heights City Council met on this date at the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, 
1300 Melrose Ave. for the purpose of a PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER AMENDMENTS 
TO ZONING ORDINANCE No. 79.   
  
Mayor Jacobson called the public hearing to order at 7:05 P.M.   
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Jacobson.  Council Members From, Giese, Laverman, Schoenmaker and Wood .  
Absent: None.    Staff:  Attorney Ballard, Engineer Bilskemper, Clerk Musser, Treasurer Kimura.    
Others present:  Andy Dudler, Ann Dudler, Chris Luzzie, Kathy Donnelly, Tom Donnelly, Chris Anderson, Sara Lee 
Schoenmaker, Karl and Wanda Robertson, Dorothy Maher, Marlys Svare, Dell and Mary Richard, Rick Zimmerman, 
Sulo and Lenoa Wiitala, Paul J. Moore, Aaron and Steph Moore, Steve Hedlund, Liesa Moore, Kermis Sheker, Marcia 
Ward, Carolyn Brown, Jerry Zimmerman, Hugh Lewis, Lawrence Fritts, Sue Hettmansperger, Chad Dipman, Ann Marie 
Nost, Wally Heitman, Randall Aitchison, Robert From , Earling Anderson, Kathy Griffith.    
 
Mayor Jacobson further explained the purpose of the public hearing and outlined how the hearing would be conducted.   
 
Grandview Court, Inc. was represented at the hearing by Dave Zahradnik, Dave Tigges, and John Roffman.  Realtor 
Kevin Hanick also was present in their behalf.  Zahradnik began the hearing by presenting the goals for the Grandview 
Court Condominium project.  The request for zoning changes by this project is the basic reason for the hearing.  He spoke 
to the various objections that have been raised at three Zoning Commission meetings.  John Roffman spoke about the 
physical condition of the buildings now in place at the site and the difficulty and cost of making repairs.  Dave Tigges 
asked for the support of the Council to approve the requested changes.  Kevin Hanick, who is being consulted about 
marketing the project, talked about potential clients and of the good to the community it would offer.   
 
 
Zoning Commission chair, Pat Bauer, summarized the reasons the Commission voted against the proposed amendments 
to the Zoning Ordinance.  The four members who voted against the changes all see positives in such a project, but feel 
that the size, density, parking and traffic issues raised by changing the Ordinance and allowing the Grandview Condo 
project compelled their vote.   Dudler, Heitman and Wiitala concurred with the reasoning outlined by Bauer.   
Commission member, Mary Richard, presented her minority view about the zoning changes and the project.  She urged 
the Council to approve the changes.   
 
 The following persons present at the meeting provided input to the Council:      
    Bob From, Chad Dipman, Chris Luzzie, Ann Marie Nost, Kathy Donnelly, Rick Zimmerman, Dorothy 
    Maher, Paul Moore, Steve Hedlund, Kermit Sheker, John Eckstein, Jerry Zimmerman, Earling  
    Anderson, Randall Aitchison, Ann Dudler, Bob Holschuh-Simmons, Dell Richard and Daren Griffith.    
 This group expressed views both for and against the project.   
 
Mayor Jacobson adjourned the public hearing on Consideration of Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance of University 
Heights at 9:00 p.m.  
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

 After a short break, Mayor Jacobson called the regular meeting to order at 9:10 p.m. 
 Police Chief Shimon ,  Ass’t Chief  Sedivec  and Steve Kuhl of Greenwood and Crim, P.C., joined the meeting 
 at this time.    
 
 Attorney Ballard reminded the Council that they were charged with taking action on the published changes to the 
Zoning Ordinance, not to call the Zoning Commission back in session.  Negotiations as to the design of the Grandview 
project would be possible, but not as to building height or density, which are the subject of the proposed changes.   
 
 The Council members then all made brief comments about the project and asked for clarification of a few points.   
MOTION  by From, seconded by Laverman, to adopt the proposed changes to Zoning Ordinance No. 79 as published 
and considered at a public hearing on this date. A roll call vote was taken on the motion.  
  
 From   AYE  Schoenmaker   NAY 
 Giese   AYE  Wood    AYE 
 Laverman  AYE        Carried 
 
At this point all members of the public present left the meeting room.   
 
 Accountant Steve Kuhl presented a preliminary budget based on the requests received at the January meeting.  
The consensus of the Council was to reduce the amount of street “crack seal” spending  to bring the numbers to a minimal 
change from the previous year.  Kuhl will put the budget together for a public hearing at the March Council meeting.   
 
 Steve Kuhl then presented the “Independent Auditor’s Reports, Financial Statements, Supplemental Information 
and Schedule of Findings” prepared by Greenwood and Crim, P.C. for fye03.  MOTION by Laverman, seconded by 
From, to accept this Auditor’s Report as presented.         Carried 
 
 Discussion of the commercial vehicle ordinance was postponed until a later meeting with instructions to the 
Council  to read Attorney Ballard’s memo regarding issues with this ordinance.   
 
 The leaf burning survey was approved as presented, with consensus of the Council to delay distribution of the 
survey until March.   
 
 MOTION by Laverman, seconded by From, to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2004 meeting as 
corrected.              Carried 
  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION by Giese, seconded by Laverman, to pay all bills presented.    Carried 

 
WARRANTS—January, 2004 

Name    Amount  Name    Amount 
City of Iowa City      13.28  Treasurer, State of Iowa  938.00 
Iowa Workforce Development         8.99  IPERS               1,183.07 
Nate’s Leather & Suede Salon 253.00  Auto Glass Experts  120.00 
Syndistar, Inc.    105.06  Copyworks   100.00 
Republic Companies  207.63  Iowa City Press-Citizen  172.18 
Triple T Enterprises  129.00  Iowa Law Enforce Academy   95.00 
Eva Christiansen, PhD  125.00  Racom Corporation   123.60 
Johnson County Auditor  816.14  Streicher’s    200.75 
Sedivec, John     30.99  Carousel Ford      34.95 
Noel’s Tree & Crane Service 825.00  Johnson County Refuse              1,365.00 
City of Coralville      120.00  Susan J. Stamnes       75.00 
Margaret Lawrence    75.00  Laurie Collier & Young Kwon     75.00 
Tracy Sandford     75.00  Kathryn Belgum       75.00 
Paul J. Moore   243.20  City of Iowa City                5,810.66 
SEATS    644.07  O’Reilly Auto Parts    401.39 
Fesler’s Inc.    116.17  Taser International    497.40 
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Galls Incorporated  465.61  Staples        77.81 
CMI, Inc.    847.28  Federal Signal Corporation            1,456.25 
L.L. Pelling Co. Inc.              1,698.68  Iowa City Tire and Service 161.34 
Jacob O. Sines, PhD  460.00  VISA    476.58 
Phillips 66 Company    20.00  SEATS    644.07 
Postmaster     74.00  Kempnich, Brian P.              1,349.37 
Paul J. Moore     52.80  McLeod USA   131.36 
MidAmerican Energy  106.80  MidAmerican Energy    92.51 
MidAmerican Energy  602.45  MidAmerican Energy  102.73 
Brian Shimon             2,333.67  Sedivec, John A.               1,785.58 
Fort Matthew A.              1,433.40  Hamm, Michael G.              1,646.40 
Kimura, Lori G.    203.77  Musser, Jerry B.    292.11 
Griffin, Chad J.    191.83  Collection Services Center  364.00 
Reitz, Sharyn H.    178.54  Iowa State Bank & Trust             2,813.15 
IPERS              1,961.19  Paul J. Moore   650.00 
Electronic Engineering   36.90  City of Iowa City        20.12 
Racom Corporation  123.60  SEATS    644.07 
Marcia D. Shaffer    75.00  Linda Spencer     75.00 
Robert Soper     75.00  Nadine Hardy     75.00 
Hugh Lewis     75.00  Michael Flaum     75.00 
Traf-O-Teria   172.82  City of Iowa City                2,925.19 
Johnson County Emergency Mgmt  740.25  Iowa Municipal Finance Officers       30.00 
Big Ten University Towing   50.00  Shive- Hattery              1,034.50 
Insurance Assoc. of Iowa City  133.00  Greenwood & Crim, PC  770.00 
Iowa City Tire & Service  373.32  Auditor of State   100.00 
Scheel’s All Sports    29.99  123 Security Inc.    474.69 
Stanard & Associates, Inc.    78.67  Vic’s Auto Body Repair             1,967.98 
Federal Signal Corp.   678.76  Radar Road Tech.     60.00 
Staples     420.75  O’Reilly Auto Parts    59.74 
VISA    341.95  Copyworks     52.50 
Carousel Ford   123.58  Gall’s Inc.    204.99 
      TOTAL WARRANTS        $49,825.18 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  The Mayor read a proclamation marking February 15-21, 2004 as Sertoma’s Freedom Week.   
She reminded the Council that the March meeting will also be held at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.   
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  One building permit for an electrical service change.  Clerk Musser had met with the insurance 
agent regarding insurance coverage for the next year.  He has also verified with Building Inspector Jim Kessler that the 
work in progress at 1425 Grand Ave. was within the scope of the permit.   
 
POLICE REPORT:  Chief Shimon’s written report was placed on file.    
 
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Ballard made note of the remark of Zoning Commission Chair, Pat Bauer, that University 
Heights did not have a comprehensive land use plan.  Ballard agreed that such is needed and will outline what is needed 
to the Council at a future meeting.   He was questioned if the rental permit for 1212 Melrose Ave. could be placed in 
jeopardy due to continuing police calls to the address.  Ballard will investigate the record of past offenses to see what 
action could be taken. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Engineer Bilskemper has been working with Qwest and other utility companies on the low 
wire hazard  along Glencrest Dr.  Improvements have been made, but he needs to continue to work with the companies 
toward total correction.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
 Finance:  No report.  
 Building, Zoning and Sanitation:  No report.  
 Streets and Sidewalks:  No report.   
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 E-government: Website support currently received from the Johnson County Community Network (JCCN) will 
 end July 1, 2004 as the organization goes out of existence.  They will fund website support by ABC Solutions 
through 2004.  Wood recommends that University Heights continue to use ABC Solutions in 2005.  MOTION by Wood, 
seconded by From, to receive website support from ABC Solutions effective January 1, 2005 at a cost of $14.41 per 
month for a Jan.-June, 2005, total cost $86.46.         Carried   
 Community Protection:  Giese and Chief Shimon explained the need for software to track all tickets issued by 
the Police Department and that they had investigated software produced by CESI.  Attorney Ballard supported the need 
for such software so that proper records were available for court appearances.  MOTION by Giese, seconded by 
Laverman, to purchase CESI software at an original cost of $1900 and a yearly maintenance cost of $600 in subsequent 
years.              Carried 
 JCCOG:  Schoenmaker had attended four meetings related to JCCOG.  He gave the Mayor notes he had taken 
of those meetings.    
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Giese, to adjourn at 11:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Attest__________________________    Approved______________________ 
 Jerry B. Musser, City Clerk     Gloria Jacobson, Mayor  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      


