
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2002 
 

7:00 P.M. 
                

AT 
 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY OFFICE                                   
1004 MELROSE AVENUE 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
Call to Order. 
 
Minutes of January. 
 
Public Input. 
 
Other Business:  University Athletic Club Development Plans 

Discussion of FY2002 Budget 
Consideration of Ordinance No. 125 Concerning Nuisance Houses 
Acceptance of Employee Resignation 
Consideration of Motion to Increase the Number of Police Reserve Officers 

       
Treasurer's Report. Payment of Bills. 
 
Mayor’s Report. 
 
Clerk’s Report. 
 
Legal Report. 
 
Engineer's Report.  
 
Police Report. 
 
Committee Reports: Finance  
   E-Government             
   Building, Zoning and Sanitation 
   Community Protection      
   Street and Sidewalks 
   JCCOG 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:  March 12, 2002 
 
 
 
 
Gloria Jacobson, Mayor      Telephone: 338-3489 
 



University Heights, Iowa         1004 Melrose Avenue 
February 12, 2002 

 
Mayor Jacobson called to order a regular meeting of the Council at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Jacobson; Council Members From, Gay, Jones, Schoenmaker, Wood (by speakerphone); 
Attorney Ballard; Chad Lambi, Shive-Hattery Engineers & Architects; Police Chief Shimon; Treasurer Reitz; 
Clerk Birk.  
 
Others Present:  Bernie Mauch, Michael Rasley, University Athletic Club subdivision; Dell Rasley; Steve Kuhl, 
Greenwood & Crim; Police Officer John Sedivec; Assistant Police Chief Steve Stange; Pam Schulze.   
 
Absent:  None. 
 
ALL VOTES UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
 
Motion by Gay, second by From, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting in January as corrected. 
         Carried. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Bernie Mauch and Mike Rasley presented preliminary sketches of houses that have 
been designed for the Athletic Club subdivision.  Two spec houses will be built that correspond to their design 
theme. 
Attorney Ballard said that City design approval was not needed, but that approval of the subdivision was 
needed before building permits would be issued.  
Attorney Ballard has talked to Mr. Mauch about the street panel his contractor replaced, which has since 
settled.  Engineer Lambi said that few steps remain uncompleted before the cul de sac can be accepted as a 
City street; he offered to do another walk-through in order to accomplish this.  The maintenance bonds for 
water and sanitary sewer have been sent to Iowa City, as required.  Mr. Mauch indicated that the maintenance 
bonds for the street and storm sewer improvements were also sent to Iowa City by the bonding company; 
Engineer Lambi said that these bonds need to be given to University Heights.   
 
Steve Kuhl of Greenwood & Crim presented the proposed City budget for FY02. The amount needed for 
expenditures totals $490,857, and includes $11,000 in surplus funds. The tax rate is $8.10, which will generate 
$279,433 from property tax.  The tax rate cannot be higher than $8.10 without public voting in its favor.  
Accountant Kuhl pointed out that unpredictable cost overruns could cause the small surplus to disappear.    He 
said that recent Councils have tried to have a $25,000 surplus annually.  The surplus is a savings for future 
street projects and a reserve source of funds in the event of a property tax freeze by the legislature.  
There was discussion as to the amount that the City should have in a reserve fund: too much is unfair to 
citizens as it is their money; saving too little could put this and future Councils in a bad financial position such 
as was faced in the mid-90's when property taxes were frozen and the surplus was spent down.  There was 
agreement that a reserve fund equal to 25% of the annual budget is an amount the Council is comfortable 
about reserving. 
Changes in the amount proposed for expenditures were discussed.  Council Member From reported a survey 
she did on the pay of area city clerks.  She recommended a new salary of $625 per month for this position; of 
that $500 would be in the administration fund and $125 would be in the police fund.  Council Member From 
recommended that the City treasurer be paid $345 per month in FY02. 
 
Motion by From, second by Wood to budget a salary of $625 per month for the clerk and $325 per month for 
the treasurer in FY02. 
         Carried. 
 
Council Member Gay wanted to add $2750 to the police budget to pay for the training of a police officer at the 
Iowa Police Academy.  Due to a resignation, the City needs to hire another certified officer.  Council directed 
Mr. Kuhl to add the above items to the proposed budget. 
Treasurer Reitz reported that there would be an increased expense in FY01 or FY02 that is unknown at this 
time.  In the past, there were incorrect calculations for IPERS payments and this amount will have to be paid. 
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There are mechanisms to generate income that do not require a public vote.  Mr. Kuhl asked Council to 
consider two different levies. Liability insurance cost is a permissible levy item which would add $12,000.  A 
special revenue levy for FICA and IPERS payments would add $20,000.  Council Member Jones said that 
Councils have tried to live on general levies but have borrowed money when needed.  He suggested that the 
City may need to re-evaluate spending.  There was agreement that any money saved should be put aside and 
that Council should try to stay within the budget as proposed and not look for ways to spend extra money. 
Council chose to add the levy for FICA and IPERS which will result in an additional $20,000 in funds and to 
reject the insurance levy that would have resulted in another $12,000. 
 
Motion by Gay, second by From to levy for FICA and IPERS payments. 
         Carried. 
 
Motion by Jones, second by Gay, to approve the proposed FY02 budget as corrected. 
         Carried. 
 
Attorney Ballard distributed a draft of Ordinance No. 125, which provides for the abatement of nuisance 
houses.  He explained that this ordinance is another tool for properties that are a problem for one reason or 
another.  There are three tiers of issues.  Activities happening at a property once per year from the first tier of 
actions, twice per year from the second tier of actions and three or more times from the third tier of actions can 
result in penalties.  Citations can be issued to a property owner and the rental permit for the property can be 
denied or revoked for up to one year.   
 
Motion by Jones, second by From, to suspend the requirement that an ordinance be read three times. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
           X   From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Schoenmaker 
           X   Wood 

 
Passed and approved this 12th day of February 2002. 
 
Resolution (02-04) Jones, second by From, to adopt Ordinance No. 125. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
           X   From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Schoenmaker 
           X   Wood 

 
Passed and approved this 12th day of February 2002. 
 
Council Members were notified of the resignation of Police Officer Garry McCune. 
 
In reference to a reserve police force, Iowa Code provides for Council ability to limit the size of the reserve 
force.  When Council established the reserve force, the size was limited to four.  Two officers have since been 
added.  Attorney Ballard presented a motion that would increase the size of the police reserve force to a 
maximum of ten. 
 
Motion by Jones, second by From, the limit the size the police reserve force to ten.  
         Carried. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT:  Shelving has been built in the basement for the storage of City records.  Help is 
needed to get the files in order.  It appears that IPERS has not been paid correctly.  The correct percentage 
was not paid for police officers.  The correct figure is unknown because the files are not in good order to 
investigate.  When Officer McCune called IPERS to check on his benefits, they discovered that the correct 
amount had not been paid in.  IPERS will do all the calculations; the City needs to furnish employment 
histories.  It is the City's responsibility to pay entire amount: the correct City share, the correct officer 
contribution, and any interest.  A comment in 1991 audit stated that IPERS for police salaries was not being 
calculated correctly.  There was no comment about this in 1987 audit or in the audits of 1995 or 1999.  The 
City can ask the employees to pay their share of the corrected contribution or chose to pay the entire amount. 
Several housekeeping matters mentioned in past audits will be addressed.  These include declaring official 
depositories and developing a better system of assuring that more then one person handles all money.   
 
Motion by Jones, second by From, for payment of all the bills.      
        Carried. 
 
 

WARRANTS - JANUARY 
Num  Name  Memo  Amount 

EFT  Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue Bldg  Gen:P&A-Rent  650.00
EFT  City of Iowa City  Gen:P&A:Office water/sewer  20.66
13000  SEATS  Gen:HCE:Seats Service  591.50
12999  Copyworks  Gen:P&A/CP :Printing/Copying  63.25
13001  Susan J. Stamnes  Gen:HD:Library Card  75.00
13002  Chesca Colloredo-Mansfield  Gen:HD:Library Card  75.00
13003  Shive Hattery  Gen:HCE:Engineering Fees  903.10
13004  Hawkeye State Bank  Gen:P&A-Bank fees/Safety Deposit Box  15.00
13005  Carousel Ford  Gen:CP: Vehicle maint-no receipt  65.39
13006  Brian Shimon  Gen:CP:Police Supplies-Evaluation Forms  37.00
13007  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A:Facility cleaning supplies/Walmart  36.28
13008  Brian Shimon  Gen:CP:Police Supplies-Timesheets/paper  14.13
13009  Insurance Assoc. of Iowa City  Gen:P&A:Insurance-Public Official Bond Renewal  133.00
13010  Johnson County Refuse, Inc.  Gen:HCE-Trash/Recycling  1,365.00
13011  City of Coralville  Gen:CP:Building Inspections  180.00
13012  Iowa City Press-Citizen  Gen:P&A:Publications  123.40
13013  Johnson County Treasurer  Gen:CP:Sheriff/Radio contract  1,749.50
13014  Fesler's Inc.  Gen:CP:Police Equipment-Bullet proof vest/McCune  613.50
13015  Nate Moore Wiring Service  Gen:HD:Park Maintenance  62.22
13016  Latta Harris Hanon & Penningroth LLP  Gen:P&A:Accounting Fees  0.50
13017  VISA  Gen:P&A:Supplies  260.62
13018  City of Iowa City  Gen:HD:Bus/CP:Police Fuel  2,354.92
13019  Galls Incorporated  Gen:CP:Vehicle Equipment-Spotlight Unit 2  28.16
13022  Elaine Hovet  Gen:HD:Library Card Reimbursement  75.00
13037  Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Assoc  Gen:P&A:Dues  30.00
13038  Westport Touchless Autowash  Gen:CP:Vehicle Wash  35.00
13047  Fesler's Inc.  Gen:CP:Police Equip-Pers. Veh. Light-McCune Reimburs  155.20
13039  McCune, Garry W.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  694.05
13040  Sharp, Shawn P.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  223.87
13041  Shimon, Brian S.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  648.10
13042  Stange, Steven R.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  211.30
13043  Allison, Bradford S  Gen:CP:Police Wages  55.23
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13044  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A:Facilities Manager Wages  88.65
12938  Martin Flag Company  Gen:P&A:Equipment - 2 flags/stands for city office  296.00
EFT  McLeod USA  Gen:P&A:Phone  118.84
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  Gen:P&A:Office Electric  71.11
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  SR:CP:Traffic Light-1011 Melrose  111.36
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  SR:CP:Stoplight-1301 Melrose  121.92
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  SR:CP:Streetlights  593.49
13048  Shimon, Brian S.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  811.82
13045  Birk, Patricia  Gen:P&A:Clerk Wages  217.13
13046  Reitz, Sharyn H.  Gen:P&A:Treasurer Wages  251.38
13049  Allison, Bradford S  Gen:CP:Police Wages  135.44
13050  Bell, Terry M  Gen:CP:Police Reserve Wages  0.93
13051  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A:Facilities Manager Wages  84.21
13052  Kempnich, Brian P  Gen:CP:Police Reserve Wages  0.93
13053  McCune, Garry W.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  922.59
13054  Sharp, Shawn P.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  280.77
13055  Stange, Steven R.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  273.53
13056  IPERS  IPERS Monthly Payment  976.09
13057  IOWA STATE BANK & TRUST CO  Fed 941 payment-January 2002  1,405.80

13058  TREASURER STATE OF IOWA  State W/Holding - January 2002  215.00

      18,535.87

      

INCOME  GENERAL  DEBT SERVICE  SPECIAL REVENUE  TOTAL 

TOTAL INCOME  11,921.35  894.40  7,512.31  20,328.06
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Jacobson congratulated Council Member Jones, who was appointed to a second 
term as vice-chair of JCCOG.  The Crisis Center is having a pancake breakfast on Sunday, May 5 at St. 
Wenceslaus Church.  The annual Ronald McDonald House Run will be held on Sunday, April 28. 
The mayor said that if there were no objections she would declare February 14 as Salute to Hospitalized 
Veterans Day, and this was so declared. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  The Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities will not be distributing a yearly dividend for 
the first time since 1983.  The City passed non-discrimination testing of its flexible benefits plan.  One building 
permit was issued last month.  
 
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Ballard distributed copies of recently passed ordinances.  He gave Council 
Member Wood some historical information concerning ordinances that have been repealed.   
Attorney Ballard said that the City should have a policy about the hiring police officers by private businesses.  
He has suggestions to revise the police policy and procedures manual that he will bring to the community 
protection committee. 
He said that he would like to begin a dialogue with the owners of Grandview Court apartments, which has 
shifted from multi-family use to condominium status. Items for discussion include conformance violations that 
need to be brought into compliance and the inspection fee schedule for residential property. 
 
ENGINEER'S REPORT:  Mid-American dug up a City street without an excavation permit.  The company will 
pay the fee and complete the paperwork.  A maintenance bond also needs to be filed. 
The City needs to comply with new EPA rules concerning storm sewer run-off and will need to file for a permit 
by March 10, 2003.  Engineer Lambi said that he hopes compliance does not become a cost and time burden 
for the community.       
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POLICE REPORT:  Chief Shimon gave the police report for the month.  John Sedivec was appointed to a full 
time position as a police officer with the resignation of Officer McCune.  Chief Shimon would like to add Pam 
Schulze to the reserve police force. 
Chief Shimon talked about the diagonal parking area on Marietta.  He said it is difficult to enforce the 72-hour 
parking limit here, as it involves chalking tires on three different days.  A four-hour parking limit is preferable for 
the police.  Also, this is the only area in the City where overnight parking is not prohibited; Chief Shimon 
suggested adopting a uniform policy on overnight street parking.  He also suggested that this area be changed 
to cashiered parking during home football games.  The Street and Sidewalk committee will consider all this, 
and Council will discuss it in the future.      
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
E-GOVERNMENT:  A draft website policy that was distributed by Council Member Wood will be discussed 
next month. 
 
BUILDING, ZONING & SANITATION:  Council Member From reported that she talked with Paul Moore and 
Engineer Lambi concerning the landscaping of the island flower bed.    
 
COMMUNITY PROTECTION:  Council welcomed Police Officer Sedivec.  Council Member Gay introduced 
several motions regarding police matters.  
 
Resolution (02-05) introduced by Gay, second by Jones, to approve an application for a red and blue light for 
Police Officer Sedivec. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
           X   From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Schoenmaker 
           X   Wood 

 
Passed and approved this 12th day of February 2002. 
 
Motion by Gay, second by Jones, to add Pam Schulze to the reserve police force. 
         Carried. 
 
Ms. Schulze was sworn in as a reserve police officer by Mayor Jacobson. 
 
Motion by Gay, second by Jones, to provide up to $750 for the purchase of uniform items and a bullet-proof 
vest for Officer Sedivec. 
         Carried.  
 
Motion by Gay, second by Jones, to provide $2750 for training at the Iowa police academy for Officer 
Sedivec. 
         Carried. 
 
Motion by Gay, second by From, to equip Unit 2 with an external light bar for a cost of up to $450 plus the 
trade-in value of the current emergency lighting components.      
         Carried. 
 
Council Member Gay said that revisions need to be made to the police manual.  The manual needs to state 
that purchases made by the police chief in excess of $100 need prior approval by the Council.  It was 
suggested that the policy allow for prior approval by a member of the Community Protection committee or the 
mayor for purchases that might need to be made before the next Council meeting.  Council Member Gay 
would like the revisions to be completed before the start of the next fiscal year.   
He proposed that the City pay half of the cost of a winter coat for Chief Shimon, which is $118. 
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Council Member Gay recommended that the City purchase four guns.  These items were not budgeted in 
FY01.  They are in the proposed FY02 budget, but since the items can be bought for a lower price at this time, 
Council Member Gay recommends that they be purchased now. 
          
Motion by Gay, second by From, to purchase four Glock firearms, four magazines, and four holsters at a total 
cost of $2424. 
         Carried. 
 
JCCOG:  Weather-spotter training for police officers and public officials will be offered on March 13 at 
Montgomery Hall.  Storm-ready communities receive a lower insurance rate.      
 
   
 
 
Upon motion the Council adjourned at 10:18 p.m. 
 
          Approved_________________________________ 
        Gloria N. Jacobson, Mayor 
 
Attest _________________________________ 
 Patricia Birk, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Minutes subject to approval and corrections. 
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