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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  

April 8, 2008 
Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the Council at a 
subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.     
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSALTO RENEW MIDAMERICAN ENERGY CORPORATION 
ELECTRICITY AND GAS FRANCHISE 

 
Mayor From called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. No members of the public were present to speak 
concerning the proposal, nor was any correspondence received. 
 
Mayor From adjourned the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.  

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor From called the April, 2008 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:04 p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Andrew Dudler, David Giese, Stan Laverman, Brennan McGrath and 
Amy Moore.   Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Treasurer Kimura and Clerk Anderson.   Also 
present were Paul Roe, John Sehnert and Jim Trepka.  
 
Absent: Police Chief Fort. 
 
The minutes of the March 11, 2008 meeting of the Council were presented to the council. There was one correction 
to the minutes by Engineer Bilskemper; the council agreed to the change and approved by unanimous consent.   
 
Public Input:    None. 
 
Mayor’s Report:  No written report was presented. Mayor From did report she had  received three phone calls from 
citizens, on the west side of Sunset, concerned with rental properties and making sure they are compliant. 
 
Grandview Court:  Steve Ballard received a letter from Darryl High with Regency regarding the status of the 
condos construction at Grandview Court. Mr. High has offered to meet with the council members and mayor for on-
site visits and to answer any questions or concerns of the council. Council member Moore will set up this on-site 
meeting with Darryl High. 
   
Legal Report: A written report was presented.  
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath, to approve the second reading of Ordinance 169, regulating post-
construction storm water run-off and providing penalties. Carried. 
 
  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Moore, to suspend the requirement that a proposed ordinance be 
considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to the meeting at which it is to be finally passed. 
All voting Aye. Carried. 
 
 
  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Giese, to approve the second and third reading of Ordinance 167, granting to 
MidAmerican Energy Company the right and franchise for electrical service for 10 years. Carried. 
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  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath, to suspend the requirement that a proposed ordinance be 
considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to the meeting at which it is to be finally passed. 
All voting Aye. Carried. 
 
 
  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Moore, to approve the second and third reading of Ordinance 168, granting to 
MidAmerican Energy Company the right and franchise for natural gas service for 10 years. Carried. 
 
  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
Consideration of Resolution 08-03, the assessment of snow removal from sidewalks as an additional property tax, 
will be discussed at the May meeting. The city is awaiting a final bill from Johnson County Refuse. 
 
Attorney Ballard addressed the creation of a littering ordinance and looked to the council for direction. Council 
member McGrath suggested that a committee be formed outside of council to look into the multitude of issues. 
Mayor From suggested this could be tied into the new wide-sidewalk project. 
 
Council member Moore stated that she has begun the process to develop a comprehensive plan for affiliation with 
Keep Iowa Beautiful and plans to meet with University of Iowa Athletic officials. Council member Moore will be 
appointed to the committee and Mayor From will help recruit citizens to serve as well. 
 
Attorney Ballard will continue work on drafting an amendment for Ordinance 79 regarding outdoor lighting 
restrictions. Council member Laverman would like to see definite standards to be used for enforcement.  
 
Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Anderson passed out a report of rental information that will be posted to the city website.  
 
Finance Report:  No report.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent.  

 
Warrants 

March 12, 2008 through April 8, 2008 
 

Name Amount  Name Amount 
City of Iowa City 13.17  Michael Hamm 42.45 
Ronald Fort 1,166.83  Wellmark BC/BS 973.94 
Brad Reinhard 1,081.72  Iowa State Bank & Trust Co. 3,602.20 
Matthew Fort 1,003.99  Iowa Workforce Development 41.42 
Donald Strong 1,029.15  Treasurer State of Iowa 1,360.00 
Michael Hamm 42.45  IPERS 1,780.99 
McLeod USA 114.74  Paul J. Moore 750.00 
MidAmerican Energy 34.50  Broken Arrow 81.45 
MidAmerican Energy 102.94  Hy-Vee Food Stores, Inc. 787.00 
MidAmerican Energy 611.55  ABC Solutions 14.41 
Louise From 454.13  Paul J. Moore 35.00 
David Giese 184.70  City of Iowa City 3,507.81 
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Stanley Laverman 184.70  Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities 405.23 
Brennan McGrath 184.70  Shive Hattery 4,642.00 
Christine Anderson 356.26  Johnson County Refuse 1,555.50 
Lori Kimura 225.13  Iowa City Press-Citizen 208.68 
Ronald Fort 1,215.68  Racom Corporation 136.80 
Brad Reinhard 1,017.68  Radio Shack 7.40 
Matthew Fort 1, 054.55  Staples 113.98 
Donald Strong 940.40  SEATS 689.86 

 
 
 
Total Receipts             $31,393.50    Total Warrants                 $28,144.53  
 
Community Protection:  Council member McGrath shared that during the school lockdown, as a result of the 
report of possible shootings on the east side of Iowa City, the police chief did go to Horn Elementary to assist and 
ensure the school was protected. 
 
Streets and Sidewalks:  Engineer Bilskemper undated the council on the project Qwest is doing which affected 
Sunset Street. They are updating their conduits from Burlington, across the bridge and through University Heights 
towards Highway 6. Unfortunately, they were drilling underground and went through existing lines under Sunset 
which necessitated closing Sunset to repair the damage. 
 
Council member Giese stated that he is still waiting on the bill from Johnson County Refuse for their work on 
clearing sidewalks. He is also working with homeowner’s whose tree branches may be in violation of the city 
ordinance. And once the weather cooperates, the city will contract MSI to work on street-sweeping this spring. 
 
Engineer Bilskemper plans to have a plan ready for next month’s council meeting regarding street panels to replace 
this summer. He also addressed the pavement markings which is budget for $5,000 which normally costs markings 
done twice in a year. Per direction from the council, the contractor will wait to re-paint the double yellow lines on 
Melrose Avenue and the angle parking line on Marietta until the fall. 
 
The owner of 526 Mahaska Court has asked the council if he could remove his sidewalk which leads to no where; 
Council member McGrath commented that based on how the community uses the space, there is not a need for a 
sidewalk. Attorney Ballard commented that a future council could require that a sidewalk would be necessary. 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath to allow the owner of 526 Mahaska Court to remove their portion of 
the disconnected sidewalk. Carried. 
 
  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 
  Giese - No  Moore - Aye 
  Laverman – Aye 
 
Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  Council member Moore stated that she has started work on the Keep Iowa 
Beautiful/University Heights grogram. Also, she has been researching the use of biodegradable garbage bags; Steve 
Smith of Johnson County Refuse is agreeable to a trial run on possibly Olive and Leamer Court and would like to 
look at the product first. Fareway is willing to distribute the bags if we institute the program. 
 
Council member Moore also asked Council member Giese and the council to install a speed limit sign on Olive 
Court as there have been problems with people speeding on the street. Council agreed to the 20 mph sign. 
 
E-Government:  Council member Dudler has received the prototype of the website files and has a great deal of 
work to do with the files. Council made suggestions to add a “history of University Heights” section to the website 
as well as “pets of University Heights”. 
 
JCCOG:  Council member Laverman commented that North Liberty would like a bus route directed to its city 
which surrounding cities would help pay for. There is also meeting addressing a housing issue which Mayor From 
will attend 
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The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:57 p.m.   
 
 
_________________________________    __________________________________ 
 Attest:   Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Louise From, Mayor  
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