
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY – MAY 9, 2000 
 

7:00 P.M. 
                

AT 
 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY OFFICE                                   
1004 MELROSE AVENUE 

 
AGENDA 

 
Call to Order. 
 
Minutes of April. 
 
Other Business: Administer Oath of Office to New Council Member 
   28E Agreement with Iowa City for Transit 
   Defibrillator Purchase Discussion 
 
Public Input. 
  
Treasurer's Report. Payment of Bills. 
 
Clerk’s Report. 
 
Legal Report.  Mark Danielson will attend for Steve Ballard 
 
Engineer's Report.  
 
Police Report. 
 
Mayor’s Report. 
 
Committee Reports: Finance              
   Building, Zoning and Sanitation 
   Fire and Police 
   Street and Sidewalks 
   JCCOG 
 
Next Meeting:  June 13, 2000 
 
 
Gloria N. Jacobson, Mayor      Telephone: 338-3489 

 



University Heights, Iowa        1004 Melrose Avenue 
 

May 9, 2000 
 

Mayor Jacobson called to order a regular meeting of the Council at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Jacobson; Council Members From, Gay, Jones, Martin, Schoenmaker; 
Chad Lambi, Shive-Hattery; Police Chief McDonald; Treasurer Lane; Clerk Birk.  
 
Others Present:  John Ter Haar; Mark Danielson, Leff, Haupert, Traw, and Willman; 
Police Officers Brian Shimon and Steve Stange.   
 
Absent:  Attorney Ballard. 
 
ALL VOTES UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
 
MOTION by Martin, second by From, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, as 
corrected, in April. 
         Carried. 
 
MOTION by Martin, second by From, to approve the minutes of the special meeting on 
April 25. 
         Carried. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Attorney Mark Danielson administered the oath of office to 
Adrian Schoenmaker, who was appointed to the Council at a special meeting on April 25. 
 
Council Member Gay had spoken with Michael Hartley who is an EMS instructor at 
UIHC.  Mr Hartley endorsed the placement of automated defibrillators in police cars.  He 
offered the names of suppliers.  Costs range from $3000 to $3500.  Training is available 
at the hospital, Johnson County Ambulance Service, and Kirkwood.  After discussion 
Council decided to purchase two units.  Councilmember Gay will order the units. 
 
MOTION by Martin, second by Jones, to purchase two defibrillators. 
         Carried. 
 
Council Member Martin spoke to Iowa City about their proposed increase in the fee for 
transit service.  Iowa City agreed to revert to the old method of calculating the cost by 
using a formula based on population ratios rather than using “cost of living” adjustments.  
The new proposed cost is $27,411, which is $639 less than the FY2000 contract. 
 
MOTION introduced by Jones, second by Martin, to adopt the Resolution (00-4) 
approving the continuation of the transit agreement with Iowa City. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 



      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
           X   From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Martin 
           X   Schoenmaker 

 
Passed and approved this 9th day of May 2000. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT:  John ter Haar asked about the status of the housing code.  Mayor 
Jacobson explained that the ordinance had been passed by Council and would go into 
effect when an agreement for inspection services was signed.  Mr. Ter Haar asked about 
parking on lawns and Council discussed the possibility of towing habitual violators.  The 
ordinance would need to be amended to allow for this.  This will be discussed at the June 
meeting. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT:  Mayor Jacobson suggested that some of the gift funds set 
aside for park use be used to put up a permanent sign in the flower garden in memory of 
Nate Moore.  Council Member Jones will check into the cost of a clock similar to one in 
Coralville.   
Treasurer Lane distributed the report for April.  
Three sidewalk assessments have not yet been paid.  Engineer Lambi will talk to 
Attorney Ballard about rebilling.   
 
MOTION by Martin, second by Jones for payment of all the bills.    
          Carried. 

 
WARRANTS - APRIL 

11666 City of Iowa City – gas Gen-CP 183.96 
11667 Mid-American – street lights Gen-CP 603.13 
11668 Triple T Enterprises – police Gen-CP 17.80 
11674 Westport Touchless – car wash Gen-CP 24.00 
11675 CEC – radio repair Gen-CP 40.00 
11678 Johnson Co – CPR training Gen-CP 2.00 
11693 Triple T Enterprises – law books Gen-CP 101.50 
11663 SEATS – March Gen-HCE 591.50 
11665 Johnson Co – March Gen-HCE 1,350.00 
11666 City of Iowa City – bus Gen-HCE 2,337.50 
11679 June Braverman – library (2) Gen-HCE 150.00 
11680 Jennifer Noser – library Gen-HCE 75.00 
11681 Julie Domiano – library Gen-HCE 75.00 
11682 Betty Voyce – library Gen-HCE 75.00 
11683 Lori Paulsen – library Gen-HCE 75.00 
11657 Iowa State Bank – March Gen-P&A 2,127.33 
11658 Treasurer, State of Iowa – March Gen-P&A 300.00 
11659 IPERS – clerk/treas Gen-P&A 43.83 



11659 IPERS – police Gen-P&A 990.17 
11661 Iowa Workforce – 1st quarter Gen-P&A 24.18 
11662 Nate Moore – rent Gen-P&A 650.00 
11664 Johnson Co – March Gen-P&A 1,666.25 
11666 City of Iowa City – water Gen-P&A 13.30 
11666 City of Iowa City – administration Gen-P&A 10.00 
11667 Mid-American – electric detail Gen-P&A 99.44 
11667 Mid-American – electric detail Gen-P&A 98.55 
11667 Mid-American – office Gen-P&A 34.63 
11669 Press Citizen – publishing Gen-P&A 136.46 
11670 Greenwood and Crim – audit Gen-P&A 3,275.00 
11671 Pat Birk – office supplies Gen-P&A 88.63 
11672 McLeod TMO – phone Gen-P&A 103.82 
11676 Shive-Hattery – professional services Gen-P&A 1,7783.52 
11677 Ahlern, Coone – Oaknoll Gen-P&A 175.00 
11684 Robert McDonald – police April Gen-P&A 1,462.84 
11685 Garry McCune – police April Gen-P&A 1,102.83 
11686 Brian Shimon – police April Gen-P&A 1,182.38 
11687 Steve Stange – police April Gen-P&A 276.60 
11688 Pat Birk – clerk April Gen-P&A 292.71 
11689 Catherine Lane – treas April Gen-P&A 205.91 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  Two building permits were issued last month.  Council Member 
Gay told of a phone call from a resident who thought that the city office looks 
“uninviting” when the blinds are drawn.  
 
ENGINEER'S REPORT:  Sidewalks that remain unrepaired and those which were 
repaired incorrectly were discussed.  Engineer Lambi and Attorney Ballard will send a 
letter to these people explaining that repairs will be made and the costs assessed. 
Street sweeping has been completed.  Next month a date will be set for a public hearing 
on street improvements.  The forced main that will be installed by Coralville along the 
railroad tracks will be on the east side of the tracks.  City Building Inspector Omer Letts 
told Engineer Lambi that the new house construction on Highland needed a soil test 
before the foundation construction.  A flood insurance company phoned Mayor Jacobson 
requesting information.  No action will be taken.  The berm at the Athletic Club was 
discussed.  Attorney Ballard will be asked to inquire about this. 
  
POLICE REPORT:  Chief McDonald gave the police report for the month.  A 
complaint was received about the dirt from street sweeping that was left on Prospect over 
a weekend.  Chief McDonald suggested that the dirt be removed daily during street 
sweeping or that a better place be found to store it.  A message from the family at the 
residence where Officer Shimon performed CPR was read.  The family thanked Officer 
Shimon for his efforts.    
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  The youth group at St. Andrew’s would like to plan a rock band 
concert outside in the back of the church on Sunday, August 20.  Attendance will be 



restricted to members and guests.  Mayor Jacobson gave them information about the 
noise ordinance.  Andy Dudler agreed to serve on the Zoning Commission replacing Yon 
Schoenmaker.  Dr. Michael Flaum will serve on the Board of Adjustment, replacing 
Mayor Jacobson.  A letter was received from JCCOG about interconnecting the traffic 
signal at Melrose and Sunset with those at Melrose/Hawkins and Melrose/Koser.  The 
cost to University Heights would be about $5500.  Council Member Jones suggested 
pursuing funding from JCCOG and there was discussion about adding a turn lane at this 
intersection.   
Mayor Jacobson attended a meeting of the Johnson County Housing task force, and 
reported on this.  Mayor Jacobson passed around a copy of the University Athletic Club’s 
covenant for the housing subdivision. 
St. Andrew’s Church has been approached by Sprint Communications in regard to 
erecting a tower behind the church.  At this time they have not made a decision about 
this.  The current zoning ordinance does not prohibit this.     
The Iowa Association of School Boards sent a letter asking that May 14 to May 20 be 
proclaimed “School Board Recognition Week.”  There being no objection, the Mayor so 
proclaimed. 
A letter was received concerning high-speed rail funding legislation.  Council Member 
Gay will pursue this matter personally.  
Mayor Jacobson attended a meeting of the Board of Supervisors and representatives of 
small cities and gave an update about the city at that meeting.  She gave a report about 
the meeting.  The next meeting will be October 9 at Montgomery Hall.       
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
BUILDING, ZONING & SANITATION:  Steve Smith of Johnson County Refuse 
wants to change the date of garbage pick-up scheduled for July 4 to July 3.  A flyer will 
be distributed in June to notify residents of this.  Mr. Smith may be interested in plowing 
snow for the City.  He will talk to Engineer Lambi for information about the bidding 
process. 
There are burn days every weekend thoughout May. 
A letter was received asking that the City adopt a resolution updating the regional 
comprehensive solid waste plan. 
 
MOTION by Jones, second by Martin, to adopt a Resolution (00-5) updating the 
regional comprehensive solid waste as required by the Iowa DNR. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
           X   From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Martin 
           X   Schoenmaker 

 
Passed and approved this 9th day of May 2000. 



FIRE AND POLICE:  A copy of the certificate of liability was received from the Taser 
manufacturer.  It will be reviewed by Attorney Ballard.  Two Tasers can be purchased for 
$299 each.  Along with cartridge holster clips, cartridges that will be needed for officer 
certification and extra cartridges, the total cost would be around $1200. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by Jones to purchase two Tasers and associated costs, subject 
to  approval of the City Attorney. 
          Carried. 
 
STREET AND SIDEWALKS:  Mayor Jacobson gave Council Member Schoenmaker 
copies of the budget, the street loan repayment schedule, and the five year “wish list” for 
street projects.  Two letters denying appeal of parking tickets were drafted.      
 
MOTION by Schoenmaker, second by Jones, to deny the request that these parking 
tickets be waived. 
          Carried. 
 
Council Member Gay told of a neighbor whose guest received a parking ticket during the 
Spring U of I football game.  At this time no appeal has been received. 
 
 
 
Upon motion the Council adjourned at 9:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
      Approved _________________________________ 
        Gloria N. Jacobson, Mayor 
 
Attest _________________________________ 
 Patricia Birk, Clerk 
 
 
 


