
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY AUGUST 6, 2002 
            

AT 
 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY OFFICE                                   
1004 MELROSE AVENUE 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
Call to Order. 
 
Minutes of July. 
 
Public Input. 
 
Other Business:  Cigarette Permit for Taste on Melrose 
   City Newsletter 
       
Treasurer's Report. Payment of Bills. 
 
Mayor’s Report. 
 
Clerk’s Report. 
 
Legal Report. 
 
Engineer's Report.  
 
Police Report. 
 
Committee Reports: Finance  
   E-Government             
   Building, Zoning and Sanitation 
   Community Protection      
   Street and Sidewalks 
   JCCOG 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:  September 10, 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gloria Jacobson, Mayor      Telephone: 338-3489 
 
 
 



University Heights, Iowa         1004 Melrose Avenue 
August 6, 2002 

 
Mayor Jacobson called to order a regular meeting of the Council at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Jacobson; Council Members From, Gay, Giese, Wood; Attorney Ballard; Chad 
Lambi, Shive-Hattery Engineers & Architects; Police Chief Shimon; Clerk Birk.  
 
Others Present:  John Sedivec, Nick Dunbar, University Heights PD; Christian Prochaska, Taste on 
Melrose; John Beck; Ross Johnson; Joshua Howell; Bruce Moyer; Bill Lenz; Margaret Donnelly; 
Paul Griffin.   
 
Absent:  Council Member Schoenmaker; Treasurer Reitz. 
 
ALL VOTES UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
 
MOTION by From, second by Gay, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting in July as 
amended. 
         Carried. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Application was made for a cigarette permit by Taste on Melrose.  A refund 
application will be made after U of I football season. 
 
MOTION by From, second by Wood, to approve the cigarette permit application for Taste on 
Melrose. 
         Carried. 
 
Mr. Prochaska asked about the availability of a reserve police officer to work at Taste during football 
games.  Chief Shimon said that the request can be accommodated. 
Further, Mr. Prochaska asked if a traffic control sign near his residence could be moved.  Chief 
Shimon will see where the sign is placed; if positioning is not a concern, it will be moved to the 
property line. 
 
John Beck was present to discuss repainting house numbers on the curb, a job that he has done 
twice before for the City.  He said that 285 numbers should be redone.  He proposed painting the 
285 for $2250, and would repaint all the curb numbers for $2800.  Police Chief Shimon said that as 
Iowa City and Coralville did not have numbering at the curb, emergency service vehicles from these 
cities do not look for reflective numbering on the curb.  He said that City police officers used house 
numbers rather than curb numbers.  It was decided that the City did not have the funds to support 
this project at this time, but that Mr. Beck could ask individual residents to hire him to repaint the 
numbers.  Residents will be informed of the opportunity for curb painting in the Newsletter.    
 
Updates to the Fall City Newsletter were discussed.  Draft copies will be distributed to Council 
Members. 
 
Neighbors of a property on Olive Court told Council of their concerns about a rental property on their 
street.  They think that there are zoning ordinance occupancy violations, and said that the yard was 
not kept mowed, furniture and garbage were left outside, and parking violations occurred.  Clerk Birk 
said that a rental house inspection and compliance certification were in the works for this property.  
Attorney Ballard urged the neighbors to contact the police with parking and other nuisance concerns 
and to contact him with occupancy concerns. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT:  Due to a previous commitment and the earlier date of the Council 
meeting, Treasurer Reitz was unable to attend tonight.  Her report was presented, as were the bills 
for this month.  
 
MOTION by Wood, second by From, for payment of all the bills.     
         Carried. 

 
WARRANTS & INCOME - JULY 

 
Num  Name  Memo  Amount 

EFT  Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue Building  Gen:P&A-City Office-Rent  650.00
13327  City of Iowa City  Gen:HCE:Bus Service/CP:.-Hydrant Flush, fuel  3,217.71
13328  Leff, Haupert, Traw & Willman, L.L.P.  Gen:P&A:Legal Fees/Oaknoll fees  12,390.75
13329  Copyworks  Gen:P&A, CP:Printing/Copying  12.09
13330  Iowa City Tire and Service  Gen:CP:Vehicle Maintenance-Lube/oil change  18.95
13331  Iowa Law Enforcement Academy  Gen:CP:Police Evaluation-ILEA tuition-Sedivec  1,975.00
13332  Quality Engraved Signs  Gen:CP:Police General -notary stamp-Cooper  20.00
13333  Johnson County Refuse, Inc.  Gen:HCE:Trash/Recycling  1,365.00
13334  City of Coralville  Gen:CP:Building Inspections  180.00
13335  City of Coralville  Gen:CP:Fire Services  14,859.00
13336  Shive Hattery  Gen:HCE:Engineering Fees  3,035.26
13337  Westport Touchless Autowash  Gen:CP:Police-Vehicle Wash  10.00
13338  Business Radio Sales  Gen:CP:Police Veh. Equipment-Radio Battery  48.00
13339  University Athletic Club  Gen:CP:Police:Training-M/E  100.00
13340  Travis Peach  Gen:CP:Police Reserve Training-Matt Hartman  100.00
13341  Fesler's Inc.  Gen:CP:Police Uniform-Cooper badge-626  56.70
13342  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A: City office cleaning supplies  51.77
13343  VISA  Gen:P&A,CP:Travel, supplies,printing, food  310.88
13344  SEATS  Gen:HCE:Seats Service  591.50
13358  Wellmark BC/BS  Gen:CP:Health Insurance-Sedivec  601.92
13346  Wellmark BC/BS  Gen:CP:Health Insurance-Shimon  1,520.70
13347  Reitz, Sharyn H.  Gen:P&A:Office supplies,S.Dep Box, HD:Library,  81.81
13357  IPERS  Gen:P&A:Debit memo for 1st qtr 02 underpayment  162.19
13359  Iowa City Press-Citizen  Gen:P&A:Publications  172.45
13360  Joy Bayshore  Gen:HD:Library Card  37.50
13361  Ahlers Law Firm  Gen:P&A:Oaknoll Legal  874.16
13362  Johnson County Treasurer  Gen:CP:Sheriff/Radio contract  1,749.50
13363  Wertjes Uniforms Police Supply  Gen:CP:Police:Res.and Reg officer Uniforms  755.98
13365  Kevin and Julie Kurtz  Gen:HD:Library card  75.00
13366  Welt-Ambrisco Insurance  Gen:P&A,CP:Car,Liability, W.Comp for year  10,845.00
13368  Copyworks  Gen:P&A, CP:Printing/Copying  16.95
EFT  McLeod USA  Gen:P&A:Phone  114.46
13350  Allison, Bradford S  Gen:CP:Payroll  55.23
13351  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Payroll  658.95
13352  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A:Payroll  46.55
13355  Stange, Steven R.  Gen:CP:Payroll  273.52
13356  Shimon, Brian S.  Gen:CP:Payroll  743.52
13364  Sedivec, John A  Gen:CP:Police Wages  557.77
13353  Collection Services Center  Employee Deductible-484066  182.00
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  SR:CP: Street Lighting, P&A:Office electricity  303.07
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  Gen:CP: Street Lights  591.33
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13315  From, Louise A.  Gen:P&A:Council Wages  184.70
13316  Gay, William W.  Gen:P&A:Council Wages  178.23
13317  Jacobson, Gloria N.  Gen:P&A:Mayoral Wages  454.13
13318  Schoenmaker, Adrian  Gen:P&A:Council Wages  184.70
13319  Wood, David G  Gen:P&A:Council Wages  184.70
13369  Giese, David  Gen:P&A:Council salary  41.01
13320  Birk, Patricia  Gen:P&A:Clerk Wages  217.13
13321  Reitz, Sharyn H.  Gen:P&A:Treasurer Wages  251.38
13371  Allison, Bradford S  Gen:CP:Payroll  135.44
13372  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Payroll  391.96
13373  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:CP:Payroll  253.30
13374  Sedivec, John A  Gen:CP:Payroll  430.33
13375  Shimon, Brian S.  Gen:CP:Payroll  826.45
13376  Stange, Steven R.  Gen:CP:Payroll  273.53
13377  Collection Services Center  484066  182.00
13378  IOWA STATE BANK & TRUST CO  42-1109342  1,707.63
13379  TREASURER STATE OF IOWA  42-1109342-001  197.00
13380  IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT  107319-6  24.32
13381  Carl Chadek Trucking Service, Inc.  SR:HCE:Street Sweeping  945.00

13434  IPERS    1,328.28

      67,803.39
 

  GENERAL  DEBT SERVICE  SPECIAL REVENUE  TOTAL 

TOTAL INCOME  11,854.79 762.75 7,140.08 19,757.62
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  There will be a meeting of the Board of Supervisors and Small Cities on  
September 17.  Johnson County Emergency Management held a drill at West High.  It was held in 
conjunction with the Duane Arnold Energy Center.  The Mayor reported on a meeting at the Press 
Citizen building that she attended.  A regional plan for commemorating September 11 was 
discussed. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  One building permit was received last month.  A resident asked about 
assistance that might be available for removing a large cottonwood from his yard.  As the tree is on 
private property, no assistance can be given by the City.  Renewal forms for the City Flexible 
Benefits Plan have been received.  Council Member Gay reviewed the Plan, and the contract was 
signed by the Mayor.   
Eighteen property owners have been contacted and asked to make application for a rental permit 
with the Rental Housing Inspector.  
 
LEGAL REPORT:   Attorney Ballard and Engineer Lambi met to discuss changes to the City 
ordinance restricting weight limits on City streets and a proposed sentitive areas ordinance.  He 
reported on their discussions and will have draft ordinances for consideration at the September 
Council meeting.    
Copies of Ordinance No. 126 were distributed. 
 
ENGINEER'S REPORT:  City streets were striped last month.  The snow removal contract with 
Johnson County Refuse expires next month, and needs review and renewal.  Contracts have been 
signed for the asphalt portion of the 2002 street improvements.  A quote of $6300 was received from 
All-American Concrete for the concrete portion of the 2002 street improvements. 
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MOTION by Giese, second by From, to approve the bid of $6300 from All-American Concrete for 
street repairs. 
 
POLICE REPORT:  Paul Griffin has painted the benches and shelter at the park.  Paul has also 
been painting traffic control sign poles.  Council Member From will talk to Paul Moore about installing 
a spotlight that would shine on the flag. 
Chief Shimon introduced Josh Howell, who would like to join the reserve officer force. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by From, to appoint Joshua Howell as a reserve police officer. 
         Carried. 
 
Reserve Officer Nick Dunbar was hired as a full-time police officer.  He will be paid $9 per hour, and 
will begin training at the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy on September 9.   
Due to ongoing problems from cats at large a live trap is needed.  Council Member Gay will look into 
the possibility of an agreement for animal control services with Coralville. 
All officers and reserves recertified in AED and CPR. 
Council Member Giese suggested the purchase of 2 small bow saws that can be carried in the 
trunks of the police cars and used when handling storm debris. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
E-GOVERNMENT:  Due to a busy schedule, Council Member Wood needs help maintaining the City 
website.  Clerk Birk said that her son was planning to move to the area, that he is experienced in 
web design and she would ask if he would be willing to assist. 
 
FINANCE:  Forms were received for the DOT Street Finance Report and the 2002 Annual Report.  
The forms will be delivered to Steve Kuhl at Greenwood and Crim.  State reimbursement for 
property tax credits will be about $1400 less than anticipated.   
 
BUILDING, ZONING & SANITATION:  Council Member From attended Officer Sedivec’s graduation 
from the Police Academy and gave a report about the ceremony.  
Johnson County Refuse will be able to do leaf vacuuming in the Fall and the City can choose to try 
the service.  The cost would be between $4000 and $6000.  A date for vacuuming would need to be 
set, and the rules established and distributed; for example: leaves could not be raked to the curb 
more than four days before vacuuming. 
Leaves would be vacuumed on a Monday.  October 21 is a Monday that is not a burn day, and is 
almost four weeks before the free City-wide bagged leaf pickup, which is tentatively planned for  
November 16.  
 
MOTION by From, second by Giese, that the City hire Johnson County Refuse to do leaf vacuuming 
in October on a date to be set, at a cost of $4000 to $6000. 
         Carried. 
 
FIRE AND POLICE:  Nick Dunbar has been hired as a full-time police officer and will be sent to the 
Police Academy. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by From, to authorize sending Nick Dunbar the the Iowa Law Enforcement 
Academy. 
         Carried. 
 
Attorney Ballard will bring a resolution to the September Council meeting that authorizes the Mayor 
to sign an agreement with Mr. Dunbar regarding police officer training reimbursement.  
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Chief Shimon was asked to get information on an extended maintenance warranty for police cars.  
As the City is not trading a car every year, an extended warranty is desirable.  The manufacturer’s 
warranty on Unit One will expire soon.  A basic extended warranty with no deductible is available 
from Ford for $2595, and would extend the warranty to 7 years and 75,000 miles. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by From, to approve the purchase of an extended warranty for Unit One at 
a cost of $2595. 
          Carried. 
 
Two radios are needed for Chief Shimon and Assistant Chief Stange to use when they are on-call.   
 
MOTION by Gay, second by From, to purchase two radios at a cost of $495 each. 
         Carried. 
 
The Police Department requests a private radio frequency.  The FCC fee is $175. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by From, to authorize payment of the FCC fee. 
         Carried. 
 
STREET AND SIDEWALKS:  Council Member Giese distributed a draft a a notice to residents who 
have trees and shrubs are not in compliance with City ordinances.  He will pass these out to affected 
property owners.  
Council Member Giese proposed that the diagonal parking on Marietta be changed from 72-hour 
parking to “no parking 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.” which is the regulation for the rest of the City.  He said this 
would facilite snow removal in the winter.  Chief Shimon said that it was onerous to enforce the 72-
hour parking limit, and standardized parking regulations throughout the City were preferable.   
Attorney Ballard suggested that those affected by this should have an opportunity to comment, and 
that it should be an agenda item. 
There was discussion to have cashiered parking at this area during U of I football games, but no 
action will be taken at this time. 
 
JCCOG:  A July meeting was not held.  There will be a meeting on August 14 which Mayor 
Jacobson will attend. 
 
 
 
 
Upon motion the Council adjourned at 10:55 p.m. 
 
 
          Approved _________________________________ 
        Gloria N. Jacobson, Mayor 
 
Attest _________________________________ 
 Patricia Birk, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Minutes subject to approval and corrections. 
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