
 
           
           

                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
August 14, 2007 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 

Time  Topic Owner 

7:00 Call to Order Regular Meeting Roll Call    
Approval of Minutes July 10, 2007 meeting 

Louise From 

7:15-7:20 Public Input Public Comments                                          

 Administration  Mid American Energy  update 
 Discussion of Big Ten channel 

Donna Ashmore 
Lee Grassley, Mediacom 

 - Mayor Mayor’s report  
-Annual city newsletter Fall 2007 updates 

Louise From 

 - City Attorney  Legal report 
-Ordinance No. 159- Third consideration of 
ordinance amending prohibiting excessive 
noise. 
-Ordinance No 160- Second & Third  
consideration of ordinance amending 
restrictions on portable toilets. ( Ordinance 
No. 136) 
-Ordinance No. 161-Third consideration of 
ordinance amending restriction sales in the 
R-1 Zone (Ordinance No. 81) 
-Ordinance No. 162- Third consideration of 
ordinance amending nuisance ordinance 
(No. 71) to include certain vegetation 
exceeding 12” in height. 

Steve Ballard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 -City Clerk City clerk report 
Building/ Rental Permits 
Cigarette Permit - Taste on Melrose 

Jerry Musser 
 

  Committee Reports:    

 Finance  Committee Report 
Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills  

Pat Yeggy 
Lori Kimura 

 Community Protection Committee Report  
Police chief report 

Stan Laverman 
Ron Fort 

 Streets and Sidewalks Streets & Sidewalks report 
City engineer report 
-Review tree pruning policy of tree branches 
in right of way. 
-Request for an exemption to Ord. 105, 
Sect. 2.C for the placement of a fence at 2 
Leamer Ct. within  the triangular clear zone. 
-Evaluation of Birkdale Ct. entrance and 
sidewalk. 
-Consider street repair on Olive Ct. 
-426 Mahaska Dr. water drainage problem 

Brennan McGrath 
Josiah Bilskemper 



Time  Topic Owner 

 Building, Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 
 Zoning update  

Chris Anderson 
Pat Bauer 

 Johnson County Council of 
Governments (JCCOG) 

Committee Report  
 

Erling Anderson 
 

 e-Government Committee Report 
Public Records Compliance Audit 

Pat Yeggy 
David Wood 

8:55-9:00 Announcements  Anyone 

9:00 Adjournment  Louise From 

 
Next Regular Council Meeting: Tuesday,  Sept. 11, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
August 14, 2007 

 
Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by 
the Council at a subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS 
OTHERWISE STATED.     
 

REGULAR MEETING 
       
Mayor From called the August, 2007 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 
7:00 p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Christine Anderson, Erling Anderson, Stan Laverman, 
Brennan McGrath and Patricia Yeggy.  Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, 
Treasurer Kimura, Police Chief Fort and Clerk Musser.   Also present were Phyllis Peters, 
Mediacom and Donna Ashmore, MidAmerican Energy.  The following residents of University 
Heights were present:  David Wood, Amy Thomas, Art Nowak, Jerry Fangman, Gretchen Blair, 
Bertha Olin, Andy Dudler, Pat Bauer, Carol Ann Christiansen, Linda Fincham, and Doug Moore.   
                            .  
The minutes of the July 10th, 2007 meetings of the Council were presented and approved by 
unanimous consent.  
 
Public Input:   Doug Moore reported that he will be receiving 50 garbage containers and 2000 
liner bags from Dale Lee Distributing and Budweiser to place on Olive Ct., Leamer Ct., and  
along Melrose Ave. as needed on football game days.    Art Nowak, speaking for the Birkdale 
Court Association, presented a chart showing the difficulty drivers exiting Birkdale Ct. have 
seeing bicyclists approaching that intersection from the west.  The Association would like a 
warning sign place somewhere along the wall, west of the intersection.  Engineer Bilskemper 
will check the situation further and make a recommendation to the Council in September.  
Gretchen Blair asked how portable toilets were to be treated this football season.  The revised 
ordinance #160 was read by Attorney Ballard.  Ms. Blair agreed with the provisions of the 
revised ordinance.  Amy Thomas expressed her concerns about conditions at 230 Marietta and 
also asked why fire pits are allowed while leaf burning is banned. She praised the appearance 
of the flower area at the Melrose/Golfview intersection.   Jerry Fangman asked about recurring 
ruts along Olive Ct. which create dust and mud.  He distributed pictures of the problem.  
Council agreed to placing rock in the problem areas as recommended by the City Engineer.  
Linda Fincham and Carol Ann Christiansen spoke of their concern about rental properties along 
Melrose, particularly the number of vehicles present, and wondered if further control of rentals 
was possible.   Pat Bauer volunteered himself and Del Richard to moderate a candidate’s forum 
in October for candidates for City elected positions on the November, 2007 election.   
Donna Ashmore, MidAmerican Energy brought greetings to the Council.  She noted that 
automated meter reading was coming late in 2007 or early 2008.  Mayor From informed her of 
a couple of minor concerns and thanked Donna for the good service her company provides.  
Phyllis Peters, Mediacom Communications spoke to the Council about the Big Ten Sports 
Network. 
 
Mayor’s Report:  In addition to her written report, Mayor From noted that payment had been 
received from FEMA, in the amount of $3227.48, for costs associated with the winter ice storm  
 
Streets and Sidewalks:  Bertha Olin, 426 Mahaska Dr., was present to discuss the concerns 
regarding water in the basement at that address which the owners believe is being caused by 



problems with the streets, sidewalks and storm sewer intakes.  This situation has been 
explained to the Council in the August 13, 2007 memo from Engineer Bilskemper to the Council.  
Motion by McGrath, seconded by Chris Anderson, to approve recommendations #2 and #4 
from the Engineers’ memo and to strongly suggest that the property owners follow up with the 
changes outlined by #5.  The owner seemed reluctant to undertake all of that recommendation.  
Mrs. Olin stated that they had made some corrections to roof drainage but did not want to 
regrade the yard.  All present voting AYE            Carried 
Councilmember McGrath will soon be checking the entire City for compliance with the tree 
pruning guidelines.   
The condition of Olive Ct. was discussed further and all agreed to try to fix the ruts with gravel 
as recommended by the Engineer.   The fencing request presented at the July 10 meeting at 2 
Leamer Ct. was again discussed.  Their request does not fit the ordinance in any way and 
Attorney Ballard asked the Council if they wanted him to draft a revision to the ordinance to 
work with this situation.  The necessary revisions will be prepared for the September meeting.    
 
Legal Report:  Motion by Laverman, seconded by E. Anderson, to approve the third 
consideration of Ordinance No. 159, an ordinance regulating and restricting noise pollution in 
the City of University Heights.  The vote on the motion was: 
 McGrath AYE C. Anderson  AYE  Laverman AYE 
 Yeggy  AYE E.  Anderson  AYE   Carried 
 
Motion by Laverman, seconded by Yeggy to suspend the requirement that a proposed 
ordinance be considered and voted upon for passage at two council meetings prior to the 
meeting at which it is to be finally passed.  The vote on the motion was:    
 McGrath AYE  C. Anderson AYE  Laverman AYE 
 Yeggy  AYE  E. Anderson AYE   Carried 
 
Motion by Yeggy, seconded by Laverman to approve the second and third considerations of 
Ordinance No. 160, amending Ordinance No. 136 regarding restrictions on portable toilets.   
 McGrath AYE  C. Anderson AYE  Laverman   AYE 
 Yeggy  AYE  E. Anderson AYE             Carried 
 
Motion by C. Anderson, seconded by McGrath, to approve the third consideration of 
Ordinance No. 161 regulating the display, sale and distribution of goods, merchandise and 
services on or affecting the use of public property in the City of University Heights.  The vote on 
the motion was:  
 McGrath AYE  C. Anderson AYE  Laverman    AYE 
 Yeggy  NO  E. Anderson AYE      Carried 
  
Motion by Laverman, seconded by Yeggy, to approve the third consideration of Ordinance 
No. 162 defining and providing for the abatement of nuisances. This replaces Ordinance No. 
71. The vote on the motion was:   
 McGrath AYE  C. Anderson AYE  Laverman     AYE  
 Yeggy  AYE  E. Anderson AYE     Carried 
 
Clerk’s Report:   One building permit for a garage addition at 10 Highland Drive.  Four owners 
of five properties have not paid the 07/08 rental permit fees.  The clerk is working with 
Keystone Properties to identify rental units in the Grandview Court Condominiums.  An 
application for renewal of a cigarette permit has been received from Taste on Melrose.   
Motion by Yeggy, seconded by E. Anderson, to approve the cigarette permit application from 
Taste on Melrose.                                    Carried 



 
Finance Committee:  Yeggy reported that two bids had been received to perform the 
required audit.  The low bid was received from Douglas E. Kronlage, CPA, working out of 
Charles City.   
Motion by C. Anderson, seconded by Laverman, to accept the bid of $4840 from Douglas E. 
Kronlage, CPA to audit of the records of the City of University Heights as outlined in his 
proposal.            Carried 
 
Community Protection:    The written report has been filed.  Chief Fort reported that one 
reserve officer is no longer on the force.     
 
Treasurer’s Report:  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent.  
       

Warrants: 
July 11 through August 14, 2007 

Name                       Amount              Name                               Amount 
City of Iowa City 14.19  Fort, Ronald R.  1,262.90 
Reinhard, Brad 1,165.72  Fort, Matthew A.  1,142.64 
Strong, Donald K.   839.03  Hamm, Michael G.  42.46 
McLeod USA 117.57  MidAmerican Energy 37.46 
MidAmerican Energy 32.02  MidAmerican Energy 610.63 
MidAmerican Energy 99.69  Fort, Matthew A.  1,128.57 
Fort, Ronald R.  1,191.92  Reinhard, Brad 1,049.69 
Hamm, Michael G.  42.45  Musser, Jerry B.  277.61 
Kimura, Lori D.  231.54  Wellmark BC/BS 832.27 
IPERS 1,901.58  Iowa State Bank & Trust 3,633.50 
Paul J. Moore 750.00  City of Iowa City 13.17 
City of Iowa City 3,765.52  Johnson County Clerk of Court       19.87 
Racom Corporation 136.80  ABC Solutions 14.41 
SEATS 689.86  Aero Rental 237.74 
G A Thomson Co.   786.64  Iowa Dept. of Public Safety 681.00 
Johnson County Refuse 1,555.50  O’Reilly Auto Parts 21.97 
Pyramid Services 84.72  Shive Hattery 3,297.80 
Staples 179.94    Ultramax 1,188.00 
Watch Guard 4,975.00  City of Coralville 810.00 
Copyworks 15.70  Hollywood Graphics 82.00 
Westport Touchless Autowash 54.00  VISA 127.52 
Russ Boyer Construction 1,921.00  Advanced Drainage Systems 1,729.33 
Dunbar, Nicholas G.  23.44  Dr. Terrence Williams 480.00 
     
Total Receipts               Total Warrants $40,490.12 

    
JCCOG:  Member E. Anderson reported on the appointment of John Yapp as JCCOG director 
and told of a train ride on the CRANDIC route to promote rail service in the area.         
 
Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  No report.         
 
E-government: Information to further explain rental housing regulations in University Heights 
and information from current rental permits will be placed on the web site.   
 
David Wood and Pat Yeggy presented their report on the recently completed Public Records 
Compliance Audit.        



 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:32 p.m.   
 
 
____________________________      _____________________________ 
 Attest:   Jerry B. Musser, City Clerk         Approved:  Louise A. From, Mayor 
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