
 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY September 9,  2003 
 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY OFFICE                                   
1004 MELROSE AVENUE 

 
7:00 P.M.  

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
Call to Order. 
 
Minutes of August regular and special meetings.    
 
Public Input             
 
 Treasurer's Report. Payment of Bills. 
     
Mayor’s Report. 
 
Clerk’s Report    
     
Legal Report. 
 
Engineer's Report.   
 
Police Report. 
 
Committee Reports: Finance     Community Protection 
   E-Government        Streets and Sidewalks  
   Building, Zoning & Sanitation  JCCOG    
          
    
Next Meeting:  October 14, 2003     Gloria Jacobson, Mayor  
         Ph.  338-3489 
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  

September 9, 2003 
 
Mayor Jacobson called  the regular meeting of the Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mayor Jacobson.  Council Members From, Giese, Laverman, Schoenmaker, and  Wood (by phone)  
Absent:  None   
Attorney Ballard (by phone), Engineer Bilskemper, Treasurer Reitz, Clerk Musser. Police Chief Shimon, Ass’t 
Chief Sedivec.  Others present: Carol Ann Christiansen, Tom & Kathy Donnelly, Linda Fincham, Mike Hamm 
and son, Brennan McGrath, Afan Ottenheimer, Rich Peters.     
    . 
ALL VOTES UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
 
Motion by Giese, seconded by From, to approve the minutes of the August 12, 2003 meeting as corrected.   
Motion by Laverman, seconded by Schoenmaker, to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2003 special 
meeting as presented. Motion by From, seconded by Giese, to approve the minutes of the August 29, 2003 
special meeting as presented.           All motions carried 
 
PUBLIC INPUT:   Carol Ann Christiansen and Linda Fincham expressed their concerns with increasing 
numbers of rental properties in University Heights.  They suggested that properties offered for sale be 
reminded of the rental ordinances in the City.  This will be taken up at a later meeting.  
 Rich Peters asked for clarification on the garbage pickup regulations.  
 Brennan McGrath appeared to inform the Council that the Moore tract west of City Hall was rented for 
a wedding reception, Saturday, Sept. 13 and explained the events and timing.    
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 Tim Thompson, DNR Wildlife Biologist, spoke to the Council regarding  the extent and problems 
caused by the urban deer population.  He explained the evolution of the deer herd in Iowa and stated that the 
population in the area including University Heights was in the 40-45 head range.  Most of the cities in Johnson 
County are going to a special bow hunting season, and Tim explained what would be necessary to start such a 
season in University Heights. This subject was taken under advisement by the Council.  
 
 Tom and Kathy Donnelly appeared before the Council to clarify the proper placement of additional 
fence on their property.  They wish to extend a fence as far forward on their lot as possible and still meet the 
City regulations. They also wish to extend the top of the fence two feet above the permitted height.   
MOTION by From, seconded by Giese, to allow the fence proposed by the Donnelly’s, with the assistance of 
Engineer Bilskemper in seeing that the fence meets all Code requirements as to height and distance from the 
street with a two foot exception as to the height of the fence.        Carried  
           
RESOLUTION 03-16.  Resolved that the name of Quarterback Court contained in University Athletic Club 
Subdivision to University Heights, Iowa, is hereby changed and shall hereafter be known as “Birkdale Court”. 
MOTION by From, seconded by Schoenmaker that the resolution be adopted.   
 
    Aye   Nay 
  From    X   
  Giese    X 
  Laverman   X 
  Schoenmaker   X 
  Wood        X     Resolution 03-16 is hereby adopted.  
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 Written protests of parking tickets which resulted in subsequent towing of vehicles were presented 
from Jim Chorpening and Mark Timmerman.  Both appeals involved changed and confusing signage on Koser 
Avenue.  The Council was aware of these appeals and had investigated the circumstances.   
MOTION by From, seconded by Wood, to void the parking tickets received by these individuals and to refund 
the towing fees they incurred.             Carried 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   
 Treasurer Reitz pointed out that the City has received more income from the rental housing program 
that had been budgeted.  She also highlighted several budget areas that were current above or below 
projected spending.    
MOTION by Wood, seconded by From, to approve all bills as presented for payment.                     Carried 

 
WARRANTS—AUGUST, 2003 

 
Name    Amount  Name    Amount 
City of Iowa City         22.70   Paul J. Moore    650.00 
Electronic Engineering     36.90   Wellmark BC/BS    444.75 
Wellmark BC/BS               2,022.60   Wellmark BC/BS    690.72 
Musser, Jerry B.       13.64   VISA       84.40 
I.C. Bears and More!             1,010.00   Galls, Inc.       19.97 
Racom Corporation    123.60   Business Radio Sales          18.00 
Communications Engineering     82.00   Genuine Parts Inc. (NAPA)      6.52 
Phillips 66 Co.         28.01   Iowa City Tire & Service   117.10 
Carousel Ford     151.66   Westport Touchless Autowash    37.37 
R. Allan Mebus     142.44   Scott Allan Miller   142.44 
L.L. Pelling Co. Inc.       55.30   Johnson County Refuse              1,365.00 
Landa Painting, Inc.                2,383.00   Hawkeye Fire & Safety Co.      76.00 
City of Iowa City                   2,804.85   Latt,Harris, Hanon & Penningroth     90.00 
Staples                      41.02   Patricia Birk        75.00 
Joy Bayshore       37.50   Carol Howard       75.00 
Renee Goethe       75.00   Lisa & Alberto Segre      75.00 
Julie Damiano       75.00   Judy Musser       75.00 
Ann Allaire       75.00   Luella Puhrman           75.00 
Anne Cremer        75.00   Julie Kurtz       75.00 
McLeod USA     130.95   SEATS      644.07 
MidAmerican Energy    110.75   MidAmerican Energy                 120.58 
MidAmerican Energy    101.45   Mid American Energy                 590.40 
Shimon, Brion S.                1,877.89   Egli, Jon-Thomas P.                1,632.98 
Griffin, Chad J.            266.77   Kempnich, Brian P.         1,158.97 
Musser, Jerry B.      264.71   Reitz, Sharyn H.       131.02 
Sedivec, John A.    1,307.83   Collection Services Center       364.00 
IPERS       784.03   Iowa State Bank & Trust          1,916.38 
IPERS       592.57   IPERS                  10.00 
IPERS         67.26   TOTAL    25,520.10 
 
 
RECEIPTS  General   Debt Service    TOTAL 
    
   10,315.34          292.34    10,607.68 
 
 
 
 MAYOR’S REPORT:  The 2003 City newsletter was presented for final approval.  The newsletter will be 
completed and ready for distribution in late September or early October.    
 The September 17th meeting of Johnson County small cities with the Board of Supervisors was noted 
along with a countywide mutual aid meeting the same day.    
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 A letter was read from Questdex regarding recycling procedure for phone books.  They may be placed 
in the recycling bins along with newspapers.   
 The Mayor discussed a Daily Iowan article regarding speed limits in University Heights.  
 She presented two e-mail correspondences with Joseph Frankel regarding speed limits on Koser 
Avenue.  Mayor Jacobson had discussed the situation with Mr. Frankel.  
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  Clerk Musser reported on a letter from AW Welt Ambrisco Insurance about a return of 
premium on worker’s comp insurance.  He had received further calls concerning the tree at 250 Koser and 
reminded the engineer of that problem.  The Johnson County Auditor’s office would not enter the assessments 
for snow removal on the current tax books, so this won’t be collected until the next tax year.   
 
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Ballard had no report.  He gave no comment to a question regarding the current 
status of  enforcement of the vehicle weight ordinance.    
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Engineer Bilskemper presented a small change to the street repair work which will 
require an additional $255.20 to expand the repair of one area in the contract.  
MOTION by Giese, seconded by Laverman, to approved this addition to the street contract.       Carried  
 Bilskemper also reported for the ac hoc parking committee.  The committee had made more study of 
parking problems on Olive Court.  Their decision was to make no change in the parking regulations on Olive 
Court due to the very narrow street right-of-way.  This was further explained to Linda Fincham in response to 
her questions.  There will be a change in the signs at the parking area immediately in front of City Hall, 
including a space reserved for City employees.    
 
POLICE REPORT:  The monthly report of police activity was presented by Chief Shimon.  He introduced Mike 
Hamm as an applicant for the Reserve Police Officer program.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 Finance:  No report.  Wood inquired when the audit would begin.   
 e-government:  Wood expressed his concern over the level of support for the web site, and has 
 contacted the webmaster to inquire if she wishes to continue in that position 
 Building,zoning and sanititation:  The defective yard waste stickers were traced to Fareway.   
 Community Protection:  The committee had interviewed Mike Hamm, Reserve Officer applicant. 
 MOTION by Laverman, seconded by From, to approve Mike Hamm as a member of the Reserve 
 Police Officer force.           Carried 
 Officers J.T. Egli and Brian Kempnich have requested to be placed on salary in conjunction with a 
 change in scheduling of officers.  Chief Shimon explained the scheduling change and issued his 
 approval.            
 MOTION by From, seconded by Laverman to place officers J.T. Egli and Brian Kempnich on a 
 salaried pay basis.  The salary of Egli will not change, but Brian Kempnich’s salary is to be 
 increased to an annual basis of $22,500, retroactive to  August 24, 2003.                                   Carried 
 Streets and sidewalks:  Giese had an inquiry about placing additional street lighting by the walkway 
 to Horn School.  He was advised to forward the request MidAmerican Energy.   
 He has sent several letters about trimming trees for proper sidewalk clearance.  Some have complied, 
 while others have not. There has been no activity by two properties on Melrose which have been cited 
 for tree trimming and sidewalk repair.   
 JCOG:  Schoenmaker had attended a meeting of the Transportation Advisory Committee.  Street 
 improvement bids are generally coming in low.  All transit system busses are getting old and federal 
 monies for replacement are not forthcoming.  Money does seem to be available for transport facilities, 
 which is being seriously considered in several instances.   
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Schoenmaker, to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
Attest_____________________     Approved____________________ 
 Jerry Musser, Clerk        Gloria Jacobson, Mayor 
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Attest_____________      Approved___________________ 
Jerry B. Musser, Clerk                      Gloria Jacobson, Mayor 


