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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
September 9, 2008 

Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the Council at a 

subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.     

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Mayor From called the September, 2008 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Andrew Dudler, Stan Laverman, Brennan McGrath and Amy Moore.   

Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Treasurer Kimura, Police Chief Fort and Clerk Anderson.   

Also present were Pat Bauer and Samantha Honken.   

 

Absent: Council member David Giese. 

 

The minutes of the August 12, 2008 meeting of the Council were presented and approved by unanimous consent.   

 

Public Input:    None. 

 

Mayor’s Report: The Mayor's written report was presented.  From also added the tree and stump on the city "right 

of way" at 250 Marietta has been removed.  The cost will be $1550 and will be split 50/50 between the city and the 

property owner. 

 

Legal Report: Attorney Ballard passed out an article from the Iowa City Press Citizen website, concerning the 

agreement between the University of Iowa and the Athletic Club to host activities since the flooding of the IMU.  

The agreement calls for the UAC to be paid $50,000 per month. Ballard also reported that a hearing requested by the 

property owner of 36 Highland Dr. went well with a good outcome, as the property owner mowed his lawn that 

evening. 

 

MOTION by Dudler, seconded by McGrath, to allow the property owners of 103 Highland Drive to remove their 

“sidewalk to nowhere”. Carried. 

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 

  Giese - Absent  Moore - Aye 

  Laverman – Absent for vote 

 

Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Anderson passed out a draft of the rental permit information that will be posted on the web 

site. Anderson asked the council for their comments and recommendations; after discussion it was agreed to add 

address and phone numbers for both the property owners and non-owner agents to the web site. 

 

Finance Report:  

 

MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Moore, to adopt Resolution 08-09, approving City of University Height’s 

street report to be submit by Steve Kuhl to the Iowa Department of Transportation for 2007-2008. Carried. 

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 

  Giese - Absent  Moore - Aye 

  Laverman – Aye 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent. 
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Warrants 

August 13, 2008 through September 9, 2008 

 

Name Amount  Name Amount 

Matthew Fort 1,178.95  Paul J. Moore 750.00 

Ronald Fort 1,225.61  Chezik Bell Ford 84.93 

Donald Strong 1,223.60  City of Iowa City 2,483.67 

Nicholas Dunbar 138.00  SEATS 689.86 

Ryan West 120.00  ABC Solutions 14.41 

Brad Reinhard 1,063.58  Galls Incorporated 92.93 

McLeod USA/PAETEC 115.32  Iowa City Press-Citizen 416.16 

MidAmerican Energy 38.96  Johnson County Council of Governments 918.00 

MidAmerican Energy 34.97  Johnson County Refuse, Inc. 1,555.50 

MidAmerican Energy 107.32  O’Reilly Auto Parts 22.97 

MidAmerican Energy 610.82  Racom Corporation 142.30 

Christine Anderson 278.86  Russ Boyer Construction 169.00 

Matthew Fort 1,061.30  Ultramax 1,172.34 

Ronald Fort 1,246.94  VISA 323.29 

Lori Kimura 213.63  L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. 2,693.00 

Brad Reinhard 1,078.73  Shive Hattery 9,040.53 

Donald Strong 991.51  Leff Law Firm, L.L.P. 23,499.76 

Wellmark BC/BS 1,083.78  City of Iowa City 515.40 

IPERS 1,850.04  Pyramid Services Inc. 41.52 

IPERS 67.64  City of Iowa City 1,361.64 

Midwest One Bank 3,650.48  Julie Pulkrabek, Attorney at Law 180.00 

 

 

 

Total Receipts             $ 28,888.02  Total Warrants                 $ 63, 547.25  

 

Community Protection:  Police Chief Fort announced that part-time Officer Hamm had resigned and Officer 

Dunbar will be leaving the force as well. Fort also stated the new police car should arrive in two to three weeks; its 

built and just needs to be shipped. 

 

Streets and Sidewalks:  Council member Giese was unable to attend the council meeting; Mayor From gave his 

report. Giese will be working with the city handyman to have potholes filled in the city. Giese plans on replacing 

some of the faded “no parking” signs and is contacting property owners regarding tree trimming. 

 

Engineer Bilskemper addressed the draft agreement with the developer of the Neuzil property, Jeff Hendrickson. 

Hendrickson has agreed to a cap of $83,000, adjusted by the CPI per year, for reconstruction of Olive Court and to 

pay any damages to Leamer & Marietta once construction has been completed. Hendrickson did not agree to pay for 

the city engineer’s fees or to pay any collateral up front. After discussion, council felt there should be a performance 

bond secured from the developer and possibly a cap should be used for engineering cost. Engineer Bilskemper will 

address these issues with the developer. 

 

Bilskemper also commented that the Iowa City water department fixed a leaking water main on Melrose Avenue 

across from the University Athletic Club.  

 

Bilskemper also commented on the ruts on Highland Drive which were a result of the City of Iowa City water 

department project this past summer. Bilskemper commented that nothing can be done to fix the deep ruts except to 

completely remove the panel. It was discussed that perhaps he should call someone at the city to keep an eye on the 

ruts and fix the damage if warranted. 

 

Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  No report. 

 

Mayor From stated she spoke with Steve Smith, Johnson County Refuse, regarding our salt supply for the upcoming 

winter.  There may be a salt shortage and Smith wants to order a supply of water softener salt now that he can mix 
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and use for our streets if street salt is not available.  It was suggested that Steve Smith come to the October 14th 

council meeting to give his annual report and salt update. 

 

Zoning Commission Chair, Pat Bauer commented that the minutes from the July, 2008 meeting had been distributed 

to the council. He asked the council for permission to have the intern complete the survey of the remaining 80% of 

the houses in the city. Bauer estimated that the work would take 20-25 hours to complete and would cost 

approximately $300. Council gave its approval. 
   

E-Government:  Council member Dudler is continuing to update the city web site and will have the rental permit 

information posted this month. 

 

JCCOG: No report. 

 

Announcements:  None. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:00 p.m.   

 

 

_________________________________    __________________________________ 

 Attest:   Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Louise A. From, Mayor 
 


