
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL 
 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2002 
 

AT 
 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY OFFICE 
1004 MELROSE AVENUE 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
Call to Order. 
 
Minutes of August. 
 
Public Input. 
 
Other Business: September 11 Commemoration Proclamation. 
   Agreement with John Egli regarding Police Officer Training Reimbursement. 
   Consideration of an Ordinance Regulating Weight of Vehicles. 
   Consideration of a Sensitive Areas Ordinance. 
   Consideration Amending the Nuisance Ordinance to Prohibit Specifically    
             Portable Toilets and to Suspend the Required Three Readings of the Ordinance. 
   Approval of Street Finance Report. 
   City Newsletter. 
    
Treasurer's Report. Payment of Bills. 
 
Mayor’s Report. 
 
Clerk’s Report. 
 
Legal Report. 
 
Engineer's Report.  
 
Police Report. 
 
Committee Reports: Finance  
   E-Government             
   Building, Zoning and Sanitation 
   Community Protection      
   Street and Sidewalks 
   JCCOG 
 
 
Next Meeting:  October 8, 2002 
 
 
 
Gloria Jacobson, Mayor      Telephone: 338-3489 
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University Heights, Iowa         1004 Melrose Avenue 
September 10, 2002 

 
Mayor Jacobson called to order a regular meeting of the Council at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Jacobson; Council Members Gay, Giese, Schoenmaker; Attorney Ballard; Chad Lambi, Shive-
Hattery Engineers & Architects; Police Chief Shimon; Treasurer Reitz; Clerk Birk.  
 
Others Present:  Scott Christiansen; Carol Ann Christiansen; Linda Fincham; Bertha Olin; Bill Olin; Michael Flaum; 
Stan Laverman.   
 
Absent:  Council Members From, Wood. 
 
ALL VOTES UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by Giese, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting in August. 
         Carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT:  Several residents living near 1212 Melrose Avenue were present.  On August 31 there was a large 
party at that address.  The residents complained about the noise and commotion, and that partygoers were urinating in 
adjacent yards.  Portable toilets were also being used in the back yard. 
Attorney Ballard said that several citations had been issued during this party and that further investigation and could 
result in additional criminal charges being filed. 
He spoke with the property owner, who resides at the Melrose address.  The owner was made aware of occupancy 
restrictions, and letters outlining City regulations have been sent to him and other known residents.  The owner has 
also been informed that the property needs to be registered and certified with the Rental Housing Inspector.  With 
respect to the portable toilets in use during the party on August 31, Attorney Ballard stated that he believed that the 
current nuisance ordinance already prohibits portable toilets, though they are not specifically mentioned.  An 
amendment to the nuisance ordinance specifically prohibiting portable toilets will be offered later in this meeting.    
 
There has been an increase in non-resident daytime parking on Mahaska.  Mayor Jacobson said that if residents were in 
concurrence, parking could be restricted but that the City did not want to force new limits on residents if they did not 
want them.  
In response to questions about the rental housing ordinance Attorney Ballard gave a short history and explanation of 
the code.  
The owner of the property at Mahaska and Oakcrest was present to discuss damage to his basement during the heavy 
rainstorm at the end of August.  He feels that the flooding is due to an improperly constructed sidewalk.  He said that 
mud and ice build up on the sidewalk during bad weather.  Engineer Lambi said that re-grading of the lot so that water 
would not flow toward the house was necessary to correct this problem and that the sidewalk is properly placed.  
Engineer Lambi reminded the homeowner that sidewalks are the responsibility of the property owner.  He will visit the 
site to advise the homeowner how to improve the situation. 
Michael Flaum, who lives at 901 Melrose, asked about adding additional parking on his property.  The Mayor told him 
to contact the building inspector for advice as to where and how much of his property could be made into parking 
space. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  The Mayor proclamed September 11, 2002 to be a day of commemoration and remembrance of 
the terrorist attacks one year ago. 
Next Council considered an amendment to the Nuisance Ordinance that would specifically prohibit portable toilets.   
Council desired to waive the second and third readings, but the necessary majority was not present.  Attorney Ballard 
drafted an amendment that allows portable toilets only as part of a construction project.  He told Council that they 
would need to make a policy decision as to whether residents who park cars in their yard for football games could have 
a portable toilet or if part of the “cost of doing business” was having people use their facilities.  Chief Shimon said that 
the drinking crowd stayed longer on game days when a portable toilet was in the yard.  An exemption for properties 
larger than an acre was added to the ordinance, providing that they are serviced within 72 hours after a game. 
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RESOLUTION (02-22) introduced by Schoenmaker, second by Gay, to adopt Ordinance No.127 amending 
Ordinance No. 71 prohibiting portable toilets except to accommodate construction, but this does not apply to lots 
larger than one acre. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
                        X From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Schoenmaker 
                        X Wood 

 
Passed and approved this 10th day of September 2002. 
 
Council considered a reimbursement agreement with Jon Egli for police training.  He will need to reimburse the City if 
he doesn’t serve for five years. 
 
RESOLUTION (02-23) introduced by Gay, second by Giese, to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement with Jon 
Egli. 
 
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
                        X From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Schoenmaker 
                        X Wood 

 
Passed and approved this 10th day of September 2002. 
 
Coouncil considered an ordinance regulating the weight of vehicles on City streets.  Attorney Ballard said that he had 
discussed this with Engineer Lambi and they feel that it is preferable to restrict vehicles by their gross weight rating 
rather than by weight.  He distributed a draft ordinance and asked Council to consider it at their October meeting. 
 
Council considered a sensitive areas ordinance.  Attorney Ballard distributed a draft ordinance.  This ordinance would 
require that Council approve the site plan before there is development to an area with slopes (steep, critical, or 
protected) or for woodland areas of two acres or larger.  Currently development requires only a building permit for 
development to take place.  Council will consider the ordinance in October. 
 
Steve Kuhl of Greenwood and Crim completed the City’s Street Finance Report that is due annually. 
 
RESOLUTION 02-24) by Schoenmaker, second by Giese, to approve the FY02 Street Finance Report. 
  
The roll was called and the vote was: 

 
      AYES:       NAYS:       ABSENT:  
                        X From 
           X   Gay 
           X   Jones 
           X              Schoenmaker 
                        X Wood 
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Passed and approved this 10th day of September 2002. 
Next, Council discussed the final corrections to the City Newsletter.  It will be printed and distributed to all residences 
in the City. 
  
TREASURER'S REPORT:  Treasurer Reitz distributed the reports for August.  A restated balance sheet for last year 
was also distributed as there were changes to fund balances.  The back-up information did not change.  Officer Dunbar 
applied for unemployment and a telephone interview is scheduled with Iowa Workforce Development.  Treasurer Reitz 
asked for clarification of the policy for paying off vacation, personal and sick leave when an employee leaves before 
working six months.  She suggested having a probabionary period. 
 
MOTION by Gay, second by Schoenmaker, for payment of all the bills.      
        Carried. 

 
WARRANTS & INCOME - AUGUST 

Num  Name  Memo  Amount 

EFT  Paul J. Moore, Melrose Avenue Building  Gen:P&A-City Office-Rent  650.00
EFT  City of Iowa City  Gen:HD:Park Water  3.49
EFT  City of Iowa City  Gen:P&A:City office water  13.65
13419  City of Iowa City  CP:Vehicle fuel  161.93
13420  Camille Seaman  Gen:HD:IC Library Card  75.00
13421  Robert C. Brown  Gen:HD:IC Library Card  75.00
13422  Jo Klopp  Gen:HD:Library card  75.00
13423  Carolyn Walling  Gen:HD:IC Library Card  75.00
13424  Janetta Fonq Tansey  Gen:HD:Library card  75.00
13425  Jennifer Reinhardt  Gen:HD:IC Library Card  75.00
13426  Luella Puhrman  Gen:HD:Library card  75.00
13427  Latta Harris Hanon & Penningroth LLP  Gen:P&A:Accounting Fees  167.00
13428  OMB Police Supply  Gen:CP:Police Weapons - 40 cal. Glock gun  462.95
13430  Staples  Gen:P&A/CP office - toner for printer   48.99
13431  U of I Healthcare EMS LR  CP:Police:Training - 7 Heartsaver AED Cards  21.00
13429  Galls Incorporated  Gen:CP:Police Vehicle Equipment/Uniforms  331.94
13432  Qualification Targets  Gen:CP:Police training - Target  39.71
13433  Fesler's Inc.  Gen:CP:Police Uniform - Shimon  59.95
13435  Carol Howard  Gen:HD-Library Card Reimbursement  75.00
13447  Judy Musser  Gen:HD:Cville Library Card  75.00
13448  Ellen Hartz  Gen:HD:Library Card  75.00
13449  Mary Helen Martin  Gen:HD:Library Card Reimbursement  75.00
13450  Johnson County Refuse, Inc.  Gen:HCE:Trash/Recycling  1,365.00
13451  VISA  Gen:P&A:Postage  38.25
13452  City of Coralville  Gen:CP:Fire Protection  14,859.00
13453  Phillips 66 Company  Gen:CP:Vehicle Maintenance/Supplies  19.00
13454  Applied Tactical Technologies, Inc.  Gen:CP: Police Equipment  100.00
13455  Landa Painting, Inc.  Gen:HCE:Roads:Striping  2,100.00
13456  Business Radio Sales  Gen:CP:Police Equipment-Radios  670.00
13457  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:HD: Park Maint-paint for poles, etc  67.75
13458  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Police Admin Supplies-binder   5.75
13459  Electronic Engineering  Gen:CP:Police pager rental  16.00
13460  SEATS  Gen:HCE:Seats Service  638.82
13516  Shive Hattery  Gen:HCE:Engineering Fees  60.44
13471  Liz Rolfsmeier  Gen:HD:Library Card  18.75
13474  Broken Arrow  Gen:CP:Police:Academy Training-Dunbar-Uniforms  73.50
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EFT  McLeod USA  Gen:P&A:Phone  114.82
13436  Allison, Bradford S  Gen:CP:Police Payroll  103.57
13437  Shimon, Brian S.  Gen:CP:Police Payroll  872.40
13438  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A:Fac. Mngr Payroll  553.00
13439  Sedivec, John A  Gen:CP:Police Payroll  588.04
13444  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Refund IPERS-Resigned before 6 months  215.16
13440  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Police Payroll  212.34
13441  Stange, Steven R.  Gen:CP:Police Payroll  292.67
13442  Dunbar, Nicholas G  Gen:CP:Police Payroll (ILEA uniform $73.50 deduction)  56.48
13445  Collection Services Center  484066  182.00
13443  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Police Reserve Salary  1.86
CREDIT  Taser International  Gen:CP:PoliceWeapons-Replacement Taser  25.00
13475  Cooper, Tyler  Gen:CP:Police Sick Leave Payout  59.56
EFT  MidAmerican Energy  Gas & Electric  924.89
13497  Allison, Bradford S  Gen:CP:Police Wages  93.23
13498  Dunbar, Nicholas G  Gen:CP:Police Wages  464.25
13499  Sedivec, John A  Gen:CP:Police Wages  590.66
13500  Reitz, Sharyn H.  Gen:P&A:Treasurer salary  303.84
13501  Shimon, Brian S.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  872.40
13502  Stange, Steven R.  Gen:CP:Police Wages  292.66
13503  Collection Services Center  484066  182.00
13462  Birk, Patricia  Gen:P&A:Clerk Salary  470.62
13463  Griffin, Paul J.  Gen:P&A:Facilities Mngr salary  169.22
13464  IPERS  IPERS Payment  679.77
13465  IOWA STATE BANK & TRUST CO  42-1109342  1,792.18
13466  TREASURER STATE OF IOWA  42-1109342-001  251.00

13467  IPERS  Gen:P&A:Debit memo for 6/02 late payment interest  10.00

      33,191.49

INCOME  GENERAL  TOTAL 

     
Total Income  5,623.40  5,623.40
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Jacobson said that the Community Resource Guide now included the University 
Heights police department.  She invited all Council Members to attend the September 11 commemoration at City Park.  
She will read the Proclamation during the program. 
Mayor Jacobson informed Council Members that the police had moved out of the small office and that the clerk and 
treasurer were now using that space.  She suggests that the space be shared as the police are full-time employees and 
the clerk and treasurer are not and also that the police would need the space to conduct interviews.  The clerk and 
treasurer are willing to share, but Chief Shimon said that he would rather have a new work station in the main room.  
He would like divider partitions to screen for privacy.  The police are using the laptop computer and he has already 
purchased a new printer.  The clerk and treasurer  have $100 in their budget to purchase a used desk.  Council Member 
Gay said that there was room in the police budget for a desk and the partition.  He suggested proceeding in steps and to 
hold off for thirty days before deciding about a computer.  He also said that a lockable space was needed in the 
basement for storing evidence.  He said that one could be constructed for $100. 
Mayor Jacobson asked everyone to cooperate in returning to a more formal meeting structure.  She said that side 
discussions and moving around cause delays. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  Four building permits were issued last month.  There were six new registrations for rental 
housing certification and seven new applications have been mailed out to property owners.   
  
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Ballard responded to a letter from Grandview Court Apartments asking for billing 
information as pertains to rental inspections.  He gave follow-up information concerning non-registered rental 
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properties that were discussed last month.  He said that he had received a number of inquiries from vendors who would 
like to set up in the City during U of I football games, and he told them that it was not permitted. 
 
ENGINEER'S REPORT:  There was a drainage issue at a residence on Koser after the last heavy rain.  The Leamer 
Court street work has been completed.  More asphalt was used than expected so the final cost is $27,000, $2200 more 
than the bid. 
 
POLICE REPORT:  On November 1 the City will purchase a camera for Unit 2.  The State will refund $3500 toward 
the purchase price. 
Poles for street signs are needed.  Council Member Giese will check on prices. 
 
MOTION by Giese, second by Schoenmaker, to buy ten street poles at the best possible price. 
         Carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
BUILDING, ZONING & SANITATION:  Leaf vacuuming is set for October 28; leaf pick-up will be on Saturday, 
November 16.  Christmas tree pick-up days will be January 7 and 14.  In addition to the statement in the newsletter 
Council Member From will distribute a flier about leaf vacuuming to all residences.  
 
FIRE AND POLICE:  Council Member Gay said he would be looking at the budget so as to be able to buy a desk and 
partition.  He will also work to coordinate the police administrative manual and the police policy manual. 
 
STREET AND SIDEWALKS:  Council Member Giese is still passing out notices to residents who need to trim their 
trees and shrubbery.  He noted that some have already complied.  The clerk reported a phone call from the resident at 
the end of Glencrest who said that branches growing out from the Swisher property are scratching her vehicle and that 
it is so overgrown that the dead end sign is hidden and cars are coming to her driveway to turn around.  Attorney 
Ballard said that the property owner should be given a chance to take care of this 
 
JCCOG:  Mayor Jacobson attended the last JCCOG meeting.  Participating cities, Johnson County and the U of I 
agreed to fund $72,300 of a $236,000 project to study water withdrawal scenarios oon the Silurian aquifer in northern 
Johnson County.  Grants from the U.S. Geological Survey and Iowa Department of Natural Resoourses will complete 
the funding.  Transportation Enhancement Funds totaling $222,000 were approved for five sidewalk and trails projects 
within the County.  Four amendments to the JCCOG Arterial Street Plan were approved.  They included street projects 
in North Liberty and Tiffin, Camp Cardinal Road and the Iowa City South Arterial. 
 
 
 
 
Upon motion the Council adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 
 
          Approved_________________________________ 
        Gloria N. Jacobson, Mayor 
 
Attest _________________________________ 
 Patricia Birk, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Minutes subject to approval and corrections. 


