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                                       AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
 City Council Meeting 
September 11,, 2007 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 

Time  Topic Owner 

7:00 Call to Order Roll Call    
Approval of Minutes August 14, 2007 

Louise From 

7:15-7:20 Public Input Public Comments                                           

7:20-7:40 Administration Johnson Co. Emergency Management 
Director report & discuss city plan  

Dave Wilson 
 

 - Mayor Mayor’s report 
Annual Library Services report  

Louise From 

 - City Attorney  Legal report 
-Consideration of Ordinance 163, amending 
ordinance 136,  concerning timing of 
portable toilet placement and cleaning. 
-Consideration of Ordinance No. 164, 
amending Ordinance No. 105, concerning 
variances for fence requirements and 
restrictions 
Discussion of Ord. 79 re: graveled driveways 

Steve Ballard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 -City Clerk City clerk report 
Building/ Rental Permits 
Discussion of city clerk position 

Jerry Musser 
 

  Committee Reports:    

 Finance  Committee Report 
Treasurer’s Report/ Payment of Bills  

Pat Yeggy 
Lori Kimura 

 Community Protection Committee Report  
Police chief report 

Stan Laverman 
Ron Fort 

 Streets and Sidewalks Streets & Sidewalks report 
City engineer report- recommendation 
 of Bike crossing sign for Birkdale Ct drive 

Brennan McGrath 
Josiah Bilskemper 

 Building, Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report- leaf vacuum/pickup days 
 Zoning update- Sept. 10 meeting w/UAC 
- consider $500. budget for graduate study  

Chris Anderson 
Pat Bauer 

 Johnson County Council of 
Governments (JCCOG) 

 
Committee Report 

 
Erling Anderson 

 e-Government Committee Report Pat Yeggy 

8:55-9:00 Announcements  Anyone 

9:00 Adjournment  Louise From 

 
Next Regular Council Meeting: Tuesday,  October 9, 2007 
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  

September 11, 2007 
 
Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the 
Council at a subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE 
STATED.     
 
     REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor From called the September, 2007 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order 

at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Christine Anderson, Erling Anderson, Stan Laverman and 
Patricia Yeggy. Brennan McGrath was absent.   Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, 
Treasurer Kimura, Police Chief Fort and Clerk Musser.    Also present were David Wood, Pat Bauer, 
Jeanne Seeberger, James Stehbens, Eileen Fisher, David Giese and Dave Wilson.     
 
The minutes of the August 14, 2007 meting of the Council were presented and approved by unanimous 
consent, subject to correction of an incorrect month and addition of $34,618.58 as the monthly receipts 
amount. 
 
Public Input:   There were no comments at this time from members of the public present.     
Mayor From introduced Dave Wilson, Johnson County Emergency Management Director, to speak to the 
Council.   He explained the Public Assistance Grant Program administered by FEMA.  As a result of 
discussions with Director Wilson and this presentation, the Council agreed to a disaster plan that states: 
If a storm or disaster occurs in University Heights to the degree the governor declares 
Johnson County a disaster area, the City will immediately go ahead with a city-wide paid 
clean-up.   
 
Mayor’s Report:  The Mayor emphasized two items from her written report.  The letter from the Susan 
Craig, Iowa City Public Library Director, also writing for Alison Ames Galstad, Coralville Public Library 
Director, pointing out statistics on library use by University Heights residents.  421 Iowa City library cards 
have been issued to City residents who checked out 12,927 items and 48 cards issued for the Coralville 
library.  These users checked out 1,429 items.   Leaf  vacuuming dates were announced for Thursday, 
October 25 and Thursday, November 8.  Leaf bag & container pickup will be Thursday, 
November 15.    
 
Legal Report:  Attorney Ballard explained the need for and the changes made by Ordinance No. 163, 
amending the Portable Toilet ordinance.   Motion by Laverman, to suspend the requirement that a 
proposed ordinance by considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to the meeting 
at which it is to be finally passed.  The vote on the motion was:  Yeggy  AYE   
        Laverman  AYE  C. Anderson AYE   
        McGrath  Absent  E. Anderson AYE                   
           Carried 
Motion by Laverman, seconded by E. Anderson, to adopt Ordinance No. 163, amending the 
Portable Toilet Ordinance No. 160.  The vote on the motion was:   
        Yeggy  AYE  Laverman   AYE 
         C. Anderson           AYE  McGrath              Absent 
         E. Anderson  AYE     Carried 
 
Ordinance No. 164, Appeals and Variances to Fence Ordinance was explained.  The proposed changes 
permit the Board of Adjustment to grant variances.   
Motion by E. Anderson, seconded by C. Anderson, to suspend the requirement that a proposed 
ordinance be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to the meeting at which 
it is to be finally passed.    The vote on the motion was:   
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         Yeggy  AYE  Laverman AYE 
         C. Anderson AYE  McGrath Absent 
         E. Anderson  AYE     Carried 
 
Motion C. Anderson, seconded by Laverman to adopt Ordinance No. 164 regarding Appeals and 
Variances to Fence Ordinances.  The vote on the motion was:   
         Yeggy  AYE  Laverman AYE 
         C. Anderson AYE  McGrath Absent 
         E. Anderson  AYE     Carried 
 
 
Clerk’s Report:    Clerk Musser distributed a list of the current rental housing permits which show 68 
paid permits to date, one previous permit not paid and two properties soon to be issued permits.  
Regarding the city election, he noted that there will be one candidate for mayor and seven candidates for 
five Council seats on the ballot.   
Musser also told the Council that he has spoken to Mayor From and tendered his resignation as City Clerk 
at the end of 2007.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent.  
 

Warrants: 
   August 15 through September 11, 2007 
Name          Amount             Name            Amount 
Fort, Matthew A.  1,059.59  Fort, Ronald R.  1,111.02 
Reinhard, Brad 1,134.85  Strong, Donald K.  839.04 
Hamm, Michael G.  42.46  McLeod USA   116.38 
MidAmerican Energy 40.41  MidAmerican Energy 34.03 
MidAmerican Energy 610.63  MidAmerican Energy 116.40 
Linn County Sheriff 19.87  Fort, Ronald R.  1,455.06 
Reinhard, Brad 1,223.75  Fort, Matthew A.  1,300.38 
Strong, Donald K.  1,065.74  Hamm, Michael G.  47.76 
Musser, Jerry B.  404.98  Kimura, Lori D.  247.57 
Wellmark BC/BS 973.94  Iowa State Bank & Trust 3,783.96 
IPERS 1,971.08  Paul J. Moore 750.00 
City of Iowa City 13.17  ABC Solutions 14.41 
SEATS 689.86  All American Concrete, Inc.  1,256.75 
All American Concrete    40,352.20  Cirrus Imaging Supply  40.00 
Federal Signal Corporation 116.89  Fesler’s Inc.  40.56 
Hollywood Graphics 157.00  Hy-Vee Food Stores, Inc.  110.00 

JCCOG 998.00  
Johnson County Refuse, 
Inc.  1,555.50 

Nate Moore Wiring Service 25.19  Racom Corporation 136.80 
VISA 232.25  Watch Guard 81.00 
Staples 574.02  City of Iowa City 3,656.88 
Leff Law Firm, LLP 15,615.50  NAPA Auto Parts 15.43 
Westport Touchless Autowash         48.00    
Total Receipts 17,966.29  Total Warrants 84,364.53 

 
 
Community Protection:  E. Anderson reported for the committee.  He commended Reserve Officer 
Dunbar for work he has done on the patrol cars.  He also spoke of a security report written by Sergeant 
Reinhard, which will be distributed and discussed at a further meeting.  Committee Member Laverman 
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requested that the “parking on grass” ordinance be more strictly enforced.  Chief Fort reported that the 
trash cans acquired and placed by Doug Moore were very helpful in dealing with football game debris. 
 
 Streets and Sidewalks:  Engineer Bilskemper displayed the sign he would place at the Birkdale Court 
entrance to warn approaching bicyclists.  The Council approved and asked him to investigate painting the 
crosswalk there and at other locations as further warning.  The gravel to fill ruts has been put in place on 
Olive Ct.  Bilskemper is working on the funding application for the wide sidewalk program.  A deep “sink 
hole” has appeared along Melrose Ave.  The Council agreed to have the storm sewer line check by video 
to look for the cause of this problem.  
 
 Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  Pat Bauer reported on the Zoning Commission held Monday, Sept. 
10.  No new information was presented at this meeting and the Commission took formal action to deny 
the request of the University Athletic Club for zoning changes.   The U of I graduate student group which 
will be working under Heather McDonald on a citywide survey and zoning ordinance revision need $500 
for expenses incurred to undertake the project.  Motion by Yeggy, seconded by Laverman, to allow a 
maximum of $500 for the expense of this project.            
    Carried  
 
E-government:  A trial updated version of the web site should be available soon for consideration by 
the Council 
.    
 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:20 p.m.   
 
 
       
_________________________________              ___________________________ 
 Attest:   Jerry B. Musser, City Clerk          Approved:  Louise A. From, Mayor 
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