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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
October 14, 2008 

Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the Council at a 

subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.     

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Mayor From called the October, 2008 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Andrew Dudler, David Giese, Stan Laverman, Brennan McGrath and 

Amy Moore.   Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Treasurer Kimura, Police Chief Fort and Clerk 

Anderson.   Also present were Pat Bauer, Jeff Hendrickson, Harold Plate and Steve Smith.   

 

The minutes of the September 9, 2008 meeting of the Council were presented, amended and approved by 

unanimous consent.   

 

Public Input:  Harold Plate, of 50 Highland Drive, asked the council why he had to move his portable toilet when it 

appeared that others had not. Attorney Ballard commented that the ordinance should be enforced consistently across 

the city; reported infractions have been addressed. Council member Laverman commented that this is a unique 

ordinance and that perhaps it should be reviewed. Attorney Ballard commented that the city could empower the 

Board of Adjustment to review on a case-by-case basis to ensure “reasonable effort” has occurred by the homeowner 

to keep the toilets out of sight. 

 

Plate also inquired about the approach to his driveway and that drainage has become an issue; Engineer Bilskemper 

replied that there could be some grinding done to redirect the water away from the house or the panels could be 

replaced. 

 

Finally, Plate requested that a 4-way stop sign be erected at the corner of Oakcrest & George; Council member 

Laverman replied he will take care of it. 

 

Mayor’s Report: The Mayor’s written report was presented; Mayor From commented on the ground-breaking for 

the Joint Emergency Communication Center on October 22, 2008 at 1:00 pm.  

 

Legal Report: A written report was presented. Attorney Ballard highlighted the easement agreement for lot 115 on 

Highland Avenue.  

 

Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Anderson informed the council she would be out of town October 19-23, 2008. Police Chief 

Fort will monitor the city phone for calls and messages. 

 

Finance Report: No report. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent. 

 

Warrants 

September 10, 2008 through October 14, 2008 

 

Name Amount  Name Amount 

City of Iowa City 13.56  IPERS 2,553.77 

Matthew Fort 1,650.61  IPERS 70.01 

Ronald Fort 1,862.07  Paul J. Moore 750.00 

Brad Reinhard 1,231.69  City of Iowa City 13.56 

Donald Strong 1,688.45  Chezik Bell Ford 886.74 

McLeod USA/PAETEC 115.80  SEATS 689.86 

MidAmerican Energy 37.25  Paul J. Moore 70.00 

MidAmerican Energy 104.13  ABC Solutions 14.41 

MidAmerican Energy 611.31  City of Iowa City 5,354.72 

MidAmerican Energy 38.10  Copy Works 270.15 
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Matthew Fort 1,595.34  Donald Strong 32.00 

Ronald Fort 1,850.78  Guardian ID Services, Inc. 9.50 

Brad Reinhard 1,063.57  Iowa City Tire and Service 849.32 

Donald Strong 1,437.24  Johnson County Refuse, Inc. 1,555.50 

Louise From 454.13  NAPA Auto Parts 6.48 

David Giese 184.70  Pyramid Services Inc. 139.66 

Stanley Laverman 184.70  Racom Corporation 142.30 

Brennan McGrath 184.70  Staples 843.29 

Andrew Dudler 184.70  Tip Top Tree Services 775.00 

Wellmark BC/BS 965.70  Ultramax 272.00 

Christine Anderson 250.35  Westport Touchless Autowash 78.00 

Lori Kimura 225.74  James P. Glasgow 320.00 

Iowa Workforce Development 19.23  VISA 55.57 

MidwestOne Bank 5,337.56  Breese Plumbing & Heating 100.70 

Treasurer State of Iowa 1,779.00  Galls Incorporated 28.09 

 

 

 

Total Receipts             $58,494.87  Total Warrants                 $38,951.04  

 

Community Protection:  A written report was presented 

 

Streets and Sidewalks:  Council member Giese commented that the city handyman is replacing the faded “no 

parking” signs the next several weeks. Giese also stated he is speaking with homeowners who have not yet trimmed 

their trees in response to the letters sent out. 

 

Giese addressed the wide-sidewalk project; per the federal requirement, Giese interviewed 4 engineering firms to 

handle the project design. Those firms were: MMS Consultants, Incorporated, Landmark Surveying and 

Engineering, Shive-Hattery Architecture & Design Services and Shoemaker & Haaland Professional Engineers. 

Giese recommend to the council to hire Shive-Hattery to design the wide-sidewalk project.  

 

MOTION by Giese, seconded by McGrath, to hire Shive-Hattery Architecture & Design Services to design the 

wide-sidewalk project for University Heights. Carried.  

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye  

  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye  

  Laverman – Aye  

  

Engineer Bilskemper commented that the contract with the design firm will need to be submitted to the DOT for 

review and approval as they have jurisdiction over the project. Bilskemper recommended that the bids should go out 

early in the year so that construction can begin during the spring and be complete prior to football season.  Based on 

the Iowa DOT dates for project development, the year 2010 will be the first opportunity to make this happen. 

 

Bilskemper has contacted the new owners of the Grandview Court condos regarding the storm sewer basin that 

keeps filling up due to debris within the private storm sewer pipes on the property.  Engineers from the City of Iowa 

City sent an e-mail to Shive-Hattery asking that the problem be addressed as it affects an Iowa City resident just to 

the south of the property.  The Grandview Court owners responded that they would get in contact with Iowa City to 

resolve the problem. 

 

Shive-Hattery will be doing work for the University of Iowa to repair utility tunnels that flooded this past summer. 

The University will need to detour delivery trucks during this time and Shive-Hattery wanted to clarify what the 

council’s thoughts are with respect to allowing trucks to use Melrose Avenue for short durations of time in situations 

like this. The council indicated that they would be agreeable to these types of detour routes using Melrose Avenue 

provided they have an opportunity to review and approve of the duration and type of truck traffic that is being 

detoured. 
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Bilskemper addressed the street agreement with Jeff Hendrickson, developer of the former Neuzil property. The 

council had asked for the developer to provide collateral for this project, in addition to paying for the engineering 

costs for assessment of the streets after the project was completed. Bilskemper commented that he had two versions 

of the contract.  One version stipulated that no collateral would be required.  The other version requested collateral 

and provided several suggested options, such as a recorded lien on the development property, a letter of credit from 

the developer’s bank, or a UCC Financing Statement on the developer’s assets valued at an amount equal to the 

contribution.  Jeff Hendrickson stated he would prefer to provide a letter of credit from his bank; after much 

discussion, the council agreed that the developer could chose from the 3 options listed in the contract and a letter of 

credit would be acceptable to the council.  Hendrickson also agreed to pay for the engineering fees for assessing the 

condition of the streets after the project was finished. 

 

MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath to approve the updated contract which contained the collateral 

language Carried.  

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye  

  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye  

  Laverman – Aye  

 

Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  No report. 

 

Steve Smith, owner of Johnson County Refuse, gave his annual report to the council. Last year, Smith used 170 tons 

of salt & sand/salt mixture; this year there is a severe shortage of salt and he was able to purchase 50 tons of salt and 

has another 100 tons of softener salt/sand mixture mixed. Prices will increase because of this shortage an additional 

$125-175 per service; this increase will be reflected in the new 2-year contract. 

 

Smith also commented on a problem with some citizens not using 2 garbage stickers on the bigger garbage cans. 

Smith will begin tagging the offending properties and will not pick up the trash for those not properly tagged. 

   

E-Government:  The dates for the leaf vacuuming and bag pick-up will be posted on the website. 

 

JCCOG:  No report. 

 

Announcements:  The Garden Club will thin-out the garden on Sunday, October 19, 2008. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:47 p.m.   

 

 

_________________________________    __________________________________ 

 Attest:   Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Louise A. From, Mayor 
 


