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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  
December 9, 2008 

Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the Council at a 

subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.     

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Mayor From called the December, 2008 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Andrew Dudler, David Giese, Stan Laverman, Brennan McGrath and 

Amy Moore.   Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Treasurer Kimura,  Police Chief Fort and  

Clerk Anderson.   Also present were Pat Bauer, Katherine Belgum, Betsy Goetzman, Richard Schmidt and Wes 

Schmidt.  

 

The minutes of the November 11, 2008 meeting of the Council were presented and approved by unanimous 

consent.   

 

Public Input:    Betsy Goetzman handed out pictures of her house and sidewalk at 107 Highland Drive. Currently, 

there is a section of her sidewalk that is setback 11 feet from the street; she would like to extend the sidewalk to the 

curb. Council member Giese noted that the city design standards limit having a sidewalk go directly to the street for 

safety reasons. Engineer Bilskemper commented that there would be no code standards that would prohibit 

constructing the sidewalk. 

 

MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Giese, approving a variance to allow for the sidewalk at 107 Highland Drive 

to be built up to the street. Carried. 

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 

  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 

  Laverman – Aye 

 

Mayor’s Report:  Mayor From stated that the Emergency Management meeting will be held in January, 2009. 

   

Legal Report: A written report was presented.  

 

MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Moore, to adopt Resolution 08-11, for an Administrative Police Chief and 

establishing duties for the Administrative Police Chief. Carried. 

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 

  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 

  Laverman – Aye 

 

MOTION by Moore, seconded by Laverman, authorizing the Mayor to sign and the Clerk to attest a Storm Sewer 

Easement agreement on Lott 115 in University Heights.  Carried. 

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 

  Giese - Aye  Moore - Aye 

  Laverman – Aye 

 

Attorney Ballard discussed the proposed changes amending Ordinance 79 concerning off-street parking. One 

possible change will be to empower the Board of Adjustment (BOA) to grant variances; Ballard suggested the 

council determine which conditions would be acceptable to aid the BOA. Any non-conforming parking areas as of 

December 1, 2008, that are constructed of materials listed in the original ordinance will be grandfathered into the 

new ordinance. Parking areas made of gravel or rock are not grandfathered and will be required to apply with the 

amended ordinance. 

 

This will be on the January 2009 agenda for consideration. 
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Attorney Ballard updated the council on a potential development on the St. Andrew Church property; he feels the 

developers are getting closer to a formal application before the city no later than March 1
st
. The developers plan to 

schedule 3 meetings with the community to receive input, make changes and receive additional input. 

 

The developers are curious if the council is open to a realignment of the intersection of Melrose and Sunset, and if 

yes, would they consider a TIF district for the realignment. The developers are planning on attending the January 

2009 council meeting.  

 

City Clerk:  Clerk Anderson handed out a draft of a notice to go on the UH’s website concerning snow removal. 

The council agreed the notice should be posted on the website with no changes. 

 

Finance:  No report. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  All bills presented were approved by unanimous consent.  

 

Warrants 

November 12, 2008 through December 9, 2008 

 

Name Amount  Name Amount 

Matthew Fort 1,329.33  Paul J. Moore 750.00 

Ronald Fort 1,562.84  ABC Solutions 14.41 

Brad Reinhard 1,513.20  SEATS 689.86 

Donald Strong 1,191.14  Paul J. Moore 35.00 

McLeod USA/PAETEC 129.61  City of Iowa City 3,429.17 

MidAmerican Energy 32.10  Carpenter Uniform & Promotions 14.00 

MidAmerican Energy 28.71  Communications Engineering Company 457.52 

MidAmerican Energy 70.51  Greenwood and Crim, P.C. 950.00 

MidAmerican Energy 611.72  Iowa City Tire and Service 587.72 

Matthew Fort 1,318.07  Johnson County Refuse, Inc. 1,555.50 

Ronald Fort 1,620.56  L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. 50.61 

Brad Reinhard 1,454.56  O’Reilly Auto Parts 53.96 

Donald Strong 1,086.17  Paul J. Moore 477.00 

Noelle Perry 1,152.00  Racom Corporation 44.00 

Wellmark BC/BS 1,024.74  Radio Shack 21.76 

Hills Bank and Trust 4,819.00  Vic’s Auto Body Repair, Inc. 130.40 

Christine Anderson 108.27  Westport Touchless Autowash 30.00 

Lori Kimura 225.74  Iowa City Press-Citizen 133.98 

MidwestOne Bank 4,480.92  Leff Law Firm, L.L.P. 21,961.50 

IPERS 2,260.42  Shive Hattery 5,730.56 

IPERS 49.14    

 

 

 

Total Receipts             $ 41,259.03   Total Warrants                 $ 63,185.70 

 

Community Protection:  Police Chief Fort commented the city has received the new squad car: discussion ensued 

about what to do with the old car. Council member Laverman was not in favor of incurring additional expenses to 

keep the old car. 

 

MOTION by Laverman, seconded by Moore, authorizing the sale of the old police car.  Carried. 

 

  Dudler - Aye  McGrath - Aye 

  Giese - Nay  Moore - Aye 

  Laverman – Aye 

 

Benjamin Ford was sworn in by Clerk Anderson as a new police officer for University Heights. 
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Streets and Sidewalks:  Council member Giese commented that on Oakcrest, between Monroe and Ridgeview, 

there is a sump pump that was trenched out to the curb and there was more than 2 inches of ice on Oakcrest. Police 

Chief Fort spoke with the owners to re-direct the hose. Engineer Bilskemper will follow-up with the owners to see if 

they can tap into the sub-drain. 

 

Site distance/intersection realignment???  

 

Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  Council member Moore stated that Steve Smith, of Johnson County Refuse, Inc., 

has begun “tagging” owners who are not using the proper number of garbage tags; garbage was left at properties not 

in compliance along with a notice. 

 

E-Government:  No report. 

 

JCCOG:  No report. 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:55 p.m.   

 

 

_________________________________    __________________________________ 

 Attest:   Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk   Approved:  Louise From, Mayor  

                

 


