
PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 pm to consider proposed changes to zoning 
ordinance concerning definition of “front yard” at Ernest Horn School 

                        

                                         AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
Public Hearing and City Council Meeting 
January 9, 2007 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 
Time  Topic Owner 
7:10-7:15 Call to Order Roll Call Louise From 
  Minutes of December 12, 2006                        
7:15-7:30 Public Input Public Comments                                          
 Administration;   
 - Mayor Mayor’s written report Louise From 

 
 - City Attorney Legal report 

Second consideration of Ordiinance No. 155, 
“ An Ordinance Establishing Rules and 
Regulations to Provide Proper Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control on All Sites for which 
NPDES Permits are Required within the City 
of University Heights.” 
First consideration of Ordinance No. 156, 
“An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 79 
Concerning Zoning (definition of “front yard” 
at Ernest Horn School)” 

Steve Ballard 
 

 -City Clerk City clerk report 
Building/Rental Permits 

Jerry Musser 

  Committee Reports:    
 Finance  

 
Preliminary Budget Discussion 
Treasurer’s Report                            
Payment of Bills 

Pat Yeggy 
Lori Kimura 

 Community Protection Committee Report  
Police chief’s report 

Stan Laverman/ E.Anderson 
Ron Fort 

 Streets and Sidewalk Committee report  
City engineer report 
 

Brennan McGrath 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 

 Building, Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 
  

Chris Anderson 
 

 Johnson County Council of 
Governments (JCCOG) 

Committee Report  
 

Erling Anderson 
 
 

 e-Government Committee Report  
City wide survey report 

Pat Yeggy 

8:55-9:00 Announcements  Anyone 
9:00 Adjournment  Louise From 
 
 
Next City Council Meeting – February 13, 2007 
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA     1004 Melrose Ave.  

January 9, 2007 
 
Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the Council at a 
subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.  
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 At 7:00 p.m., Mayor From called a public hearing to order to consider proposed changes to the 
zoning ordinance concerning the definition of “front yard” at Ernest Horn School.  Patricia Williams, a 
neighboring property owner, summarized past events that led to the need for this zoning change.  No 
other comments were offered.  The Mayor adjourned the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.   
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
Mayor From called the January, 2007 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:04 p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Christine Anderson, Erling Anderson, Stan Laverman, Brennan 
McGrath and Patricia Yeggy.  Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Police Chief Fort and 
Clerk Musser.    Also present were David Wood, Bonita L. Gingerich, Pat Bauer, Patricia Williams and Carl 
Orgren 
             
The minutes of the December 9, 2006 meeting were approved by unanimous consent. 
  
 Mayor’s Report:  The Mayor’s written report was presented.   Mayor From gave informal recognition to 
the staff, council and several citizen volunteers for their work during 2006.  
 
Legal Report:  A written report was filed.   
 
MOTION by Yeggy, second by E. Anderson, to approve the second consideration of Ordinance #155 
“Establishing Rules and Regulations to Provide Proper Soil Erosion and Sediment Control on All Sites for 
which NPDES permits are required within the City of University Heights”.  The vote on this motion and 
ordinance consideration was:   
 C. Anderson  AYE  McGrath  AYE 
 E. Anderson  AYE  Yeggy   AYE 
 Laverman  AYE       Carried 
 
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by C. Anderson to approve the first consideration of Ordinance #156, 
“An Ordinance Amending Ordinance #79 concerning Zoning (the definition of “front yard” at Ernest Horn 
School)”. 
This ordinance was the subject of the public hearing held prior to this meeting.   
The vote on the motion was: 

   C. Anderson  AYE  McGrath AYE 
      E. Anderson  AYE  Yeggy  AYE 
      Laverman  AYE     Carried 
 
Attorney Ballard outlined some proposed changes to the rental housing program for discussion and will 
present necessary changes to the ordinance at a subsequent meeting.    
 
Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Musser reported on parking ticket on football game days and progress of 
collections for the sidewalk repair program.  80% of the billings have been paid as of meeting date.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Payment of the bills presented was approved by unanimous consent.   
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Warrants:  December 13, 2006 through January 9, 2007 
Name Amount   Name Amount 
Fort, Ronald R.  1,201.62  Rockafellow, Ryan P.  949.67 
Hamm, Michael G.  888.76  Reinhard, Brad 1,033.12 
McLeod USA 103.90  MidAmerican Energy 32.89 
MidAmerican Energy 23.56  MidAmerican Energy 71.95 
MidAmerican Energy 612.00  Anderson, Christine M.  184.70 
Anderson, Erling A.  184.70  From, Louise A.  454.14 
Laverman, Stanley M.  184.70  McGrath, Brennan 184.70 
Yeggy, Patricia A.  184.70  Fort, Ronald R.  1,181.31 
Reinhard, Brad 982.26  Rockafellow, Ryan P.  925.01 
Hamm, Michael G.  1,036.47  Kimura Lori D.  231.88 
Wellmark BC/BS 832.27  Iowa State Bank & Trust 3,132.72 
Treasurer, State of Iowa 1,505.00  Iowa Workforce Dev.  22.40 
Paul J. Moore 750.00  Electronic Engineering                58.80
City of Iowa City 14.87  SEATS 689.86 
ABC Solutions 14.41  Dr. Terrence Williams 660.00
City of Iowa City 3,261.19  Carpenter Uniform & Promotions   198.36
Communications Engineering 255.00  Fesler’s Inc.  19.00 
Internet Corportion Listing 35.00  Iowa City Public Library 12,570.00 
Coralville Public Library 2,430.00  Iowa City Tire and Service 14.70 
Johnson County Refuse 1,555.50  Racom Corporation 132.80 
Staples 264.70  VISA 114.84 
Shive Hattery 7,991.04    
     
Total Receipts $40,391.42  Total Warrants $46,975.50

 
 
Finance Committee member Yeggy made the request for preliminary budget figures from each 
committee.  The Finance Committee will meet with Accountant Steve Kuhl to begin preparation of the 
07/08 budget.                 
   
Community Protection:  The written police report was presented.  Chief Fort reported concern about a 
dead or dying tree at 250 Marietta.  Mike Hamm has been hired to do janitorial work at City Hall; paying 
him $12 per hour and limiting his work to 2 hours per week.   A police officer will be resigning soon.  The 
Chief has contacted a certified officer who will work one day per week to help fill coverage hours.  A new 
work schedule has been created to use until a fulltime officer is hired.  Chief Fort noted that the “tasers” 
are in poor condition, with one barely useable.  He would like to acquire 6 new units, 3 this fiscal year 
and 3 next.  Replacements cost about $800 each.  The Community Protection committee would like to 
discuss replacement further.  
 
MOTION by McGrath, seconded by Laverman to purchase three (3) new taser units from the current 
budget.  The vote on the motion was  
AYE   (3) NAY  (2).         Carried 
 
Streets and Sidewalks:  Committee member McGrath and Engineer Bilskemper explained the regular 
budget request presented, particularly increases in street sweeping, storm water administration and 
engineering services.  They them discussed street repair needs, suggesting the need to again issue bonds 
to fund all the street needs.  Less than $200,000 would be needed.   Participation in the Transportation 
Enhancement federal program will be investigated again in regard to a wide sidewalk or “trail” along 
Melrose.  McGrath has concerns with the leaf pileup at storm drains and is working on his own to clear as 
many as possible.  He may be requesting help to do more work on this unless there is enough snow to 
call out the plows, which will help the problem.   
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E-government:  A volunteer has come forward to take over the web site.  Pat Yeggy and David Wood 
will have further discussion with the individual and make a recommendation to the Council.  If the person 
takes over the site, David Wood will be helping the City in other ways.   The proposed survey has been 
distributed to several people for comment, and Yeggy has contacted the UI Institute of Public Affairs for 
further assistance.     
 
Announcements:  There has been a request by the University Athletic Club for a meeting with the 
Zoning Commission before the next Council meeting.  The fourth week of January has been proposed.  
Notification will be made to meet the legal requirements.     
 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:04 p.m.   
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
 Attest:   Jerry B. Musser, City Clerk           Approved:  Louise A. From, Mayor 
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