
 

                        

                                         AGENDA 
City of University Heights, Iowa 
Public Hearing and City Council Meeting 
February 13, 2007 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Meeting called by Mayor Louise From 

Time  Topic Owner 

7:00-7:05 Call to Order Roll Call Louise From 

  Minutes of January 9, 2007                         

7:05-7:20 Public Input Public Comments                                          

 Administration;   

 - Mayor Mayor’s written report- Consideration of 
Proclamation- Sertoma’s Freedom Week ‘07 

Louise From 
 

 - City Attorney Third consideration of Ordinance No. 155, 
“ An Ordinance Establishing Rules and 
Regulations to Provide Proper Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control on All Sites for which 
NPDES Permits are Required within the City 
of University Heights.” 
Second consideration of Ordinance 156, “An  
Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 79 
Concerning Zoning (front yd. Horn School) 
Distribution and discussion of proposed Ord. 
157 amending the Rental Housing Code. 

Steve Ballard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Formal consideration- 
March  2007 

 -City Clerk City clerk report 
Building/Rental Permits 

Jerry Musser 

  Committee Reports:    

 Finance  
 

Proposed 07-08 Budget  
Treasurer’s Report                            
Payment of Bills 

Pat Yeggy/ Steve Kuhl 
Lori Kimura 

 Community Protection Committee Report  
Police chief’s report- Recommendation of 
Officer Matt Fort to full-time status.  

Stan Laverman 
Ron Fort 

 Streets and Sidewalk Committee report  
City engineer report 

Brennan McGrath 
Josiah Bilskemper 
 

 Building, Zoning & Sanitation Committee Report 
Zoning Board Meeting 1/24/07 report  

Chris Anderson 
Pat Bauer 

 Johnson County Council of 
Governments (JCCOG) 

Committee Report  
 

Erling Anderson 
 
 

 e-Government Committee Report  
City wide survey report 

Pat Yeggy 

8:55-9:00 Announcements  Anyone 

9:00 Adjournment  Louise From 

 
 
Next City Council Meeting – March 13, 2007 
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA      1004 Melrose Ave.  

February 13, 2007 
 
Proceedings of the City Council of University Heights, Iowa, subject to approval by the 
Council at a subsequent meeting.  ALL VOTES ARE UNANIMOUS UNLESS OTHERWISE 
STATED.  
 

 REGULAR MEETING 
 

Mayor From called the February, 2007 meeting of the University Heights City Council to order at 7:00 
p.m.   
 
Present:  Mayor From.  Council Members Christine Anderson, Erling Anderson, Stan Laverman, Brennan 
McGrath and Patricia Yeggy.  Staff present:  Engineer Bilskemper, Attorney Ballard, Treasurer Kimura, 
Police Chief Fort and Clerk Musser.    Pat Bauer was also present.  Doug Moore joined the meeting at 
8:00 p.m.  
 
 Mayor From suggested two corrections to the January 9, 2007 minutes which will be made on the 
retained records.  Hearing no further corrections, the minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 
              
Mayor’s Report:  The Mayor’s written report was presented.  That reported included the reappointment 
of Mary Richard to a five year term on the Zoning Board and reappointment of Russ Boyer to a five year 
term on the Board of Adjustment.  Those terms will run through Dec. 31, 2011.  Mayor From then read a 
proclamation which proclaims the support of University Heights for the Sertoma Freedom Week.  Pat 
Yeggy was appointed to represent the City at the U of I Homeless Simulation event Feb. 26.    
 
Legal Report:  A written report was filed.  MOTION by Laverman, seconded by McGrath,  to approve 
the third consideration of Ordinance #155 “Establishing Rules and Regulations to Provide 
Proper Soil Erosion and Sediment Control on All Sites for which NPDES permits are required 
within the City of University Heights”.  The vote on this motion and ordinance consideration was:   
 C. Anderson  AYE  McGrath  AYE 
 E. Anderson  AYE  Yeggy   AYE 
 Laverman  AYE       Carried 
 
MOTION by Yeggy, second by Laverman, to approve the second consideration of Ordinance #156, 
“An Ordinance Amending Ordinance #79 concerning Zoning (the definition of “front yard” at 
Ernest Horn School)”, subject to clarifying revisions.  The vote on the motion was:   
        C. Anderson  AYE  McGrath AYE 
        E. Anderson  AYE  Yeggy  AYE 
        Laverman  AYE     Carried 
 
Attorney Ballard discussed and further explained his memo concerning the Iowa gift law and guidelines 
for meeting citizens.   He also explained upcoming revisions to Ordinance 158 to update that ordinance to 
state law.  This will presented at the next Council meeting.    
.    
Clerk’s Report:  Two building permits, both for bathroom remodeling.  There are three uncollected 
sidewalk repair accounts.     
 
Finance Committee:  Pat Yeggy and Steve Kuhl presented a preliminary budget for 2007-08.  Kuhl 
explained the budget presented, which features undertaking the full street repair program previously 
shown by Engineer Bilskemper.  This would be funded by bond sales.  Yeggy sought Council approval for 
several items the Committee felt needed discussion.    
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Payment of the bills presented was approved by unanimous consent.   
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Warrants:  January 10 through February 13, 2007 
Name    Amount  Name    Amount 
Reinhard, Brad  1,100.38  Fort, Ronald R. 1,329.07 
Rockfellow, Ryan P.   926.01  Hamm, Michael G.  1,022.74 
McLeod USA  105.13  MidAmerican Energy    32.97 
MidAmerican Energy  32.33  MidAmerican Energy 612.37 
MidAmerican Energy  84.22  Fort, Ronald R.  1,273.34 
Fort Matthew A.   407.93  Hamm, Michael G.  718.61 
Hamm, Michael G.   67.78  Reinhard, Brad 970.44 
Rockafellow, Ryan P.   928.56  Kimura, Lori D.  225.69 
Musser, Jerry B.   505.95  Wellmark BC/BS 832.27 
Johnson County Sheriff  262.13  Iowa State Bank & Trust 3,243.52 
IPERS  2,431.97  Paul J. Moore 750.00 
City of Iowa City  13.17  Aero Rental 20.33 
CMI, Inc.    375.77  City of Coralville 14,859.00 
City of Iowa City  13,795.26  Ed Reohr Safety Products 2,765.68 
Fesler/s Inc.   20.95  Hollywood Graphics 93.50 
Iowa Dept. of Public Safety       687.00  Johnson County Refuse 7,285.50 
Mobile Vision  197.24  MPH Industries 221.23 
OMB Police Supply  319.99  Iowa City Press-Citizen 179.95 
Julie Pulkrabek Law Office  375.00  Pyramid Services 84.72 
Racom Corporation  132.80  Westport Touchless Autowash 60.00 
VISA  204.66  SEATS 689.86 

 
Total Receipts                 $26,202.79 Total Warrants   $61,323.07 
 
Community Protection:  The written police report was presented.  Chief Fort formally reported that 
Officer Rockafellow has resigned effective at the end of this week.  Fort then recommended that Matthew 
Fort be hired immediately to fill the vacant position.  This lead to discussion regarding potential problems 
and liability this might create considering the relationship between Matthew Fort and the Chief.    
MOTION by Laverman, seconded by C. Anderson, to hire Matthew Fort as police officer at the same 
salary Officer Rockafellow has been receiving.   
All present voted AYE.        Carried 
 
Streets and Sidewalks:   McGrath reported on the inevitable calls regarding lack of snow removal on 
some sidewalks.  He is taking some snow removal upon himself.   Engineer Bilskemper suggested 
amounts for storm water permit fees.  He will present his annual report at the next meeting.  He had 
revisited the past cost estimates for the possible “wide sidewalk” on the North side of Melrose finding 
those costs estimated to be in excess of $300,000.   
 
E-government:  Donald Baxter is now the volunteer “webmaster” for the City website.   Councilmember 
Yeggy reminded the Council of the list to them of records each officer should retain.  She continues to 
work on the citywide survey. 
 
Building, Zoning & Sanitation:  Zoning Commission Chair, Pat Bauer, reported on the January 24 
meeting of the Commission.  He listed some of the objections to the project brought forth at the meeting 
by the public and the zoning board members.  He also suggested incorporating some informal “staff” type 
reviews, to improve the zoning application process.        
 
JCCOG:   Representative Erling Anderson reported on the interest of JCCOG in a regional rapid rail 
system.  He also note that the Iowa City Landfill has received a grant to offer hazardous waste collection 
days in all Johnson County cities 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Doug Moore spoke to the Council to describe a project he is working on for the 
“Neuzil Tract”.  He stated that he has an informal agreement with the Neuzil family to retain the property 
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while he works on his plan.  That plan basically is to purchase the tract, incorporate it in to a “land trust”, 
use the tract for parking on football game days, with more restrictions than the current use, then to 
develop the land as a public park/green space the remaining days of each year.  Many details and 
funding sources need to be further investigated, but in the meantime he believes the family will continue 
to own the tract and maintain its current use under their control.         
 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:10 p.m.   
 
 
_________________________________             __________________________________ 
 Attest:   Jerry B. Musser, City Clerk                   Approved:  Louise A. From, Mayor 
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