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169. 1

169. 2

Short Title. This ordinance shall be known as the
Post Constructi on Stormwvater Runoff Control O di nance.

Purpose. It is the purpose of this ordinance to:

Protect, maintain and enhance the environnment of the
City of University Heights and the public health,
safety, and general welfare of the public by adopting
as the City' s standards the guidelines established in
the lowa Stormmater Managenent Manual (hereinafter
collectively the “standards”) to manage the stormater
runoff to inprove water quality and control the
maxi mum rate of flow to prevent downstream fl oodi ng;
and

Enable the Cty of University Heights to conply with
its National Pollution Discharge Elimnation System
Permt (NPDES) and applicable statutes and regul ations
for stormmvater runoff though the foll ow ng objectives:
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A

Mnimze i ncreases in st or mvat er runof f from
devel opnent within the city limts and fringe area in
order to reduce flooding, siltation, increases in
stream tenperature, and stream bank erosion and
maintain the integrity of stream channels;

Mnimze increases in nonpoint pollution caused by
st or mnat er runof f from devel opnent which would
ot herwi se degrade | ocal water quality;

Mnimze the total annual volunme of surface water
runoff which flows from any specific devel opnent
project site after conpletion to not exceed the pre-
devel opnent hydrologic regine to the naxi num extent
practicabl e;

Reduce stormwater runoff rates and volunes, soi
erosion and nonpoint source pollution, wher ever
possi bl e, through establishment of appropriate m ni num
stormnvat er nanagenent standards and BMPs and to ensure
that BMPs are maintained and pose no threat to public
safety.

Fi ndi ngs.

The United States Envi r onnent al Agency’'s  (EPA)
Nat i onal Pol | ut ant Di schar ge El i mi nation Syst em
(NPDES) permt program admnistered by the 1owa
Departnent of Natural Resources (IDNR) requires that
cities nmeeting certain denographic and environnental
criteria obtain fromthe IDNR an NPDES permt for the
di scharge of storm water from a Minicipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (Ms54) Permt. The City of
University Heights is subject to the NPDES perm:t
program and is required to obtain, and has in fact
obtained, an M54 permt; the Cty's M54 permit is on
file at the office of the Gty Cerk and is avail able
for public inspection during regular office hours.

As a condition of the Cty's M4 permt, the Gty is
obliged to adopt and enforce a Post-Construction
St or mvat er Runoff Control O di nance.

Land devel opnent and associ at ed I ncreases in
i npervious cover alter the hydrologic response of
| ocal watersheds and increase stormmater runoff rates
and volunes, flooding, stream channel erosion and
sedinment transport and deposition; this stormater
runoff contributes to increased quantities of water-
borne pollutants, and; stormnater runoff, soil erosion
and nonpoint source pollution can be controlled and
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m nimzed through the regulation of stormwater runoff
from devel opnent sites.

Therefore, the Cty of University Heights establishes
this set of City stormmater standards applicable to
all surface waters to provide for reasonabl e gui dance
for the regulation of stormwater runoff for the
purpose of protecting local water resources from
degr adat i on. It is determined that the regul ation of
stormnat er runoff discharges from | and devel opnent and
ot her construction activities in order to control and
mnimze increases in stormnvater runoff rates and

vol unes, soil erosion, stream channel erosion, and
nonpoi nt source pollution associated wth stornmuater
runoff, is in the public interest and wll prevent

threats to public safety and wel fare.

The determ nation of appropriate mninmm stormater
managenent standards (“standards”) and the devel opnent
of effective best mnmanagenent practices (“BMPS”) to
achi eve those standards requires technical expertise
that may not always be readily available with the
Cty's own staff. Moreover, it is inportant that such
standards and BMPs be reasonably consistent across the
state so that property owners and devel opers are not
confronted with nyriad variations depending on the
| ocation of the devel opnent. The “lowa Stormnater
Managenent Manual ,” published coll aboratively by the
lowa Department of Natural Resources and The Center
for Transportation Research and Education at |[|owa
State University established guidelines consisting of
unified sizing criteria, stormwvater nanagenent designs
and specifications and BMPs. The City of University
Hei ghts hereby finds and declares that the *“lowa
St ormwat er Managenent Manual” and future editions
thereof, should be and is hereby adopted as the
stormnat er nmanagenent standards of the Gty of
University Heights. Any BMP installation that
conplies with the provisions of the Ilowa Stormater
Managenent Manual, or future editions thereof, at the
time of installation of the BMP shall be deened to
have been installed in accordance with this ordi nance.

Applicability of Odinance.
Thi s Post - Constructi on St or mnvat er Runof f Cont r ol

Ordinance shall be applicable to all l|and disturbing
activities greater than one-acre or part of a larger
common plan of devel opnent. In addition, this



ordi nance also applies to all applications for site
pl ans or subdivisions that are | ess than one acre, but
are commercial, industrial or nmulti-famly residential
uses as defined by the University Heights Zoni ng Code.

B. Resi denti al subdi vi si on | ots whi ch have been
prelimnary or final platted prior to the adoption of
this ordinance shall be deenmed exenpt from the
requi renents of this ordinance.

C. The followng activities are exenpt from this
or di nance:

1. Any logging or agricultural activity which is
consistent with an approved soil conservation
plan or a tinber nanagenent plan approved by an
appropri ate agency.

2. Additions or nodifications to single famly

hones.
3. Repairs to any stormmater BMPs deened necessary
by the Cty.

169.5 Definitions. The followi ng definitions shall apply in
this ordi nance. References to *“Sections” shall
her eafter mean references to sections in this
ordi nance unless otherw se specified. Defined terns

shall remain defined terns whether capitalized or not
capitalized.

A Applicant nmeans any individual, firm corporation,
associ ation, partnership, limted liability conpany or
any other business entity or proprietor of |and that
will performLand Di sturbing Activity.

B. Best Managenent Practices (“BMPs”) neans physical,
structural and/or managerial practices that, when used
singly or in conbi nat i on, control activities
including, but not limted to, site run-off, spillage

and | eaks, and waste disposal, and prevent or reduce
the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to
the Waters of the United States. BMP s may i nclude
schedules of activities, prohibition of practices,
desi gn standards, educational activities and treatnment
requirenents.

C. Board of Appeals neans the University Heights City

Counci I, sitting as an appeal board for this
or di nance.
D. Buil ding neans any structure, either tenporary or

permanent, having walls and a roof, designed for the



shelter of any person, animal, or property occupying
over 100 square feet.

Building Permt means a permt issued by the Gty of
University Heights or its designee.

Channel Protection Storage Vol unme neans providing 24-
hour extended detention of the 1-year, 24-hour storm
event. If channel protection and water quality
vol unes share a common extended detention facility and
outlet structure, water quality volune may be i ncl uded
i n the channel protection vol une.

City Council neans the Cty Council of the Gty of
University Heights, |owa.

Mayor or Engi neer nmeans the Mayor or Engineer of the
City of University Heights, lowa and their authorized
desi gnees.

City Stormmater Standards mean the guidelines provided
for in the lowa Stormmater Managenent Manual and this
ordi nance, as anended. Where conflict occurs between
the Jlowa Stormwater Mnual and this ordinance,
requi renents of this ordinance shall apply.

Departnent neans the Jlowa Departnent of Natural
Resour ces.

Dedi cation neans the deliberate appropriation of
property by its owner for general public use.

Devel oper nmeans a person who undertakes |and
di sturbing activities.

Devel opnment neans either:

1. Land Disturbing Activity 1 acre or greater, or
which is part of a Jlarger comon plan of
devel opnent; or

2. Any land disturbing activity for any commerci al
i ndustrial, or multi-famly residential use as
defined by the University Hei ghts Zoni ng Code.

Drai nage Easenent neans a legal right granted by a
| andowner to a grantee for the purposes of allow ng
use of private land for stormmater managemnent
pur poses.

lowa Stormnater Managenent Manual neans the nanua
col | aboratively developed by the Ilowa Departnent of
Nat ur al Resour ces (1 DNR) and the Cent er for
Transportati on Research and Education (CTRE) at |owa




State University that contains the sizing criteria,
design and specification guidelines and BMPs that
address stormmater quality and quantity nmanagenent.

Land disturbing activity neans any activity that
results in a novenent of earth or a change in the

exi sting soi | cover (bot h vegetative and
nonvegetative) or the existing topography. Land
di sturbing activity includes, but are not limted to,
clearing, grading, filling, excavation or addition or

repl acenent of i npervious surface.

Landowner neans the | egal or beneficial owner of |and,
i ncludi ng those holding the right to purchase or |ease
the land, or any other person holding proprietary
rights in the | and.

Mai nt enance  Agr eenent neans a legally recorded
docunent that acts as a property deed restriction, and
whi ch provides for the I ong term mai ntenance of BMPs.

Overbank Flood Protection Volune neans providing
di scharge control such that the post-devel opnent 100-
year storm event peak di scharge does not exceed the 5-
year pre-devel opnent peak discharge. If channe
protection, wat er quality, and overbank flood
protection volunes share a commopn extended detention
facility and outlet structure, water quality and
channel protection volumes my be included in the
over bank flood protection discharge control.

Per son nmeans any i ndi vi dual associ ati on,
organi zation, partnership, firm corporation or other
entity recognized by law and acting as either the
owner of the Prem ses or as the owner’s agent.

Responsi bl e Person neans an individual identified in a
permt issued by the Cty of University Heights as the
principal contact for conmunications regarding the
permt.

Storm Water neans any surface flow, runoff, and
dr ai nage consisting entirely of water from any form of
nat ur al precipitation and resul ting from such
precipitation.

St or mwat er Managenent neans the use of BMPs that are
designed in accordance wth the Cty stormater
standards to reduce stormnater runoff pollutant | oads,
di scharge volunes, peak flow discharge rates and
detrinental changes in stream tenperature that affect
wat er quality and habitat.
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169.7

169. 8

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”) neans
a docunent which describes the Best Managenent
Practices and activities to be inplenented by a Person
to identify sources of pollution or contam nation at a
Site and the actions to elimnate or reduce poll utant
di scharges to  Stormmater, St or mnat er Conveyance
Systens, and/or receiving waters of the United States
to the maxi mum extent practicable.

Storm Water Wet Detention Pond neans a constructed
stormnat er detention basin that has a permanent pool
of water. M ni num pool depth shall be 10-feet for at
| east 25% of the permanent pool area. Upon conpletion
of the pond, the owner shall stock the pond wth
appropriate bass, bluegill, and catfish conbination.
Owmner may contact DNR fisheries or the Gty for fish
st ocki ng.

Water Quality Volune neans the storage needed to
capture and treat the runoff from 90% of the average
annual rainfall. For purposes of this ordinance, the
design rainfall depth for determning Water Quality
Vol unme is 1.25 inches.

Adm ni stration. The  Mayor or Engi neer shal |
adm nister, inplement and enforce the provisions of
this ordinance. Any powers granted or duties inposed
upon the Myor or Engineer may be delegated by the
Mayor or Engineer to persons or entities acting in the
beneficial interest of or in the enploy of the Gty.

City Not Liable. Not hi ng contained in this ordinance
Is intended to be nor shall be construed to create or
form the basis of any liability on the part of the
Cty, or its officers, enployees, or agents for any
injury or damge resulting from the failure of
Responsible Parties to conply with the provisions of
this ordinance or by reason or in consequence of any
I nspection, notice, order, certificate, perm ssion or
approval authorized or issued or done in connection
with the inplenmentation or enforcenent of this
ordi nance, or by reason of any action or inaction on
the part of the Cty related in any manner to the
enforcenment of this ordinance by its officers,
enpl oyees or agents.

Permt Required. No Landowner or Devel oper shall
receive any Construction Site Runoff Perm t or
Building Permit without first neeting the requirenents
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of this ordinance prior to comrencing the proposed
activity.

St or mwat er Managenent Plan Required. No application
for devel opnment subject to the provisions of this
ordinance wll be accepted unless it includes a

stormnvat er managenent plan detailing in concept how
runoff and associated water quality inpacts resulting
fromthe devel opnment will be controll ed and nanaged.

St or mnat er Managenent Pl an Requi r enent s. The
Stormnvat er  Managenent Plan for each devel opnent
subject to this ordinance shall

Be prepared by a |licensed professional engineer; and

I ndi cate whet her stormwater will be managed on-site or
off-site and, if on-site, the general |ocation and
type of BMPs, wth clear citations to the Iowa
St or mmat er Managenent Manual ; and

Include a signed and dated certification under penalty
of perjury by the preparer of the Stormwater
Managenent Plan that it conplies with all of the
requi renents of this ordinance and the |owa Stormater
Managenent Manual, neets the submttal requirenents
outlined in the lowa Stormwvater Managenent Mnual, is
designed to achieve the Gty stormnvater standards, and
t hat the Cty 1is entitled to rely upon the
certification as due diligence on the part of the
Cty.

Include a scaled map indicating the |[|ocation of
exi sting and proposed buil di ngs, roads, parking areas,
utilities, structural st or mnat er managenent and
sedi mrent and erosi on BMPS.

Include a map showng the proposed land use with a
tabul ation of the percentage of surface areas to be
adapted to various uses, drainage patterns, |ocation
of utilities, roads and easenents and the limts of
cl earing and gradi ng.

Include an appropriately scaled topographic base map
of the site which extends an appropriate distance
beyond the limts of the proposed developnent and
i ndicates existing surface water drainage, including
but not limted to, streans, ponds, culverts, ditches
and wetlands; current |and use including all existing
structures; | ocati ons of utilities, r oads and
easenents and significant natural and nmannade features
not ot herw se shown.



I ncl ude hydrologic and hydraulic design calculations
for t he pre- devel opnent and post - devel opnent
conditions for the design storns specified in the |owa
St or mmat er Managenent Manual .  Such cal cul ati ons shal

i ncl ude:

1. Description of the design storm frequency,
intensity and duration;

Tinme of concentration

Data on the increase in rate and vol ume of runoff
for the design storns referenced in the Iowa
St or mmat er Managenent Manua

Soi|l Curve Nunbers or Runoff Coefficients

5. Peak Runoff rates and total volunes for each
wat er shed area

Cul vert capacities
FIl ow vel ociti es; and

Docunentation of sources for all conputation
met hods and field test results.

Include a soils report, if a stormnater BMP depends on
the hydrol ogic properties of soils. The soils report
shall be based on on-site boring or soil pit profiles.

Include a nmintenance and repair plan for all
stormmater BMPs including detailed maintenance and
repair procedures to ensure their continued efficient
functi on. These plans shall identify the parts or
conponents of a stormwater BMP that need to be
mai ntai ned and the equipnment and skills or training
necessary. Provisions for periodic review and
evaluation of the effectiveness of the maintenance
program and the need for revisions or additiona
mai nt enance procedures shall be included in the plan.

Include a detailed Landscaping plan for managenent of
vegetation at the site after construction is finished,
i ncluding the Person responsible for the nmaintenance
of vegetation at the site and what practices will be
enpl oyed to ensure that adequate vegetative cover is
preserved. This plan nust be prepared by a qualified
i ndi vi dual approved by the Gty such as a registered
| andscape architect, wetland specialist, i censed
engi neer, |andscape designer or by the soil and water
conservation district.
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I ncl ude proof of per manent recorded Maintenance
Easenents that wll ensure access to all stormater
BMPs at the site for the purpose of inspection and
repair.

Include proof  of per manent recorded Muaintenance
Agreenents binding on all subsequent Landowners served
by stormwater BMPS to ensure maintenance and repair in
accordance with the specifications of this ordi nance.

Include copies of all other applicable environnental
permts for the site.

Include any other information required by the Mayor or
Engi neer to ensure conpliance wth the requirenents of
t hi s ordinance.

Conpl i ance Required. Each Devel opnent subject to the
requirenents of this ordinance shall conply with the
City’s mandate to inprove stormwater quality and
manage stormmvater quantity within the Gty.

The Developer is deened to have conplied with the
Cty’s mandate to inprove stormwater quality and
manage stormmvater quantity if the devel opnment:

Treats the water quality volume resulting from a
rainfall depth of 1.25 inches in accordance with the
Cty Stormmater Standards; and

Provi des  Channel Protection Storage Volune and
extended detention in accordance wth the Gty
St or mmat er St andards; and

Provi des Overbank Flood Protection in accordance with
the Cty Stormwater Standards (QL00, POST < B, PRE)
and

Provides an energency overflow spillway (including
one-foot freeboard) and designhated overflow route for
extreme rainfall events. The spillway shall be
desi gned for the 100-yr event and assuming the initial
outl et controls are conpletely bl ocked.

Pr ovi des st or mnat er BMP facilities t hat are
constructed and function 1in accordance wth the
approved design and maintained as required by the Gty
St or mnat er St andar ds.

The property owner or applicant shall provide to the
Cty an as-built plan detailing dinensions and
el evations as well as certification that the approved
facilities were installed and properly working. The

10
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as-built plan shall be conpleted by an lowa |icensed
Prof essi onal Engi neer and submtted to the City prior
to the acceptance of any inprovenents or issuance of
any Certificates of QOccupancy.

Mai nt enance and Repair of Stornmwater BMPs

The Landowner or Devel oper of every site subject to
the provisions of this ordinance shall be responsible
for maintaining as-built stormwater BMPs in an
effective state as determned in the sole judgnment of
t he Cty for 25 years after conpl eti on of
construction.

Prior to the issuance of any permt for devel opnent
involving any stormmater BMP, the Landowner or
Devel oper nmust execute a stormnater managenent
easenment for each BMP in a form acceptable to the

Cty. Said easenent wll provide for access to the
BW by the City for periodic inspection. Sai d
easenment shall be recorded at the expense of the

Landowner or Devel oper.

Prior to the issuance of any devel opnent permt, the
Landowner or Devel oper shall execute a Stormwater BMP
Mai nt enance Agreenent in a form acceptable to the City
that requires the Landowner or Devel oper to inspect
and nmaintain each stormmater BMP for a period of 25

years. In addition, the Stormwater BMP Mai ntenance
Agreenment shall provide for assessnment against all
owners of property in the developnent should the
stormvater BMP not be naintained. In lieu of the
assessnment agreenent, the Landowner/Devel oper may

submt a mai ntenance bond for a period of 25 years.

In the event that the responsible party fails to
maintain the stormmvater BMP, the Cty, upon thirty
(30) days witten notice, may repair or cause to be
repaired, the stormwater BMP to its proper working
condi tion. After conpletion of the repair, the Cty

shall submit an invoice for the repair to the
responsi ble party, who shall pay said invoice within
30 days. In the event that the invoice is not paid,

the City shall either certify the amobunt to the County
Treasurer for collection as contenplated in the
St ormwat er BMP Mai nt enance Agreenent to be collected
in the sane nmanner as ordinary taxes. When
applicable, the Cty my also commence proceedings
agai nst the surety for paynment of the expenses.

11
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169. 14

169. 15

169. 16

169. 17

| ssuance of Permt. |If the Mayor or Engineer or their
desi gnee deens that the Stormnater Managenent Pl an
neets the requirenent of this ordinance, the Mayor or
Engi neer or their designee will notify the appropriate
City officials that appropriate developnment permts
may be i ssued. However, this action by the Muyor or
Engineer or their designee does not obviate the
Devel oper from any of the additional requirenent in
this Code of Odinances for the construction of a
devel opnent .

Denial of Permt. The Myor or Engineer or their
designee may reject a Stormmater Managenent Plan that
the Mayor or Engi neer or their designee believes does

not nmeet the requirenents of this ordinance. If a
permt is denied, the Myor or Engineer or their
desi gnee shall state the reasons for the denial in

witing and return the application to the applicant.

Right of Entry. The Mayor or Engineer or their
designee or other duly authorized enployees or
contractors of the Cty, bearing proper credentials
and identification, shall be permtted to enter all
properties for the purposes of inspection, observation
and nonitoring conpliance with the with the provisions
of this ordinance.

Required Inspections for Stormmater BMPs. The City

shall, on occasion, inspect each stormvater BMP to
ensure that the stormmater BMP is working properly to
achieve the goals of this ordinance. In the event a
stormmater BMP is not working correctly, the Gty
shall notify the Landowner per Section 12 of this
or di nance.

Stop Work Order. Wien the Mayor or Engineer or their
desi gnee determnes that any |and disturbing activity
regulated by this ordinance is being perforned in a
manner contrary to the provisions of this ordinance

the Mayor or Engineer or their designee is authorized
to issue a Stop Wrk Order.

The Stop Wrk Order shall be in witing and shall be
served upon the owner of the Site, Responsible Person,
or to the Person(s) violating the requirenents of this
ordi nance. The Stop Wrk Order shall state the reason
for the order, and the conditions to be corrected
prior to the lifting of the Stop Wrk O der.

Any Person who shall continue any work after having
been served a stop work order, except such work as

12



169. 18

169. 19

169. 20

169. 21

that Person is ordered to perform to renove a
violation or unsafe condition, shall be a violation of
thi s ordi nance.

Fees.

Prior to the approval of the Stormater Mnagenent
Pl an, the Applicant shall submt an application fee as
adopt ed by Resolution of the Gty Council

The fees for review and inspection shall be adopted by
Resolution of the Cty Council and my include,
wi thout limtation, engineering and attorney fees and
expenses, as well as adm nistrative fees.

M sdeneanor and Munici pal Infraction Penalties.

Any person who fails to perform an act required by
this ordinance or who conmits an act prohibited by
this ordinance or who resists the enforcenent of any
section of this ordinance shall be guilty of a sinple
m sdeneanor puni shable by a fine not to exceed $500. 00
or inprisonnent for a period not to exceed 30 days, or
by both such fine and inprisonnent.

Any Person who fails to perform an act required by
this ordinance or who commits an act prohibited by
this ordinance or who resists the enforcenent of any
section of this ordinance shall be deenmed to have
commtted a nunicipal infraction. The Mayor or
Engi neer or their designee may issue a civil citation
to anyone in violation of any section or provision of
this ordi nance. A violation of this ordinance is
puni shable by a civil penalty of $250.00 for a first
of fense and $500. 00 for a repeat offense.

Each day that a violation of or failure to conply with
any section or provision of this ordinance continues
or exists constitutes a separate violation.

Nui sance. Any violation of this ordinance shall be
deened to be a public nuisance injurious to the public
health, safety and welfare. The City Attorney, in
addition to the penalties set forth above, may seek
correction of any such violations as nui sances.

Renedi es Not Exclusive. The renedies provided in the
ordi nance and otherwise in this Code of O dinances are
not exclusive, or in lieu of the rights and renedies
that the Gty may have at law or in equity.

13



169. 22 Appeal s.

A The City Council, in regular or special session, shal
sit as the Board of Appeals and, on appeals under this
ordi nance, may seek additional professional counsel
schooled in matters contained in this ordinance. A
sinple majority of the appeal board shall be deened to
settle matters brought before the board.

B. Any person aggrieved by any ruling, deci si on,
interpretation or order regarding the denial of a
Building Permit by the Myor or Engineer or their
Desi gnee shall have the right to appeal to the Board
of Appeals by filing witten notice of such appeal
with the Gty Cerk within ten (10) business days from
the date of the ruling of the Mayor or Engineer or
their designee. If such a notice is filed, the
Mayor or Engineer or their designee shall set a tine
and place for hearing and so notify the party that has
filed the appeal. The hearing shall be open to the
public. The Board of Appeals by majority vote of the
menbers present shall affirm nodify or reverse an
appeal ed ruling, decision, interpretation or order of
the Mayor or Engineer or their designee. The Board of
Appeal s may permt exceptions that do not decrease the
health or safety of persons or property when the
granting thereof wll not violate the intent and
purpose of this ordinance. Mere inconveni ence or
additional cost to the appellant is not grounds for
the granting of such exception.

C. The Board of Appeals shall act within thirty (30) days
on a tinely filed appeal. A decision by the Board of
Appeal s nodifying, affirmng or reversing the decision
of the Mayor or Engineer or their designhee nust be in
witing and supported by witten findings establishing
t he reasonabl eness of the decision.

Adopted by the University Heights City Council this 13'" day
of May, 2008, and approved this 13'" day of May, 2008.

/' S/
Loui se From Mayor
ATTEST: (seal)
| S/

Christine Anderson, City Oerk
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